





UNDERSTANDING NEWS

News is what affects the greatest number of people with the greatest intensity. Telling
my community the news lets me tell people what’s likely to affect therm and how much it will
affect them. If people don’t know something is happening and don’t know how it will affect
them, they can’t do anything to change or stop what affects them. If people know something is
likely to happen to them, then they have a choice of what do about it. The news and journalists
give people choice about how to shape their lives, their neighborhood, their community, their
world. The news allows people to change the bad and promote the good.

Charlotte Grimes, Knight Chair in Political Reporting, S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications, Syracuse University

lEAHN | Nﬁ OBJEBTI\IES After completing this chapter you will be able to:

@® | determine the core values that create interest in ® | understand how using a beat system will help
news you cover your school in an organized way

® | understand the role of audience in making news ® | understand how to find the sources that will
decisions provide the best information for your stories

® | make informed decisions about covering and ® | provide coverage of your school’s diverse
publishing news, in both print and online editions populations.

Scholastic Journalism, Twelfth Edition. C. Dow Tate and Sherri A. Taylor.
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CHAPTER 1 UNDERSTANDING NEWS

Test your
knowledge

Can you think of a
topic of conversation
you've had with friends
recently or heard
classmates discussing
that could result in a
story on your website
or in the newspaper?

Quick Exercise

From a recent copy of
a local newspaper,
find an example of a
hyperlocal story
focusing on a specific
community. Would this
story be covered in
any other newspaper?
Why is the news
important to this
publication’s readers?

OURE WALKING DOWN THE HALL in your high school and you overhear a conversation

among several members of the student debate team. It turns out that the principal has canceled
an upcoming debate trip because of district budget cuts. The students are dismayed and
disappointed. They have spent months practicing and strategizing for this yearly trip to the state
debate tournament. They don’t understand how this last-minute cancelation could have happened
and they didn’t see it coming.

As this example makes clear, news is all around you. Sometimes you hear it in idle classroom
conversations, sometimes in the cafeteria or the hallways. Or you might read about a pressing
issue being discussed on a social networking site such as Facebook or Twitter. Sometimes you
may not realize that a casual conversation could be the beginning of a story with farreaching
implications. If your friends are talking about it, it may be news.

For instance, if your friends are complaining about not having access to parking in the school
lot despite paying a parking fee, or about having to pay a new fee to participate in clubs and sports
or about not having enough time to eat after lunch periods are cut by five minutes — in each case,
you're hearing potential news. All of these topics appeared as news stories in high school
newspapers. As a reporter, you're empowered to report and write these stories. You'll provide the
context and perspective for these news items, providing the answers to basic questions that your
friends can’t access. You can interview the people who made the decisions and provide factual
information to sort out the gossip and rumor that surround any controversial issue.

The school newspaper and its website can give you a chance to impart important information
to the school community, and to help find constructive solutions to difficult problems. High
school journalists are trained to gather information, interview the relevant sources and to
provide credible, timely stories about the news that matters most to their school communities.

Though high school newspapers usually publish less frequently than municipal or national
papers, most still have an opportunity to publish timely news. This means that the newspaper
staff must be alert to time-sensitive information and be ready to provide context or other
supplemental features if an event occurs a week or two before the paper goes to press. Depending
on when an event occurs, time-sensitive news may be covered on the newspaper’s website and
updated in the print edition. Such stories may have long-lasting implications that can generate
months of coverage and analysis in both print and online editions.

Many professional newspapers focus on hyperlocal news, events and information that are
most important to their immediate and local audience, rather than trying to keep up with the
pace of the 24-hour news cycle. Most school newspapers publish even less frequently than daily
papers, often weekly, every other week or once a month. Ensuring that the print edition of your
high school paper is relevant and timely can be a difficult task. But a well-maintained website can
provide you with opportunities to keep the news fresh, with updated coverage continuing
between print editions.

‘ WORDS of WISDOM

Never, ever be afraid to ask questions. In time, you'll figure out the best way to go about it.
Should you grill that official accused of corruption under the glaring lights of a press conference?
Would it be best to pull aside an aide behind the scenes to get a response no-one else

may get? Or do both? Intimidating situations can turn into exhilarating learning situations when
you get that answer or funny look you may not have expected to get.

Genaro C. Armas, Correspondent, The Associated Press
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change in grading system implemented

By Aaron Calderon
NEWS EDITOR

“A one? How could you get a one?”

Instead of being reprimanded for Fs,
that’s what some students may be hearing
now.

In place of the traditional A, B, C grading
system, Westside Middle School (WMS)
has switched to a 1, 2, 3 system.

Standards-Based Reporting (SBR) was
implemented in the elementary schools last
year and in the middle school this year.

