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their cities (although this time is also the hardest to get a hotel). If you
can’t make it then, fall and winter aren’t bad, because the sun shines
year-round. Unless you're a masochist, you're better off avoiding the siz-
zling summers.

Seville and Cérdoba are within easy reach of Madrid, especially with the
high-speed AVE train, which gets you to Seville in 2% hours (Cérdoba’s a
stop along the way, 1% hours from Madrid).

Mayjor Attractions in Seville and Cordoba

Seville and Cérdoba form two of the three bases in Spain’s southern tri-
angle of Moorish influence (the other is Granada; see Chapter 17).

Seville

Conquered by the Romans and then the Moors, who ruled the city for
more than 500 years, Seville lived a grand Golden Age in the arts during
the 16th and 17th centuries, as the gateway to the Americas (and the
benefactor of all that loot flowing down its river). Plenty of that history
is on view, though the city’s greatest attraction is perhaps its easygoing
vibe and abundantly gregarious people that make it one of the most
charming cities in Spain.

You can get a taste of Seville in just a couple of days, but it’s the kind of
place that you may want to return to over and over. Seville is well known
for the following attractions: the Cathedral, the world’s largest Gothic
edifice, El Alcazar, the fantastic fortress/royal residence where kings
and queens entertained lovers and enemies, Barrio de Santa Cruz, the
colorful, quintessential Andalusian neighborhood, Parque de Maria
Luisa (Maria Luisa Park), a green oasis, lush enough to beat the heat,
and Seville’s unrivaled spring festival season — Easter and April Fair.

Cordoba

You may find it hard to believe that Cérdoba was once Europe’s most
enlightened and populated city. When the rest of the continent sank into
the Dark Ages, Muslim Cérdoba soared ahead, with libraries, universities,
mathematics, and sophisticated architecture and trade. But the city in
which Jews and Christians lived alongside the Moors saw its best days
long ago. Once a city of one million, the provincial capital today has
scarcely 300,000 inhabitants — one of the few cities in the world to suffer
so dramatic a population drop without an accompanying natural disaster.

Cérdoba’s former greatness, though, is instantly revealed when you slip
behind the walls of the Great Mosque and are suddenly enveloped by
one of the most awe-inspiring scenes in Europe: an unending horizon of
overlapped, candy-cane striped arches. In addition to the Mezquita
(Great Mosque) — one of Muslim Spain’s great monuments — look for
the La Juderia, the old Jewish Quarter of whitewashed streets, lively
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bars, and artisans’ shops, and Cérdoba’s spectacular flowered patios
and May festivals.

Seville: City of Festivals

One of the most enjoyable and exuberant cities in Spain, Seville (known as
Sevilla in Spanish) invades the senses. Boulevards are lined with orange
trees, church bells overlap with the clop-clop of horses’ hooves, and the
smell of fresh flowers permeates small alleys. Seville has inspired artists
and musicians like few other cities; from the art of passionate, soul-baring
flamenco to operas like Don Juan, Carmen, and The Marriage of Figaro,
Seville has always been a place to sing about.

Spain’s fourth-largest city and one of its most sunbaked, Seville never
seems in a hurry. Sevillanos have earned a reputation, deserved or not,
for working less and socializing more than any other region in Spain.
Locals love few things as much as gathering at bars with loud groups
of friends and family for drinks and tapas. As an outsider, you may be
inclined to believe that locals spend a good part of the day, and a good
portion of their salary, just hanging out. But natives tell you that they
simply know how to live better than the workaholics up north.

Perhaps it’s that attitude, as well as the languid air of Andalusia, that
makes foreigners adore Seville like few places in Spain. Americans are the
number one group of tourists in Seville, ranking ahead of the Germans,
French, and Italians for the past decade. Along with Salamanca (see
Chapter 14), Seville is also the most popular place for American college
students to spend a semester or full academic year.

Getting there

Seville is accessible by air, train, and bus from all major points in Spain,
but in all likelihood, you’ll cruise into Seville from another point in
Andalusia or from Madrid. The easiest way is to glide in on the superfast
AVE train, though if you’re hopping around Spain by plane, flying into
Seville is simple.

