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Since we first wrote about online investing five years ago, the Inter-
net has exploded in a frenzy of growth.

Our first book, CyberInvesting: Cracking Wall Street with Your Per-
sonal Computer, listed a dozen investing Web sites in a hurriedly written
two-page chapter just as the book was going to press (and we had to
search hard to find those). In the second edition two years later, we ex-
panded the Internet chapter to a dozen pages and spun it off, so to speak,
into its own 350-page book about investing on the Web (Wall Street City:
Your Guide to Investing on the Web).

As we were writing that book, the commercial Internet was undergo-
ing kaleidoscopic changes and, in the process, transforming virtually
every area of our lives—none more so than the way we invest. The aver-
age investor now has access to information that once was the province of
professional investors. Investing Web sites now number more than 8000.
Brokerage commissions for Web-based trades have dropped from hun-
dreds of dollars a trade to as low as $5 per trade. In response, individual
investors are logging on to the Internet in unprecedented numbers. More
than 14 million are expected to become online investors by 2002.

Sorting through the mind-boggling array of investing information
and tools, however, is not an easy task. That’s why we wrote this book.

As part of the “Getting Started In” series, this book is aimed at begin-
ning investors. It will help you find and use the vast array of investing re-
sources on the Internet so you can make your own decisions as an
investor. We do not, however, tell you how to make money in the stock
market or advise you about investing strategies.

So, is this book for you? It is if:

✔ You have an independent, do-it-yourself attitude.

✔ You like the idea of bypassing all the middlemen and digging out
the facts for yourself.

✔ You have confidence in your own judgment and decision-making
ability.
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✔ You have a basic knowledge of stocks and the stock market.

✔ You are familiar with the Internet—or if not, you’re learning
about it on the side.

✔ You want to become an online investor.

We think you will be surprised, pleased, and perhaps overwhelmed
by the quantity and quality of investing information on the Internet.
Much of it is free, and even more is likely to become free in the future.
One of the trends of investing Web sites is to reduce premiums on infor-
mation and to move more resources into the free areas of their sites. So,
not only is the information out there, much of it is yours for the taking.

Information does not translate directly into talent, wisdom, or skills,
but to the extent that information and related tools make for success, the
Internet can help you become a successful investor. In this book, we’ll in-
troduce you to some of the best investing tools on the World Wide Web.

DAVID L. BROWN

Houston, Texas

KASSANDRA BENTLEY

www.cyberinvest.com
San Diego, California

February 1999
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