There is a simple explanation for this
change, according to WMS Principal Steve

Schrad.

“The elementary schools changed last
year because all students are required to
meet state and district standards,” Schrad
said. “Research says if we use standards,
which every school does, then we should
grade by standards.”

That’s exactly what SBR does. Students
are given ones for “not yet progressing to
the standard,” twos for “progressing to the
standard” and threes for “meets the stan-
dard.”

Teachers set concepts, or indicators, for
their students to master. These indicators
are how teachers gauge the learning of their

students.

Just as with the previous A, B, C sy
tem, there are “cut scores” which determine
what grade a student receives.

“In ways it’s not a lot different [from the
A, B, C system],” Schrad said. “We’re doing
the same curriculum, actually using more
rigor.”

But teachers have a problem with the cut
scores: they undermine the system of Stan-
dards-Based Reporting. SBR, in its purest
form, does not use percentage scores.

“We're doing both the old and new sys-
tems, not one or the other,” middle school
instructor Dexter Johnson* said. “It doesn’t

what do the numbers mean?

work.”

Even with a new grading system, the
curriculum is the same, and the same con-
cepts are taught.

“Nothing has changed in terms of teach-
ing,” Schrad said.

Nothing except time. Teachers had to
revise their standards to make them more
attainable at the middle school level.

“[The standards] forced teachers to go
in and rewrite the indicators because they
weren't specific enough,” Schrad said.

In addition to creating new indicators,
teachers must grade for each of these new

see WMS page 3

FIGURE 1.1 Lance, Westside
High School, Omaha, Neb.,
Vol. 56, Issue 3, April 4, 2011.
Reproduced by permission of
Rod How.

The Lance front-page
focuses on a change in the
grading system at the local
middle school to conform to
new state grading standards.
The story includes a sidebar
detailing an explanation of the
number-based standard from
the previous letter-based
standard. The second story
focuses on visitors to the
school observing a modular
scheduling system already in
place. Both stories are local,
hyperfocused stories of interest
to the students in this school
and their educational
experiences.

yet progressing
toward the standard
The student shows little understanding
of grade level skills and concepts and

needs frequent assistance and/or sup-
port.

High school officials visit to observe modular scheduling

By Maddie Goodman
MANAGING EDITOR

The same cla every day, the same seven-period struc-
ture. Every moment scheduled.

Westside students are different. With modular schedul-
ing, students are allowed more time to do what they please.

“I have to choose whether to do homework or go to the
café to hangout with friends,” freshman Hannah Bohacek
said.

According to the district website, Westside switched to a
modular schedule in the fall of 1967.

Administrators implemented modular scheduling after
realizing the traditional six-period day did not give students
opportunities to make their own decisions about how to
spend their time at school.

“That’s always been the number one overriding thing for
graduates, that they've always felt, as freshmen in college,
that they were much more able to handle their freedom,”
scheduler Mark Stegman said.

progressing toward
the standard

The student is developing an
understanding of grade level skills and

concepts and may need assistance and/
or support.

Other schools are curious about modular scheduling.

“There’s at least a few schools every year that visit us for
modular scheduling,” Assistant Principal Tony Weers said.

Representatives from these schools come from all over the
country. This year, Westside has hosted schools from South
Carolina, South Dakota and Nebraska.

“There were 300 plus kids in an auditorium there at West-
side and seeing one teacher deliver a lecture to them, it simu-
lated to me a college experience,” said Luke Clamp, princi-
pal of River Bluff High in South Carolina. “How enlightening
that was to see a school provide that experience for students
with the purpose for them to have college experiences on a
high school campus.”

River Bluff chose to explore modular scheduling with the
hope of making its future student body more independent.

Clamps seeks to spread modular scheduling to the other
high schools in the district.

“This school has the opportunity to redesign a path and
a culture of not just one high school, but also duplicate this
in the other four high schools in our district as a potential

meets the s

instrument,” Clamp said.

Even schools around the Omaha metro area are interest-

ed in Westside’s unique system.

“We're looking into different options,” Marian math in-
structor Rochelle Rohlfs said. "It’s not that we feel there is
anything wrong with our scheduling now as it is, but we also
don’t want to rule out anything because of not going out and

looking at what others are doing.”

Westside provides variety for students by offering differ-

ent types of classes.

“Kids can take a wider variety of classes,” Weers said.
“Kids have the opportunity to take more classes over a high

school career.”

Having more class options means the demand for classes
could be uneven from semester to semester. Westside tries to

fill the needs of the students.

“The way we schedule it goes entirely off student request,”
Stegman said. “Not every teacher’s schedule looks the same
from semester to semester, even if they're teaching the same

see MODS page 2

andard

The student demonstrates mastery
of grade level skills and concepts.
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WEBLINK Check out
www.journalism.org

A website produced by the Pew
Research Center for Excellence
in Journalism, this site contains
a wealth of good resources for
journalists especially under the
Journalism Resources link.