By train

Seville’s AVE and regular train station is Santa Justa, Avenida de Kansas
City, s/n (@ 95-454-02-02), just north of downtown. Major car-rental
agencies are all located at Santa Justa, so picking up a car after arriving
in Seville by train is a snap. Ticket and information offices for RENFE,
Spain’s national railway, are located at Calle Zaragoza, 29 (T 902-24-02-
02; www.renfe.es). Buses C1 and C2 go from the rail station to down-
town Seville. A taxi costs about 5€ ($6).

Unless you’re coming from small towns in Andalusia, where train service
is infrequent, | recommend the more comfortable trains over buses,
especially in the heat of the south. The fastest and easiest way to get
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to Seville from either Madrid or Cérdoba is the AVE high-speed train,
which was inaugurated in 1992 for the World Expo in Seville. It’s a little
more expensive than slower trains, but oh how it goes. It makes the trip
to Seville, with stops in Ciudad Real and Cérdoba, in about 2% hours. The
one-way fare from Madrid is 65€ ($78). The trip to/from Cordoba takes
about 45 minutes and costs 20€ ($24).

The AVE train from Madrid and Cérdoba to Seville flies like a bird (not
coincidentally, because that’s what ave means in Spanish), and although
it’s the most expensive regular train service in Spain, it’s also one of
Europe’s fastest and most comfortable. Making the trip even more
tempting, certain trips and age categories can save you money on the
AVE. A roundtrip ticket saves you 20%; a roundtrip ticket for travel on
the same day saves you 25%. Children ages 4 through 11 get a 40% dis-
count, and seniors get 25% off.

If you can’t catch the AVE, or you want to save a few euros, hop aboard
an Altaria train (fast but not lightning fast like the AVE) from Madrid. It
takes a little more than three hours and costs 52€ ($62).

By plane

Seville’s international airport, the work of the famed architect Rafael
Moneo, is Aeropuerto Internacional San Pablo, Autopista de San Pablo,
s/n (T 95-444-90-00). The national airlines of several European countries
fly into Seville, and daily flights arrive on Iberia from Madrid, Barcelona,
Bilbao, and Valencia (Air Europa flies to Seville from Barcelona). The air-
port is 12km (7 miles) north of Seville, on National Highway IV. The
Tourism Information Office (T 95-444-91-28) is open daily from 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

From the airport to downtown, you can take an airport bus, a relatively
short ride that goes to Alfonso XIII Hotel, on Puerta de Jerez (2.10€/$2.50).
A taxi from the airport to the zona centro (anywhere near the Cathedral)
costs about 15€ ($18).

By bus

Seville has two major bus terminals: Estacion Plaza de Armas, Avenida
del Cristo de la Expiracién, s/n (3 95-490-80-40), for travels throughout
Spain (including the province of Huelva); and Estacién Prado de San
Sebastian, Calle Manuel Vazquez Sagastizabal, s/n (8 95-441-71-11),
for all other destinations in Andalusia. Alsina buses (&0 95-441-88-11)
travel to and from the Prado station to Cérdoba and Granada. Alsina
also makes the trip to Malaga. Los Amarillos buses go to Ronda (& 95-
498-91-84) from Prado. Comes (TG 95-441-68-58) buses depart from the
Prado station to Cadiz.

For bus schedules and information, call @ 95-442-00-11 or visit www .
andalucia.com/travel/bus.
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By car

Spain’s big cities aren’t great places to deal with wheels, so if you're just
traveling to Seville (and Cérdoba and Granada), and not planning on
touring the surrounding country, you could skip renting a car. Driving
to Seville from Madrid, take the N-IV (E-5), which veers right (west) at
Bailén and passes through Cérdoba. The easy trip is all highway from
Madrid, but it takes more than five hours, depending on stops and your
willingness to do as the Spaniards do and flout speed limits. The A-92
highway connects Seville with Granada and the Costa del Sol. For road-
side assistance, call @ 900-12-35-05.

