Building Triggers

ne of the first camera hacks I ever performed was the extension of

the remote trigger release on my Canon EOS SLR: I extended it to

shoot pictures of myself on roller skates from a distance. The hack
was so easy I soon learned to make trigger switches as well. Trigger switches
and extensions can serve purposes other than self-portraiture. You might
want to set up your camera gear in a remote location to photograph birds
and other animals in action. Sometimes I would set my camera in my ham-
sters’ cages to capture their daily activities. Another popular remote trigger
application is shooting sporting events. Photographers have been known to
rig their gear inside hockey rinks and even in goalie boxes, generally using
wireless triggers. But nothing is stopping you from running wired camera
equipment to the basketball hoop in your yard. Mounting your camera there
can render some awesome pictures of your kids playing basketball.

This chapter helps you make trigger switches and extend their ranges. If
you have trigger switches from older generation cameras, you may be able

to adapt them for use on your new state-of-the-art cameras. This chapter
shows you how to make those adapters. Most single-lens reflex (SLR) cam-
eras have a built-in shutter trigger port, and you connect to this port
directly. But most point-and-shoot (P&S) cameras lack this nifty feature.
On these cameras, you hack the camera itself and wire a trigger port directly
to the shutter switch. This trigger port will use the same interface as the one
available on SLRs, so if you have both types of camera systems, you can use
the same remote trigger switch and extender for all your gear.

Making a Wired Remote Trigger

Most SLRs, even entry-level ones, have a remote shutter release socket so
you can shoot pictures without actually touching the camera body. The
remote trigger is used often in long-exposure photography, where even a
small amount of vibration can introduce blurriness into the image. As
steady as your hands are, they are not machines, and, therefore, they are
prone to tiny movements that you may not be aware of until you view your
picture. With a wired remote trigger release, the camera body can be
mounted on a tripod, and you operate the camera through the wired
remote trigger.
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