Setting Up
Your Profile

When you set up your MySpace account,
you get a basic profile with yournartie,
your picture, and a few contactlinks. To
make your MySpace profile your space,
you need to customize, Chiapters 2 and 3
offer some powerful profile customization
tips, but this chaptergets,you off to a
more leisurely start with a few simple
customizatiofis. For“example, you will

learn how to change your profile name,
how to get a custom MySpace Web
address, and how to add more photos to
your site and use one of those photos as
your new profile picture. You will also

learn how to specify a networking category,
set up an offline message, and cancel your
account if things do not work out.



Change Your Profile Display Name

Get a Custom Web Address for Your Profile

Upload Photos to Your Profile

Change Your Default Profile Picture

Specify a Networking Affiliation for Your Profile

Find People for Networking

Set Up a Message to Display When You Are Offline

Cancel Your MySpace Account




Change Your Profile
Display Name

You can change your profile display name Because your MySpace profile acts as a

to something that better suits you or the kind of online persona, it is possible that
topic of your MySpace Web site. the persona you want the world to see
When you sign up for a MySpace account, ~ may change after a while. If that happens,
one of the first things you specify is a then you might want to change your
name that you want the MySpace world display name to something more suited to
to know you as. This name appears at the the new you or to the new theme of your
top of your profile, above your picture. profile.

@ n MySpace, click Home.
@ Click Edit Profile.
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@ Click Save Changes.

MySpace updates your
profile.

O Click View My Profile.

® Your profile appears with
the new display name.

Note: In Chapter 3, see the
“Replace Your Profile Name with a
Custom Image” task to learn how to
use an image in place of your name.

More Options!
By default, you do not have any way to customize the look of your
profile name, just the text itself. Note, however, that MySpace only
allows a maximum of 50 characters for the name. If you would like
to dress up your name with fonts and colors, see the first three
tasks in Chapter 2.




Get a Custom Web
Address for Your Profile

You can make it easier to direct other other people to remember. To solve this
people to your MySpace profile by setting ~ problem, you can sign up for a custom
up a custom MySpace Web address. MySpace Web address, which looks
When you first sign up with MySpace, something like this:

they assign you an eight-digit “friend ID,”  www.myspace.com/MyProfile
and that ID is used as the address of your In an actual address, the MyProfile part

profile. Here is an example: would be some name that you specify.
www.myspace.com,/77453322 This is much easier to remember, so
Having a number as part of your address having such an address makes it simple to
makes your address nearly impossible for send people to your profile.

@ n MySpace, click Home. ~
@ Click Edit Profile. Paul!
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Type the text you want to
use for your address.

Type the text again.
Click Submit.

MySpace warns you that
you can never change
the address.

Click OK.

MySpace warns you
again that you can never
change the address.

Click OK.

If you do not want to
give MySpace your real
name, click Skip.

Type your first name.
Type your last name.
Click Submit.

MySpace shows your
new MySpace address.

Caution!
As the warnings that the MySpace displays indicate, you cannot change
your Web address once you select it. If you decide you prefer a different
address, you have no choice but to start up a new MySpace account.
Therefore, give serious thought to the address you prefer before
committing to it.




Upload Photos
to Your Profile

You can give your profile visitors some However, MySpace allows you to upload
good eye candy by uploading a lot of other photos to your profile. Having a lot
pictures to your profile. of interesting and fun images can really

In your main profile page, visitors can make your site popular.

then click the Pics link on your profile Note that you cannot upload images

page to view images you have uploaded to  of cartoons, celebrities, nudity, or

your profile. By default, the Pics page pornography, or copyrighted images. The
contains only the image you uploaded images must be less than 600KB and must
when you first signed up with MySpace. be in either the JPEG or GIF format.

@ n MySpace, click Home.

Film  Mail | Blog
Click Upload / Change
o Phot pload / g Hello, Paul!
010S. Your Network:
Edit Profils | Safe biede 78,856,772
mﬁ‘ﬂm‘ profile ¥iews:
Accomn b ttings asn
e e
laneas Colenl e Show My:
lanaga Blog Ranking Score
Favorites
Manage Address Beok Inwite History
Classified Posts
Bulletin Posts
My Groups
Viaww My:
Profila | Elog
The Upload Your Photo Horma s || Search  Inwite | Film | Mail  Blog | Fav

page appears.
@ Click Browse.