WHERE DOES NEWS COME FROM?

It has been said that the word “news” stands for north, east, west and south — the full compass of
directions and topics that a newspaper must cover on a daily basis. According to linguists, though,
the word “news” is a plural variant of a French word, “nouvelles,” and a German word, “neues,”
both meaning that which is novel, or new. Breaking news has come to mean coverage of an important
event as it is actually happening. With today’s access to 24-hour media sources, breaking news has
become a continuous stream of information from multiple sources and locations around the world.

High school papers usually have to report breaking news some time after it occurs. A gas
smell causing a school-wide evacuation was reported in The Lowell, the student newspaper of
San Francisco’s Lowell High School, four days after the event took place. The paper’s website,
however, was able to post the news online just two days after it occurred, and included a gallery
of photos from the event. Fortunately, most high school news is not quite so time-sensitive, and
can interest readers for longer periods of time. Such news is appropriate for both the print and
online editions of your paper.

NEWS VALUE

It is important that the newspaper staff determine the news value of each potential story. This means
evaluating such factors as a story’s timeliness, proximity to your school community, prominence of
the people involved and size of the potential audience — as well as such elements as conflict and
drama, surprise or oddity and emotional and visual appeal. Such factors are essential to how readers
interact with the information and how long they stay with a story before losing interest.

As editors determine the news value of potential stories, they help determine what information
reaches the public. In this way, the newspaper staff become gatekeepers of information, a very
important responsibility in journalism. By choosing to cover some stories rather than others,
they give life and credibility to particular topics and perspectives.

Where to place each story is another important news value decision. The greater the news
value of a story, the more space and more prominent position it should receive in the print
edition. The front-page is the first thing a reader sees, and should therefore be reserved for topics
most important to your audience. In many professional newspapers, local news appears on the
front-page while less timely world and national news is often relegated to inside pages because
it’s less timely. News is also prioritized on websites, where the timeliest news often takes the top
position in a feed or blog. On a website, important and updated news might also be featured in a
special banner or distinct multimedia package.

News value goes hand in hand with the elements of a news lead, which includes the who,
what, when, where, why and how of astory (see Chapter 3 for more on news leads). In determining
the news value of a story, the reporter may determine that the why and how may need to be
emphasized over other facts that may not be as relevant or important.

The more news value a story has, the more important and interesting it will be to a broad
audience. More readers will relate and care about what they are reading. The news value of a
high school story often determines whether it will interest the local community, in addition to the
paper’s primary audience of students, teachers and parents. Below you’ll find a more detailed
discussion of the key factors to keep in mind when assessing the news value of a story.

Timeliness

It goes almost without saying that news travels fast. Information that is current is of greater
interest than older news. When something important happens at your school, students and staff
will talk about it and will pass on the information they have heard, even if it isn’t accurate.
A newspaper staff trained to identify the relevant facts can quickly clarify these events through
the newspaper’s website, as well as through social media such as Twitter.

Reporting old news in the print edition of your newspaper is unlikely to interest readers in an
age of continuous Internet and cable news. Your newspaper’s website can be used to bridge the
gap between print editions, especially through the use of news briefs — short articles that report
the basic facts of timely news stories. Rather than printing information that has already been
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| PHOTOS OF THE WEEK

The saxophene ssction of the Blee Knights Jazz Band
performs a solo a the annual Jazz Night bheld on May 4.

SENIOR DROSTE MILLEDGE cuts across in froat of
the Dlathe gealie as he scores one of his team's four
goals in the game on May 2.

: /'

S " Wies
JUNIOR CALES MASON warks on his swing during
Team Games class on May 2.

O Maddic Bebosmans

JUNIOR DREW BROECKELMAN comforts SENIOR
ABEY MDORE a1 the yoar's last choir concent on May 3.
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{[COMMUNITY

“NEWS IN BRIEF

O»written by Emily Donovan | art by Tom Lynch

SCHOOL—

Parents plan after

graduation party

A casing, an inflatable climbing wall,
Noodies & Co., Sheridan’s, Karaoke, a D],
prizes lincluding iPods) and more will be
avallable to the Class of 2012, The Afier
Graduation Party will take place Thursday,
My IT in the East gymnasium and cafcie-
ria, from @ pom. 1o 1 a.m. Everything is free
for seniors with thelr student ID.