Orienting yourself in Seville

Seville is divided in two by the Guadalquivir River. The city’s historic
center, which includes the Cathedral, Barrio de Santa Cruz, and just
about all the sights you want to see, is on the east side of the river.

Introducing the neighborhoods

Though Seville is a large and complex city, the barrios (neighborhoods)
of interest to visitors are easy to get a handle on. The Old City grew up
around the city’s major monuments, which are among the most impor-
tant in Andalusia: the Cathedral and Giralda Tower; the Reales Alcazares
palace-fortress; and, immediately to its east, the Barrio de Santa Cruz,
which is the ancient Jewish Quarter. Parque Maria Luisa, the major
green space in the city, is south of here.

The major avenues running through the Old City are Avenida de la
Constitucién and Calle Sierpes. The zona centro, or modern center of
Seville, proceeds outward from the Old City. The working-class, thor-
oughly authentic barrio Triana is across the Quadalquivir River, as is La
Cartuja, site of the 1992 World Expo. On the river’s banks is the Torre
del Oro, a 13th-century cylindrical defense tower and one of Seville’s
enduring landmarks that was once completely sheathed in glimmering
golden tiles (hence the name, meaning Tower of Gold).

Finding information after you arvive

The main Andalusia Tourism Information Office is located just down
the street from the Cathedral, Avenida de la Constitucion, s/n (8 95-
422-14-04). You can find others at the San Pablo Airport (T 95-444-
91-28) and Santa Justa Train Station (T 95-453-76-26). They're open
daily from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Municipal tourism offices are at Plaza de la
Concordia, s/n, in front of the Puente de Triana (3 902-19-48-97), and
Costurero de la Reina/Paseo de las Delicias, 9 (T 95-423-44-65).

Getting around Seville

Though Seville is large, the principal areas of interest to most visitors
make up a compact, walkable area. The Barrio de Santa Cruz, one of
Seville’s most enchanting neighborhoods, is almost entirely pedestrian.
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Almost all the hotels [ recommend are within walking distance of the
major sights. You really only need public transportation or a taxi to the
airport or train station, or in the evening if you want to go over to Triana,
across the river, to check out the bars, restaurants, and live music clubs
there.

By taxi

Taxis usually line up on Avenida de la Constitucion outside the cathe-
dral. You can also hail one anywhere on the street. To call a cab, call
Radio Taxi (T 95-458-00-00), Radio Taxi Giralda (O 95-467-55-55),
or Tele-Taxi Sevilla (T 95-462-22-22).

By car

If you have time to explore the region, Andalusia is one of the best places
in Spain to rent a car and roll through the countryside or along the coast
(see Chapter 16). The major agencies in Seville are

v~ Avis, Avenida de la Constitucién, 15 (T 95-444-91-22)

v Europcar, Avenida Luis de Morales, s/n (T 95-425-42-98)
v Hertz, Avenida Reptblica Argentina, 3 (T3 95-427-88-87)
v Thrifty, Fernando IV, 3 (@ 95-427-81-84)

By bus

You have little need to take a bus after you've arrived in Seville, although
it comes in handy for getting to the train station, Santa Justa (see “By
train,” earlier in this chapter). Bus Nos. 32, C-1, and C-2 go between
downtown and the train station. For bus information, call @ 95-442-
00-11. A single fare on the city buses costs .90€ ($1.10).

By bike

If horse-drawn carriages (see the section “Seeing Seville by guided tour,”
later in this chapter) are a little too clichéd for you, Seville is a great
place to tool around by bike. You can pick up a day’s bike rental at
Embrujo Rent-a-Bike, Miguel de Manara, 11-B 2C (T3 95-456-38-38).
They provide half-day and full-day rentals for about 15€ ($18) a day.
Another place to pick up a two-wheeled steed is Pedal y Aventura, on
San Jacinto, 64, portal 8, 2C (TG 95-433-17-75).