Upload Your Photo

Share your photos to let friends and other

members see who you are

Photos ray be & max of 600K in these formats: GIF or JPG [help]

Photos may not conkain nudity, sexually sxpliot content, vialent or offensive
material, or copyrighted images, Do not load images of other people without their
permission.[photo policy]

Having trouble uploading photos? Read the Fag.

Photos may not contain nudity, vislent or offensive material, or
copyrighted images. If you violate these terms your account will be
deleted.

If you don't see the Upload Photo

form below, click here

Upload Photo _9
| Brcse...
I
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Choose file ] The Choose File dialog
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Hzaving trouble uploading photas? Read the FaQ.

Photos may not contain nudity, violent or offensive material, or
copyrighted images. If you violale these terms your account will be
deleted.

If you don't see the Upload Photo

form below, click here
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More Options!

You can make your photos more interesting by adding captions that
describe, date, or title the images. Follow Steps 1 and 2 to display the
Upload Your Photo page. Scroll down the page until you see the photo
with which you want to work, and then click Add Caption. Type the
caption in the text box that appears, and then click Update Caption.
When MySpace asks you to confirm, click Post Caption.




Change Your Default
Profile Picture

You can present a different face to the
MySpace world by changing your default
profile image.

When you signed up for your MySpace
account, you were given the opportunity
to upload a picture to MySpace, and that
picture became the image that appears
on your main profile page. This picture
also appears when you send messages,
friend requests, bulletins, and invitations,

post to a group, and when people use
the MySpace Browse feature to look for
your profile. In other words, your default
profile photo is your MySpace “face.”

If you have uploaded other photos — as
described in the previous task — then you
may have a new image that you think is
more suitable to appear as your MySpace
image. If so, then you can change your
default photo to the new image.

Your MNetwork:
78,856,772

Edit Profile | Safe Mode
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Accou
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Invite History
Classified Posts
Bulletin Posts
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@ Click Home.
@ Click Upload / Change
Photos.
profie | Hlag
The Upload Your Photo

page appears.

@ Below the image you
want to use for your
profile, click Set As
Default.

Your current photos:

Use ‘add Caption’ ta add/edit phota captions;
'Default’ photo is the first photo people see on your profila,

*-Sataa datault :9 | -Add Caption- ] [ -Add to Fianking- | [ -Dislata- ]
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MySpace warns you
that it may take up to
25 hours for other users

Microsoft Internet Explorer

Your new default image will appear on vour profile instantly, -
' It may take up to 24 hours For the change to appear to see the new picture
when users 'Browse' and find your profile, when they use Browse
to find you.

4
O Ciick oK.

® MySpace adds “This is
currently your profile

Your current photos: image” under the photo.

Use 'Add Caption' to add/edit photo captions;
'Default’ photo is the first photo people see on your profile.

* This is currently yvour profile image.‘—.

[ -AddCaption- || -AddtoRanking- | [ -Delete- |

)

More Options!

If you have photos that you no longer want others to view, you should
delete them to reduce the amount of time it takes for your Pics page to
load. Follow Steps 1 and 2 to display your uploaded photos, and then
click Delete under a photo you no longer need. Click OK when MySpace
asks you to confirm.



Specify a Networking
Affiliation for Your Profile

You can contact people in the same line search for other MySpace members in the
of work as you by specifying the field in same line of work and make contact with
which you work and what you do in that any that look interesting or promising.
field. The first step is to specify your

Although MySpace is a great way to meet  networking affiliation, which means the
new friends, it is also a good source for field in which you work, the sub-field, and
new career opportunities. If you specity the role you play. You can then search on
your line of work — what MySpace calls this information, which is covered in the

your networking affiliation — you can then  next task.

@ Click Home.
@ Click Edit Profile.

¥ Groups

The Profile Edit - :
Interests & Personality & Profile Edit - Interests & Personality
page appears Inturasr @ ernaity | e | See i | Saskoruuns @ syl | Schews | Cerpanis | Sesacking | Srafie Seegs

® Click Networking.
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@ In the Field list, click the

field in which you work.

In the Sub-Field list, click
the sub-field in which
you work.

In the Role list, click your
role at work.

Type a description for
your work.

To include a link to

your home page, type
the following in the
Description box (replace
URL with the address):

<a href="URL">
My Home Page</a>

Click Save Changes.

MySpace adds the
networking affiliation
to your profile.