A commitiee of 10 Lancer parenis so
licited donations from families, local busi-
nesses and the Parent-Teacher Associa-
thon throughout the year 1o ralse 4 $12,000
budget for the cvent, These parents hope
o provide a safe, fun party i

Teachers and students look
forward to art awards

Artwork made throughout the semester
will be awarded Wednesday, May 16 from
3-4:30 p.m. in the East cafeteria. The visual
art department teachers will present awands
1o their students, finishing the two-week
long art show outside the counseling office,
the art wing. the gym hallway and through
out the bullding.

Artwork was Judged by Kansas Cify art-
1515, art eachers and art curators from local
museums and businesses. Awards will be
given for judges’ awirds, teachers’ awards,
the first, second and thind place winners,
and i in each visual arts

where the senior class can be tlogether one
last time.

calegory.

With coordination help from the booster
club, Priends of the Art awards ceremony
will inchide snacks.
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Corinth shops undergo
construction

Local Prairie Village shopping centers
are getting a facelift. LANEA Property Group,
Inc. has already begun renovation of the
main center structure al Corinth Squarc,
planning o replace the current wood-shin-
gled roof with clay tiles and recyele design
elements and materlals of Urban Table. Ad-
ditionally, four “pocket parks,” or small sit
Ting recreation arcas, are scheduled o be
constructed at cach of the shopping centers
four corners, LANE4 will be doing similar
renpvation fior johnny’s Tavern exterior pa
tio area and both of Hen Houses Corinth
Square and Prairie Village Shopping Center
Tagades.

City prepares foran nual
PV Art Fair

Riosks housing local and national artists
will take over the Village Shopping Center
June 1, 2 and 3 for Prairie Village Art Fair,
The Art Fair gives patrons the opportunity
T walk up and down the village. entering
booths to purchase armwork or speak di-
rectly with the artlst, a special opportunity
which connects the purchaser with the art
isl. Mediums include jewelry, ceramics,
palnting. woodwork and more.

The fair, however, includes more than
original anwork. Friday and Saturday
nights will offer live music from 710 pm.
performed by Kansas City musicians. In ad-
dirion 1o food vendors throughout the event,
Chris Cakes will offer a Pancake Breakias)
Saturday morning from 3:30-10:30 a.m.

Students prepare for
Lobster Landing

The forcign exchange program at East is
partially funded by lobsters. Saturday, May
12. foreign exchange students will distribute
lebsters outside the counselling hallway at
the Lobster Landing from 10 am, to 11:30
am. Over 800 lobsters have been pre-or-
dered Tor the cvent,

The Lobster Landing is a bi-annual tradi-
tion coordinated by former Lancer parents
for the past 35 years. Profits from the sale
o towards study abroad scholarships for
East students who plan to study abroad and
benefit forelgn exchange students through
purchasing vearbooks, activity ticket, and
holiday gifts from the school,

Anti-abortion bill passes
Kansas Legislature

According to & 23-16 vote in the Kansas
Senate, health care professionals should not
be sued or have their jobs put in jeopardy for
refusing to perform an abortion by following
thelr consclences, The bill passed In both
the Kansas House and Senate, despite con-
«cerns that giving additional legal protection
to doctors would allow some professions to
deny life-saving procedures and limil access
1o birth control. Critlcs worry that a patient
will not know the doctor’s stance on abor-
Hon until he refuses to administer treatment
and that the dector will not have to refer the
patient elsewhere,

The “conscience”™ bill, which is expected
1o be signed by Governor Sam Brownback.
will go into effect July 1.

made public, a striking photograph can also be used, with a long caption summarizing the story.
High school papers often publish several pages of pictures from major school events, and offer
slideshows or video footage on their websites.

Proximity

News that happens in or near your school will be of interest to students, parents, staff and
administrators. Such stories should be a primary focus for a school newspaper, which may be the
only official record of the information.

As students, high school newspaper reporters have access to sources and information that
may not be available to outsiders. For example, at Virginia’s Chantilly High School, the Purple
Tide newspaper reported on the removal of the senior class president and treasurer from their
positions after they were caught drinking before a football game. The story quoted the treasurer
admitting to the offense, while school officials would not comment on the reason the two were
disqualified. Clearly, the student reporter had access to the students accused in the incident.

FIGURE 1.2 The Harbinger,
Shawnee Mission East High
School, Prairie Village, Kan.
Reproduced by permission of
C. Dow Tate.

News briefs on this page
expand beyond school to
include community and state
items of interest to student
readers. In addition to the
briefs, relevant art heads each
story adding visual interest.

A vertical panel of photos of
the week also adds visual
interest and includes captions
for each image. In addition to
news briefs, many newspapers
include sports and
entertainment briefs.
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FIGURE 1.3 Spark,
Lakota East High School,
Liberty Township, Ohio.
Reproduced by permission
of Dean Hume.