Staying in style

Seville is one of the best places to stay in Spain. Several hotels positively
drip with local character and offer comparatively reasonable rates
(though prices across Seville have steadily crept up in the last few years).
All the hotels | recommend here are conveniently located within walking
distance of most major sites in the old center of romantic Seville. (Several
faceless international hotels are available as well, but for the most part
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they’re removed from what you’re going to Seville to see, and so I don’t
include them.)

o If you arrive in town without a reservation, check out INFHOR, a private
initiative that has a kiosk in the Santa Justa train station and maintains
relationships with several dozen hotels in Seville. They’ll show you
brochures, makes suggestions in your price range, and then call and
make a reservation for you (at no cost to you; hotels pay a commission).

<4 Note that prices rise significantly (as much as double) during Seville’s
Rz & \ famous Semana Santa (Holy Week) and Feria de Abril (April Fair) cele-

L ) brations — basically, two weeks a year (see the “Fiesta time! Seville’s
popular festivals” sidebar in this chapter). The high end of the rates in
the following section reflects those increases (but, because those rates
distort the overall picture, | don’t base the dollar-sign ratings on those
special rates). If you intend on coming to Seville for either celebration,
make your reservations very early — as much as a year (that’s right, one
year) in advance, especially for the choicest spots that [ mention in the
hotel listings.

The top hotels

stese, Hotel Alfonso X111
$8$$$ 0O1d City

This old-world classic will break the bank, but if you have a bank to break,
it’s the place to do it. The finest and most famous hotel in Seville, the his-
toric Alfonso XIII (Alfonso Tray-thay) ranks right up there with Madrid’s
Ritz and Palace — one of Spain’s most distinguished and storied hostel-
ries. When Princess Elena got married in Seville a few years back, she and
the entire Royal Family stayed here. A beautiful, imposing structure with
the city’s most prestigious address, it has opulent halls with marble floors,
carved wooden ceilings, and Moorish arches and tiles. The 146 rooms are
appropriately regal, as are the gardens and magnificent pool, but this
indulgent palace isn’t for everyone. As the kind of place where the rich
and famous drop in and expect to be treated with deference, it seems a bit
stilted and snooty to me, but it’s undeniably luxurious.

See map page 380. San Fernando, 2. At Puerta de Jerez, junction of Avenida
Constitucion and San Fernando, near Parque Maria Luisa. & 800-325-3535 or 888-
625-5144 in the United States, in Spain 95-491-70-00. Fax: 95-491-70-99. www . hotel -
alfonsoxiii.com. Parking: 15€ ($18). Rack rates: 455€ ($546) double. Easter and
Feria de Abril: 469€-527€ ($563-$632). Weekend rates available. AE, DC, MC, V.

BES)

<2 Hotel Apartamentos Casa Imperial
$$$8-$$8$8 Edge of Old City

Calling this impeccable retreat an aparthotel — a Spanish term that
implies cheesy kitchenettes and bad carpeting — seems absurd because
nothing is further from the truth. Sure, all rooms have small kitchens and
some have small living areas, but this is a refined version, and a great hotel

ki
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solution for people wanting space and privacy. With four plant-filled, inte-
rior patios, brilliantly tiled staircases, small pools and fountains that kids
will love, and boldly painted rooms, the five-year-old Casa Imperial is one
of akind. Near the Casa Pilatos, this 15th-century palace (which incredibly
belonged to the butler of the Marquis of Tarifa) is charming and intimate
with great personal attention. As hard as it is to believe that Casa Imperial
lies in the middle of bustling Seville, the hotel is perfectly in tune with the
city’s romanticism. The 24 apartments are popular with Germans, because
the hotel is owned by a joint Spanish and German initiative.

See map page 380. Calle Imperial, 29. One block north of Plaza Pilatos, off San
Estéban; northest of the Cathedral. @ 95-450-03-00. Fax: 95-450-03-30. www . casa
imperial.com. Parking: 18€ ($22). Rack rates: 220€-305€ ($264-3366) double,
breakfast buffet included. Holy Week, Easter, and Feria de Abril: 380€ ($456). AE, DC,
MC, V.