More Options!
If you want to use MySpace for networking, be sure to let everyone who
views your profile know that. Click Home, click Edit Profile, and then
click Basic Info. In the Basic Information window, scroll down to the |
Am Here For section and click Networking ([_] changes to []).




Find People for
Networking

You can enhance your career prospects by
using the MySpace Search feature to look
for members who are in the same line of
work as you.

You saw in the previous task that you
can update your profile to include your
networking affiliation: your work field,
sub-field, and role. After you have done
that, you may receive messages or
friend requests from people in the same

line of work. However, why wait to be
contacted? You can use the MySpace
Search feature to display a list of members
who are in the same line of work. Of
course, your networking searches are

not limited to people who do the same
job as you. For example, if you are a
writer, you may be interested in
contacting acquisitions editors or
publishers.

@ Click Search.

Farum Events

Your Network:
78,850,772

Invte  Film |Mail Blog  Favorites Graups

Edit Profile | Safe Moda

Upload  Change Photos rrofile ¥iews:
30

Account Setlings

Last Login:
Edit Comments ELEIEOE
Hanage Calendar Show My:
Ranking Scare
Favorites
Invite History
Classified Posts
Bulletin Posts
My Groups

Manags Bleg
Hanage Address Book

The MySpace Search page [ asiliations for networking
appears. Field:
In the Field list, click the Sub-fisld:

Raole:

field you want to search.

In the Sub-Field list, click
the sub-field you want to

Keyword:

4—9 |

|bouks

feind

search.

In the Role list, click the
role you want to search.

Type an optional keyword
to narrow your search.

Click Find.

MySpace displays the
search results.
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® MySpace displays
enhanced Affiliation
for Networking search
options so you can
refine your search.

Under Browse For,
specify Women,

Men, or Both

(O changesto ®).
Under Between Ages,
click to specify an age
range.

In the Country list, click
to specify a country.

In the Postal Code list,
click to specify a distance
from a ZIP code.

Click Update.

MySpace displays the
revised search results.

© 6 © ©o

Use these links to contact
a person with whom you
want to network.

®

)

Try This!
If you want to find members with the same field, sub-field, or role as
you, MySpace offers a quick method. In your profile, scroll down to the
Networking section, and then click your field, sub-field, or role. MySpace
runs a search for members who have the same networking affiliation as
the one you clicked.




Set Up a Message to Display
When You Are Offline

You can set up a message that people see
when they view your profile while you are

not online.

When people view your profile, MySpace
displays an Online icon next to your
picture when you are signed in, and
nothing if you are not. For something a
little friendlier, you can configure your
account to display a message when you

are offline. This is usually called an away
message. Your away message appears at the
top of your profile.

You can also configure your account to
not accept any new messages while you
are offline. If other users click your Send
a Message link, they just see your away
message, instead.

@ Click Home.
@ Click Account Settings.

The Change Account
Settings page appears.

© Click View / Edit Away
Message.

Hello, Pau

ch Invde Film  Mail g Favortes Farum G

T

Your Network:
Edit Profile | Safe Mode 78,856,772

Upload / Change Photos _9 profile Views:
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Classified Posts
Bulletin Posts
My Groups
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;:trii:;s: -Change Settings-

Music

Settings: -Change Settings-

New!

Away -View dit Away Messa E'J

Message: —Jvu—
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Enter your away message The Enter Your AWay
Message page appears.
Sorry 1 missed you! I'm not on MySpace right now, but I'll be
o s, M ol o s 248 8 ook around @ Click inside the Message
box and type your
message.
e @ Click here if you want

other people to see
your message when
they try to contact you
([] changes to [¢]).

L»E@how away message wWhen somesne wants to sand me 3 message:

Enter your away message e Click Save.
Serry 1 missed yau! [m not on MySpace right row, but Tl be MySpace saves your
back seea. In the meantims, fe2l free ta take a leok arsund
my peefile, Make yourself &t home! away message.

[#] show away message when scmaone wants to sand me @ message:

.-’E

@ >

Check This Out!

Crafting an interesting or funny away message is an art in itself,
and there are many sites on the Web devoted to recording the best
away messages. Many are aimed at instant messaging programs,
but you can adapt the messages to MySpace easily enough. See
WWW.awaymessages.com or www.awaybox.com. You can also run
a Google search on the phrase “away messages.”