After district voters struck
down a tax levy for the third
consecutive time, staff of
Spark newspaper analyzed
in a series of articles what
the impact of the district’s
spending deficit would be.
Staff coverage included a
series of stories, detailed
in an explanatory box on
the right page. A visual
infographic at the bottom
of the left page graphically
shows the impact of the past
votes dating from 2004.

news | levy

Levy Failure Brings Lakota

More Challenges

For the third time in a row, the Lakota levy was struck down by voters,
this time 54-46 percent. Potentially facing a $17.6 million spending deficit
by 2016, Lakota will be forced to re-evaluate and make “painful cuts.”

slory rachel podnar | proto ellen fleetwood | infograpnic irfan ibrahim

olirical climare. Taxes. Board
indecision. Budgerary concems.
Poor economy. Misinformation.

Transparency.

Whatever the factors were that contnbuted
tos the community's decision, the Now. 8
clection lefr the Lakota Local School Dismict
at a loss for funding. The third sinec 2005,
the falure of the operating levy means the
continuation of Lakoras long streggle for
funding and the beginning of a new scries of
rough decisions and curs to be made by the
Lakota Board of Education.

Based on the Oct. 2011 Five-Year Forecast,
a “snapshot” of the distocts projected
finances, at current spending levels, Lakota
will have a spending deficit of §17.6 million in
2016, up from the current spending dehcit of
$9 million.

If the levy would have passed, it would
have kept Lakota out of deficit spending unel
at least 2014,

According ro Lakora Treasurer Jeani

Millage Matters

Logan, the 4.75 mill levy would have garnerd
approximately §12 million per year and would
have filled a hole created by loss of stace
funding,

The decrease in Lakota's stare funding will
amount to about $12 million per year by 2014,
$3 mullion of that amount i3 due to the end
of the stimulus funds that Lakota has recieved
and the state deciding not 1o replace those
dollars. The other §9 million conies from the
loss of funds from a commercial acavity tax.

Logan said the srare disconrinued a source
of funding for local govenments—the tangible
personal property tax—in order to artract
businesses to Ohio, To compensate for the
loss of revenue, the state replaced the tax
with the eommercial activity tax, which is to
be phased out by 2018, The tax, however, is
being phased out carly and will be completely
phased out by 2014, resulting in a §9 million
loss for Lakota.

Wirh the levy failure, it is time o reasses
the budger and compensate for the §12

The Lakcta Cistrict has had 15 levys concarming ether curment expensas. redulion of cument enpenses, of
amaancy, sie of which have passad. The most racent lvy asked for 312.6 milion. Ong millis 20udl 15 a lenf of
a parcent in propery kv, 8o the millage ks 4 mills, the parcent taed 10 a 3100000 & 04 parcent, or 5400 in

far dolars per year,

'f‘fi

[z ko proparty values fuciualing over e past seven yaars, the milagz has done liewise.

5.6Mills

million revenue loss, according ro Logan.

A nced sall exists. Without the needed
revenue we are forced ro make more drastic
reductions,.” Logan said. “That is ncver fun. It
15 not something that we Jook forward to and
it is 2 job that we have to do, W are beginning
on it immediately.”

The timeframe for decision-making is
short—if the Board chooses to place a levy on
the ballor in Mar. they will need 1o take action
by Dec.
resolutions and certification, according o
Logan. In the coming wecks, the Board must
decide whether it will request another levy and
if it will be on the ballor in Mar., Jun, or Nov,

This decision will work in tandem with
what cuts are made and where, and ender
what time frame they will be made.

“One of the Frst steps is Jto decide
whether or not to] go back to the ballot,”
Logan said. “If [we choose to put another
levy on the ballor] do we want to keep it ar
4.75 mills? Wirh this defear we have now lost

7 in order 1o secure the necessary

Mar df.‘04 Nov. aUCH

Feb 2005

Maydl"IEI

Nov. 2010

Years Levy has Passed in the Past Seven Years

B | Sk | November 17, 2011

Nov. 2011

Covering events that happen far from the school, such as the tsunami that hit Japan in
2011, will need to be localized for a high school newspaper. In this case, schools with large
Asian populations could have interviewed students who might have friends and relatives
living in Japan and covered the story from their perspectives. No news story should take
reporting from an already published account in a professional publication, even if the source
is attributed.