Hotel Las Casas de la Juderia
$$$ Barrio de Santa Cruz

Secluded at the end of a small alley off the edge of the Santa Cruz
neighborhood — the former Jewish enclave, la Juderia — this is one of the
best-value hotels in Spain. But the secret’s out. The place is packed year-
round, so book a room early. The hotel occupies a 17th-century palace of
the Duke of Béja, the patron of Cervantes (the Duke actually owned a
series of mansions here). The brightly painted palace — brilliant Sevillano
yellows, whites, and blues — has a series of tranquil interior patios with
gurgling fountains. The 57 rooms are impressively appointed, and are all
different. They have handsome antique furnishings, and many have four-
poster beds and small living rooms. Service is top-notch, although it can
get a little hectic at check-in and check-out times. The sister property,
Hotel Las Casas de los Mercadere, is very similar in style and a good alter-
native if this one, one of the most popular hotels in Seville, is full.

See map page 380. Plaza Santa Maria la Blanca/Callején de Dos Hermanas, 7.
Difficult to find; near the church of Santa Maria la Blanca, on northeast border of
Santa Cruz, down a tiny alleyway. & 95-441-51-50. Fax: 95-442-21-70. www .casasy
palacios.com. Parking: 15€ ($18). Rack rates: 1286€—156€ ($154-8187) double.
Holy Week, Easter, and Feria de Abril: 246€ ($295). AE, DC, MC, V.

Hotel Las Casas de los Mercaderes
$$$ Zona Centro

Another in a winning family of character-driven Seville hotels in atmos-
pheric palaces, this hotel is a little smaller and only the slightest bit more
exclusive than its sister, Las Casas de la Juderia. In the city’s commercial
center, between Plazas San Francisco and El Salvador, it’s only minutes
away from the Cathedral. The 47 rooms in this handsome white mansion
with yellow- and blue-trimmed windows are set back from the street on a
small courtyard. The rooms are impeccably decorated; many have small
balconies overlooking the perfect 18th-century Andalusian patio. Guests
are equal parts business travelers and vacationers.
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See map page 380. Calle Alvarez Quintero. Three blocks north of Cathedral, between
Plazas El Salvador and San Francisco. @ 95-422-58-58. Fax: 95-422-98-84. Internet:
www.casasypalacios.com. Parking: 15€ ($18). Rack rates: 105€-128€
($126-$154) double. Holy Week, Easter, and Feria de Abril: 210€. AE, DC, MC, V.

Hotel Las Casas del Rey de Baeza
$$$ Zona Centro

Recently purchased by the Epoque Hotel group — it was formerly owned
by the same people with the other “Casa” hotels in Seville — this luxury
boutique hotel has gotten an additional injection of chic style. In a resi-
dential neighborhood near the Casa Pilatos (see the review later in this
chapter), it’s just a tad removed from the tourist hordes but still within
walking distance of the Cathedral and Santa Cruz district. The 41 spacious
and warmly attired rooms have large, modern, marble bathrooms, and a
number of them feature living rooms. Rooms are on three levels around a
lovely central courtyard of this 18th-century converted mansion. And if
those views aren’t enough for you on a warm Seville day, try the ones from
the adorable rooftop pool.

See map page 380. Plaza Cristo de la Redencién. Off Calle Santiago, between Corral
del Conde and Casa Pilatos. @ 95-456-14-96. Fax: 95-456-14-41. www.epoque
hotels.com/hospescasasdelrey.html. Parking: 15€ ($18). Rack rates:
125€-147€ ($150-$176) double. Holy Week, Easter, and Feria de Abril: 288€ ($346).
AE, DC, MC, V.