Cancel Your
MySpace Account

You can cancel your MySpace account if
you want to start over with a fresh profile.

The first part of this chapter explained
how to get a custom MySpace address for
your profile. If you went through the
steps in that task, you saw that MySpace
warns you #wice that you cannot change
your address after you select it. So what

do you do if you do not like the address
you picked or if the address no longer
fits the theme of your profile? Your only
choice is to start over with a new account
and then choose a different address.
After you get your new profile set up,
you can then delete your old MySpace
account.

@ Click Home.
@ Click Account Settings.

Viaw My:
profile | Blog

ch Invde Film  Mal g Favorttes Farum ips  Events

Your Network:

Edit Profile | Safe Mode 78,856,772

Upload / Change Photos _9 Profile Yiews:
Bctouint Soltings < w0
ﬂ q Last Login:
A 5/13/2006
L Calendar
i i Show My:

Ranking Score
Favorites
Inwite History
Classified Posts
Bulletin Posts
My Groups

Manags Bleg
Hanage Address Book

Home

The Change Account
Settings page appears.

© Click Cancel Account.

- Wi iy Profibe-

Brawse

Change Account Settings
MOTE: Changing your default email or name can makegh hard for your friends
to find or recognize you on MySpace é

My Account Settings

Search [nvdte Film  Mail Blog Favortes Forum  Groups

i ~Lanel
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Fial || Rlag | Faarbas | Fasn m | Husicz|| £ The Cancel MySpace
Cancel MySpace Account Account page appears.
oYy B Yo o penmants st s o persns mareon o ose. s | @) Click Cancel My Account.

Infarration carnol be restared,

“Yau may re-registar yaur current amail sddress afer cancelling, bus vou wil nzed to rzbuild your persznal
rtwark froe sceatch,

AR VOU FURE 70U DRANT TG GANCEL POLR ACCILHT?

*(—9

| Cancallation Cammnts: MySpace asks you to

L;:UE arather ¥wSpace account, =a 1'm canceling this eXp|aIn why you are
cancelling and to confirm

that you want to cancel.

@ Click Cancel My Account.

P

\\
&/

Caution!

If you have important information on your MySpace profile that you
want to preserve, be sure to copy that information to your computer
before you cancel your account. Once you cancel your MySpace account,
all your blog posts and other data get deleted, so be sure to save what
you need.

e
1




Cancel Your MySpace
Account (continued)

You can also cancel your MySpace
account if you want to leave the service.

Some people find that MySpace is a great
deal of fun at first, but then it becomes
less exciting over time. Most people do
not have the time to keep up with a blog,
which requires regular posts to keep an
audience. Other people get tired of the

constant spam messages, group
invitations, rude comments, and other
negative aspects of MySpace. You can
prevent many of these unwanted messages
by making your MySpace account more
private (see Chapter 8) and more secure
(see Chapter 9).

MySpace sends you an
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When the cancellation
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Why You Received an Email
w OLr racards shos that yoo raguestad ta cancal yeur member accamnt o MySpaca. tam
+ Ta zerplze zancelatian yau must canfiem by Falawing he instruztions clow.

+ 1% you o longer wish ta cavcel your MySgace accaunt, smph do nothing. Yeur accaut wil reran
actve

Cancel MySpace Account

By Llicking e "Cance! My Sccount® bullon delow, you =il canfiom sacslation of Fe rember asconl
reqiEtared to this enzil addass:

rysaoce@msdies.cam

Why You Received an Email

» Our rEcarcs shaw that you raquestad ta catcal yous member ascaunt on MySpace.com
+ Ta zomaletz zancelatian yau must canfirm by falowne the instrusticns below.

+ 1 you roloager wish ta cancsl your MySpaze accaunt, srple do nothing, *our azcaunt il raman

avlive,

Cancel| MySpace Account
Tha aecount sacistaran to tha floeing eral 2diress has hean schadilad for carcallation:
rvspaceftnefammes com

Plazse alow <E haurs Far cancelatior wa tzhe affact. Thark wau.

MySpace asks you again
to confirm that you want
to cancel.

© Click Cancel My Account.

MySpace cancels your
account.

Important!

When you cancel your account, MySpace warns you that you must wait
48 hours if you want to create a new MySpace account using the same
e-mail address as you used for your cancelled account. However, that is
hardly ever the case. Most of the time, you can reuse your old MySpace
e-mail address right away.