Prominence

People of prominence will add interest to any news story. A school visit by First Lady Michelle
Obama, accompanied by the first lady of the Republic of Korea, made front-page news in The A
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beeause we won't be able o colleet in

revenue
2012, we have lost ayear of collection.”
Lakora Superintendent Karen Manta said

that the decision of whether or not to go back
on the ballot is part of many decisions on the
horizon

“The Board will have to ask where will we
’ said, “If we do go back,
£o back for? Will it be with

go from here,”

how much do we

the sam services have to

£S5 O Wi

were in Lakoea? We're evaluating all of

Unlike in the Nov. 2010 levy, the Board
did not release a list of objectives to be cur
t of the levy's failure. As of press
time, derails regarding specific cuts have not

inthee

been released. According to Logan, there is no
uch cuts must amount

s could affece the how

set number for how

to, because future |

much needs to be cut.
Board vice president Ben Dibble spoke

to the fact that where the inevitable euts will

Iy up in the air ar this point.
aid exactly what [those curs]
aid. “We can'r ar this point,
The obvious things are already cut. Things like

busing—already cut, It will be more of curting
into what we are acrually offering, You keep

heanng analoges of cutting nto the muscle

and into cause there is no fat. We

cut into the so I puess ir's back into the

baon

we're cutting into the structure of

According to Dibble, one of the reasons
the Board did nor release a list of spcciﬁ(

This issue is the first
piece in Spark's series of
post-levy budget coverage

cuts to be made was because of the arrval of

Mantia as ¢ w superintendent. Mantia was

distriet and she was deciding wheee

eitics for the distriet were and thus she
could not outline specific cuts to be made.

To approach the task ahead of making

cuts in the schools, Mantia is relving on a
data-based decision making model, one that
analyzes costs and benefits to all programs,
Dibble said that she has gone through a
process alecady to determine where Lakota's

costs are and she will use that when m

her decisions

“We'll match the cost to

Mantia s,

the service as provided. We want to ask the

question of the value that it brings to students
and whar stedents need.”

15 from which cuts will be
made have not yer been announced, it is the

While the a

clear message of the NoLakora group that the
district should start with a conversation with
the teachers,

ich Hoffman, spokesman for NoLakota,

said that Lakota should come up with 5

percent savings out of the teacher's contract.

“1'd like to sce the supenntendent sit down
with the LEA [Lakota Educator’s Association]
and ask them if they would be willing to work
within the budget and come up with five
percent savings.” Hoffman said, “That way
nobody has to lose a job, no electives need o
be cut, They need to figure our how to work
in the budget thar the community ser the

constraints for [on Now, 8],

Afrer the last levy failure, cues were felt in
all grade levels, across all areas: transportation,
tics. While
the Board docs not know what exaetly the
next round of cuts will look like, they will

class offerings and sizes and athl

most likely come from personnel expenditures,

where approximately
fund is spent on wages and bencfits,
“There isn't much clse to cut other than
personnel,” Logan said. “Not in a budget
of §1.55 million when 77 percent of rthe
expenditures are in personnel. Bue that

7 percent of the genacral

doesn’t mean we won't look at eve

renegotiate negotiate contracts. W

save dollars wit

aything and everytjing we
ean look at bur that is not going to fix our
probems The spending deficir is §9 million
andl theres nor enough of those expenditures
to solve §9 million.”

Community outreach coordinator for
P Lasper
reiterates thar while it is painful, curs will likely

the Lakota Levy Commuittee Kelly

come in th rm of pertonnel reductions,

“Unfortunately, the biggest place that we

can cut is personael and 1 hate to sce that

happen,” Casper said. “1 hate to see teachers
their robs but I have tremendous,

tremendous faith in Dr. Mantia, She is trying

loo

to get Lakora back on track.”
With the failure of the levy and the
ney of cuts, Manita said thar district

the failure as an opportunity to re-

ct’s situation. Her plan

was to make cuts regardless of alevy passage

ilure is 2 chance

ot failure and the said this
to take a decper look ar Lakora

“|Afrer talking to the community], t
second step is 1o
Manria said. *“We'll have ro answer a lot of
questions, Will we go back on the ballor, what

ep back and tepriositize.”

will we do with the shortage of money? 1
don't have answers for [those questons]. But
there are a lot of questions circling around.
We're regrouping™

Wik

voters make decisions, there are any number

all of the factors that go into how

of causes that lead to the mandare for Lakora
to regroup. Dibble expressed his concern thar
the other issues on the ballor might have raken
away from the levy

He said that levies do not commonly go on
the ballot at the same time as board clections
and that may have contobuted to the failure,
while Casper thinks it is a sign of a lack of
concern for good schools in the commu

Hoffman disaprees with both of these

points and arpucs that this levy was voted

down beeause people feel thae they are taxed
100 much
“[The levy f
o and |the communiry] is fruserated
and there isn't any plan to bring the budger
together, even though it might not sound that

d] because the raxes are

" Hoffman said,

the levy failed but rather that 2 new dialogue
must begin in Lakota between the schonl
district and the community in order to move
forward.
Mantia said, “We need to find out what the
community wants from us This is their failure

and we need to ask the questions and develop
an understanding of where our community
is, 1 don'’t think it’s about liking kids or not
liking kids, it's about the climare. We need to
understand the community berter.”” 8

lakolaeasispark.com | Sark | 9

Blast, the student newspaper of Annandale High School, in Annandale, Virginia. The story

included additional links to a slideshow and video footage from this event.