La Casa del Maestro
$$$ Zona Centro

A charming house that once belonged to a flamenco guitar legend, this
warm and handsome small hotel (just 12 rooms), which opened in 2001, is
one of the best and most intimate options in the city. It exudes authentic
Seville flavor. The rooms, which all carry names like “El Emigrante” and
“Gaditanas,” are lovingly decorated without being pretentious or frilly.
Photographs and objects related to the Maestro’s music career and fasci-
nation with bullfighting fill the common areas. Although it’s some distance
from the city’s major attractions, the house sits on a tiny pedestrian alley-
way and has a beautiful rooftop deck, ideal for relaxing, reading, and
having breakfast.

See map page 380. Aimudena, 5. Between Alhondiga and Fco. Carrién, near Iglesia
de Santa Catalina. © 95-450-00-07. Fax: 95-450-00-06. www . 1acasadelmaestro.
com. Nearby parking: 15€ ($18). Rack rates: 114€—143€ ($137-$172) double. AE, DC,
MC, V.

Taberna del Alabardero
$33$-$$$$$  Zona Centro

Consider yourself lucky if you score one of the seven doubles at this exqui-
site little place. Forget about Easter and April Fair because they’re booked
at least two years in advance, but as long as you don’t plan on scoring one



s(-(HE BQ.)

BES).

Luxury on the outskirts of town

If you're willing to stay outside Seville, and you're in the mood for true Andalusian luxury,
Hacienda Benazuza is the place. In Sanliicar la Major, about 16km (10 miles) from Seville,
this sprawling estate was an Arab country house in the tenth century and then a luxu-
rious farmhouse perched on a hill of olive groves. Today it's one of the finest hotels in
Spain (with prices to match), a rustic palace with splendidly manicured gardens, Moorish
pools and fountains, and palm tree-lined patios. The elegant guest rooms overflow with
style and color. The gourmet restaurant, La Alqueria, is also one of the bestin the coun-
try, a true destination for gastronomes, with innovative dishes straight from the mind and
laboratory of Ferran Adria of the famous El Bulli restaurant in Catalufia. Even if you don't
stay here, a meal, although very expensive (tasting menu: 100€/$120) ranks as perhaps
the top dining experience in southern Spain. To get there from Seville, follow the signs
for Huelva and go south on the A-49 highway; take exit No. 6.

The hotel is at Virgen de las Nieves, s/n, on a hillside above the little agrarian hamlet
of Sanltcar la Mayor. @ 95-570-33-44. Fax: 95-570-34-10. www . hbenazuza . com and
www.elbullihotel.com.Free parking. Rack rates: 320€nd390<€ ($384-$468). Four
nights’ minimum stay required during Semana Santa and Feria de Abril. AE, DC, MC,
V. Closed August.
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then, you may luck out. It’s a meticulously restored 19th-century mansion
that belonged to the poet J. Antonio Cavestany. The hotel features a gor-
geous arcaded central patio, where breakfast and afternoon coffee are
served. The rooms, on the third floor of the mansion, are named for places
in Spain. They’re all top-of-the-line elegant, with rich fabrics, bold flower
patterns, and hot tubs, though each is different in configuration and dec-
oration. As you may expect in a place so small, the service is very personal
and friendly. If that isn’t enough, the restaurant by the same name is one
of the city’s finest (see the review later in this chapter).

See map page 380. Zaragoza, 20. Four blocks northwest of the Cathedral, near
Maestranza bullfighting ring. @ 95-450-27-20. Fax: 95-456-36-66. www . taberna
delalabardero.com. Parking: 15€ ($18). Rack rates: 145€ ($174) double. Holy
Week, Easter, and Feria de Abril: 235€ ($282) double. AE, DC, MC, V.

Seville’s runner-up hotels

With the exception of Hotel Dofia Maria and Hotel Los Seises, all the fol-
lowing small hotels represent good bargains.

Hotel Alcdntara

$$ Santa Cruz A small hotel with modern but plain monochromatic
rooms, it isn’t as nice as the Amadeus or several others in Santa Cruz, but
worth a look if those are full. See map p. 380. Ximénez de Enciso, 28. & 95-450-
05-95. www .hotelalcantara.net.



388 Part V: Southern Spain: Andalusia

Hotel Amadeus

$$ Santa Cruz This charming, small hotel, in an 18th-century manor
house in the heart of Santa Cruz, is new but opts for older-style rooms,
which are very nicely decorated (some have touches like exposed brick
walls). It also has a splendid deck with great views. See map p. 380. Farnesio, 6.
T 95-450-14-43. www .hotelamadeussevilla.com.

&2 Hotel Doiia Maria

$$-$$$ Old City This small family hotel is a good alternative if you don’t
mind frilly bedspreads and curtains; it has a nice terrace with a small pool
and dreamy views. It’s also right across the plaza from the giant Cathedral,
the heart of Seville. Kids can watch the horses line up with their carriages
along the plaza. But compared to other small hotels in Seville, it’s over-
priced. See map p. 380. Don Remondo, 19. @ 95-422-49-90. www . hdmaria.com.

Hotel La Rébida

$$ Old City This former 19th-century casa noble (aristocratic mansion)
on a quiet street is a real find in the inexpensive category. See map p. 380.
Castelar, 24. Four blocks west of the Cathedral. @ 95-422-09-60. http://www.
Z2abookings.com.

ki

Hotel Los Seises

$$5-$$8$ Old City On a small street behind the Cathedral, Los Seises
(say-says) has one of Seville’s quintessential views. From the rooftop pool,
the cathedral tower is just a few hundred yards away. A former 16th-cen-
tury palace, it has been updated with touches of modernity. Rooms are
well-appointed and very large, with foyers and sunken sitting areas. See
map p. 380. Segovias, 6. Two blocks north of the Cathedral, off Placentines. @ 95-
422-94-95. www . so1.com/hotel/Tos-seises.

Hotel Puerta d’ Triana

$$ Old City A surprisingly elegant place on busy Reyes Catolicos, with
ornate public rooms and plainer but large and comfortable guest rooms,
this mid-size hotel has a great location for the budget category. See map
p. 380. Reyes Catdlicos, 5. Three blocks north of Paseo de Cristébal Colén. & 95-421-
54-04. www .hotelpuertadetriana.com.

Hotel Rey Alfonso X

$$ Santa Cruz This small, sleek hotel is nicely decorated and well
located, right next to the Plaza Santa Maria la Blanca and the atmospheric
Barrio de Santa Cruz. See map p. 380. Ximénez de Enciso, 35. & 95-421-73-07.
www.reyalfonsox.com.

Hotel Simdn

$$ Old City A former 18th-century private mansion, this is Seville’s best
bargain hotel, important if you're bringing the whole family. It has elegant
public rooms, a beautiful interior courtyard, and a stately dining room.
Rooms are all different and have nice antiques; the place is frequently full.
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See map p. 380. Garcia de Vinuesa, 19. Two blocks west of the Cathedral. @ 95-422-
66-60. E-mail:hotel-simon@sol.com.

Dining out

The natural division in Seville is between restaurants where you can
enjoy a sit-down dinner and others that are more informal tapas (appe-
tizer) joints. At many of the latter, there’s no rule against sitting down —
if you're lucky enough to score a coveted seat — but it’s an entirely dif-
ferent way of assembling a meal. I love snacking my way across Spain,
but the joy of eating at bars and restaurant counters and front rooms in
Seville is something special. Even the sit-down places have tapas bars in
front, so if you arrive at one and it looks dead or too pricey, go with Plan
B, tapas.

For more on Spanish dining customs, including mealtimes, costs, and
tipping, see Chapter 2.

Enjoying the top restaurants for a sit-down meal

Becerrita
$$$ Zona Centro ANDALUSIAN

A classic Seville restaurant with a faithful clientele, this old-style place has
the requisite small tapas bar up front and a couple of partitioned, clubby
dining rooms. Patrons feasts on merluza Puerta de Carmona, hake served
with mushrooms, Iberian ham, and prawns. If you're not up for being part
of the boys’ club, sit at the bar and sample some of the imaginative tapas,
such as crepes stuffed with foie gras in orange sauce, or white asparagus
mousse. Tapas and main dish specials are featured daily.