Prominence differs with context. Student leaders, teachers, coaches and administrators are
prominent in all schools, and much news will center around these figures. Organizations such as
the school’s student government or principal’s council can also be important in shaping news.

Audience impact

A story that influences or affects a large number of readers will have greater news value. In high
schools, news may impact on a single set of students, students in certain classes and age levels

FIGURE 1.3 (continued)
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WEBLINK Check out
www.spj.org

The website of the Society of
Professional Journalists has a
link to Generation J’s Reading
Room which contains advice

on a variety of topics related to
becoming a better journalist, and
a Journalist's Toolbox under the
Resources link.

or the entire school. A story’s importance may also extend beyond the school to the broader
community. When the voters rejected a tax levy for the Lakota, Ohio Schools for the third time,
Spark newspaper staff took two pages to examine how their high school would be forced to cut
back its programs, an issue of relevance to the entire community. The issue had such impact that
Spark staff extended it into a series of stories, analyzing how the budget situation would affect
everything from academics to sports.

Surprise or oddity

A story that reports on something surprising, unusual or mysterious can spark interest and draw
in new readers. While such stories may have less news value than others, they are often topics of
discussion and may generate publicity for the paper when people talk about them. The Harbinger
newspaper of Shawnee Mission East High School in Kansas, reported on a student’s project to
construct a dress from folded Starburst wrappers as a costuming project for her school’s fashion
show on Earth Day.

Human interest

Stories about people, their struggles, triumphs, passions and accomplishments will often be of
interest to readers. Human interest stories are often those that people relate and respond to on
apersonal level. In many newspapers, human interest stories generate such reaction that readers
may want to offer help, join in a cause, donate money or provide some appropriate help. In The
Campanile newspaper of Palo Alto Senior High School, a front-page story paid tribute to a loved
head custodian retiring after 29 years at the school. The story told of a campaign by the school
to raise money for a trip to Hawaii for the employee and his family, the generosity of a teacher in
offering her family home to him for the visit, and a letter-writing campaign thanking him for his
hard work and dedication to the school.

Conflict and drama

When a story reports on a conflict, the news value is high. People choose sides, squaring off
against each other, often with one side possibly unhappy with the outcome. Emotions can
flare, adding drama. Conflict in schools often crops up among groups of students, between
students and administrators or between teachers and administrators. Students who joined
the Occupy San Diego movement in 2011 to protest about inequalities in wealth were
interviewed and photographed by The Falconer of Torrey Pines High in California. This
story had the additional benefits of timeliness and proximity, which helped justify its front-
page placement.

Visual impact

The news value of a story can also be enhanced if it has a striking visual component. People
will often be the primary focus of accompanying photos or videos, but occasional scene-
setting pictorials can also be effective. Schools abound with opportunities for strong visual
presentations. Good editors will ensure these images have strong camera angles, a range of
people, as well as good pacing and variety. Homecoming, dances, traditional school events,
the prom and graduation are obvious choices for visual stories. Good visual journalists look
for ordinary, unnoticed and behind-the-scenes images to broaden this list. They should also
consider providing multimedia presentations and slideshows of still images for the
newspaper website.

Striking images are also useful for capturing the drama, conflict and emotion of a story. The
surprise on the homecoming queen’s face, the excitement of the band members winning a
marching competition or an athlete’s tearful reaction to a loss or victory are all visuals that are
both memorable and informative.
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THE IMPORTANGE OF AUDIENCE

Just as a local or regional newspaper must be responsive to its entire community, so must the
school newspaper. The audience includes students, teachers, staff, administrators, the school
board, parents, alumni, taxpayers and other community members, including local businesses,
especially those that interact with the school. All of these audiences should be covered and
drawn on as sources of information. Establishing relationships with each segment of your
audience is important in making this happen.

The primary audience for a school newspaper is the students, staff and teachers within the
school and, of these, students are the most important. The school newspaper is the voice of the
students and most likely the only media outlet devoted to their perspectives. While many students
communicate through social media, the messages aren’t publicly distributed. Serving the student
population is a huge responsibility with far-reaching implications. The newspaper staff must be
responsive to the full range of student voices in its coverage. Staff members must avoid catering
to certain factions, cliques or segments, but must strive to represent the entire student body. For
each issue, the school’s various groups and populations should be considered when story
assignments are made.

The secondary audience for the newspaper and website are people in the local community,
particularly parents, taxpayers, alumni and local businesses. Your paper and website could
also be accessed by a wide network of interested readers from surrounding communities,
school alumni, other student journalists and friends and relatives of people in your school
community.