See map page 380. Recaredo, 9. & 95-441-20-57. Reservations recommended. Main
courses: 126-24€ ($14-$29). AE, DC, MC, V. Open: Mon—Sat lunch and dinner, Sun
lunch only. Closed: Last two weeks in Aug.

Casa Robles
$$$-$$$$ Zona Centro ANDALUSIAN

Going strong since the 1950s, Casa Robles is as unpretentious and straight-
forward as its name, which means oak house. Focusing on fresh, top-qual-
ity meat, fish, and vegetables, the Robles brothers maintain their place
among Seville’s traditional, elite restaurants. The family-owned place has
an enthusiastic following among locals, and it always seems to be bustling.
The fresh fish always looks good; check out lubina con naranjas (sea bass
with Sevillana oranges), or hake with clams and Serrano ham.

See map page 380. Alvarez Quintero, 58. Two blocks north of the Cathedral. T 95-
456-32-72. Reservations recommended. Main courses: 10€—18€ ($12-822). Meni
del dia: 25€ ($30). Tasting menu: 36€. AE, DC, MC, V. Open: Daily lunch and dinner.
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Eating and drinking like a Sevillano

Fried foods, cold soups, and slightly chilled aperitif wines rule the day in Andalusia. The
best way to beat the heat is with a cold bowl of gazpacho (gath-potch-oh), a chilled
tomato soup. Pescaito frito, deep-fried fish, is served in nearly every bar and restau-
rant. As in Madrid, the pursuit of tapas and copas (all-hours snacking and drinking,
respectively) is a local institution, but Andalusians insist that they invented the art of
tapas. The tapeo (tapas crawl) in Seville and Cérdoba is a joyous affair like nowhere
else in Spain. Andalusian aperitif wines — jerez (sherry), from just south of Seville,
and montilla (mahn-tee-ya), a splendid dry wine from Cérdoba — are superb.

s, Egaiia Oriza

BES)

$$$$ Zona Centro BASQUE/INTERNATIONAL

If you're only visiting southern Spain and you don’t have a chance to
sample authentic Basque cooking anywhere else, make a beeline here. And
if you've come directly from Bilbao, you may have even more reason to
check out Seville’s best Basque restaurant, which just happens to be its
top-rated dining room. A husband-and-wife team innovates at this swank
place cater-corner from the city’s most prestigious hotel, the Alfonso XIII.
The restaurant’s stylish decor, in a restored mansion just off the Murillo
Gardens, is as inspired as the menu. If you get a chance to dine here, start
off with salmorejo (the thick Cordoban version of gazpacho) with oysters
and serrano ham and follow it up with lubina con crema de patata al
azafran (silky sea bass with a saffron-potato cream sauce). Savory game
and meats, such as duck and wild boar, are given interesting accents,
including wild cherries, plums, figs, and apple puree.

See map page 380. San Fernando, 41. At entrance to Murillo Gardens. & 95-422-
72-54, Reservations required. Main courses: 16€-25€ ($19-$30). Meni del dia: 48€
($58). Tasting menu: 51€ ($61). AE, DC, MC, V. Open: Mon—Fri lunch and dinner, Sat
dinner only, bar daily 9 a.m. to midnight. Closed: Aug.

Enrique Becerra
$$$ Zona Centro ANDALUSIAN

At this friendly place just around the corner from Plaza Nueva and Seville’s
Cathedral, even first-time visitors are welcomed like members of the reg-
ular crew, and it has a slew of regulars. A cozy spot that feels more like a
tavern than a restaurant, it has got a hopping tapas bar (with stools!) in
front with an impossible-to-choose-from lineup of clams, stuffed mush-
rooms, and more, and an attractive back dining room with deep yellow
walls, dark beams, and leaded glass. If you sit down, you can try crispy
codfish with asparagus sauce, or roast lamb with honey and stuffed with
spinach and pine nuts. The wine cellar is one of Seville’s most select.




































































































