Serving the newspaper’s different audiences isn’t easy. Newspaper reporters and editors are
constantly called upon to make judgments about possible stories presented in editorial meetings
and on their beats. Without a structure in place, students left to brainstorm story ideas may look
only to those activities and events with which they are familiar. Editors must be vigilant about
making sure that the newspaper serves the entire school community. Recruiting underrepresented
student populations to the staff is one good strategy. Or, the staff can seek to include a broader
range of voices through submissions, in the form of guest columns and editorials, entertainment
reviews, collections of student quotes and through reader-submitted photos and videos.

FIGURE 1.4 Harbinger Online,
Shawnee Mission East High
School, Prairie Village, Kan.
Reproduced by permission of
C. Dow Tate.

High school life is full of
emotion running the gamut
from pure excitement to great
disappointment. These
pictures are among the most
dramatic ones for readers or
online readers. Photographer
Jake Crandall wisely followed
the football team into the
locker room after it defeated a
crosstown rival to get this
emotion-filled moment of
excitement of a player hoisting
a wooden trophy.

Quick Exercise

Using a print or online
newspaper, find
examples of five news
leads and identify the
news value of each.
Why is that news value
of interest to the
reader?

Test your
knowledge

How does visual
impact play a role in
news reporting? When
can it replace
traditional prose as a
form of storytelling?
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BEAT REPORTING

News coverage will frequently be developed by staff members assigned to beats —specific people,
groups, activities, academic departments, administrators and other areas of interest. Beat
reporters will have regular sources on their beat whom they will visit frequently or periodically
for updates and potential stories.

Two kinds of stories will often emerge from these beat conversations. One kind of story that
may emerge will have immediate news value — upcoming events and student or club awards, for
instance. The beat reporter can help the staff determine if this information becomes a news brief
(see above) or expanded into a print or online story. Another kind of story might provide the
reporter with information to be developed, discussed and possibly used later. This information
is referred to as a future story. While it’s possible to use such information immediately as an
advance story — a story about something coming up in the future — the information could be kept
in a database of ideas that might be covered later, when more information or context might be
available. Database entries should be chronological and include the possible story idea, the date
it is tentatively scheduled, contact sources, possible visual ideas, website connections and any
other information that will help in planning coverage. Maintaining a beat database prevents the
stories from getting lost, and gives staff a starting point for coverage in each issue.

Say, for instance, that during the fall semester a student reporter interviews the school’s
drama teacher, who mentions that he plans to bring a professional Shakespeare company to
perform for the entire school the following spring. At this point he doesn’t know which play will
be performed, when the assembly will take place or how it will be organized. As the school year
progresses, though, his plans become more detailed and firm. After the initial interview, there
isn’t enough information to write a solid story. The reporter makes a note in her beat database to
follow up with the teacher and emphasizes that this is a story she’d really like to write. When the
performance plans are established, she can write an advance story. Collaborating with the web
team would help them plan for multimedia coverage.

‘ WORDS of WISDOM

Beats are the backbone of a good publication. Like a cop covering a beat, journalists need to keep
on top of things — because newsmakers, especially high school newsmakers, forget how important
it is to publicize information. If we are keeping the student body informed, we are talking to the
newsmakers every week.

For my staff, | have the Beginning Journalism students cover beats and report back each week
to the newspaper staff. It's important for them to learn the basics. Plus, it's a huge predictor of their
future involvement in the paper. Students who work hard and get their beat done every week
are driven. Eventually, these driven students almost always write the best stories and make
the best editors on the newspaper staff.

Jeff Nardone, Adviser, The Tower, Grosse Pointe South High School, Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich.
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I think the other things are perks and addi-

tions that come with it. There’s that pride.”
Van Sickle also understands that varsity

jackets are a tradition for a lot of students.

“I hope people are investing in something
that is meaningful to them and that they can
wear,” Van Sickle said. “Ir's part of thar high
school experience and in time, when you de-

cide to pack it away with all of your yearbooks,
and special photos, and memories, and prom
ticker, whartever

your friends put
on your locker
[ say fairness is that you save as
souvenirs, is

rsity jacket, like, patt ol

those

Esthool. You're - things, but irs

i 2 really somcrhl{lg

1ing else, youre you can wear for
a lifetime.”

ol, your academ- s Skl

its, your awards,
wouldn't you let

£ 7
pot said

but never got a jacker.

“My mom was a stay at home mom and
my dad was retired, as well as disabled. He
was a veteran and blind, so [buying a varsity
jacket] was not something that I wanted o
ask my parents for. T still have my varsity ler-
ter. I was in Track.”

" The students who have met with Van Sick-
le understand why the district has made this
rule.

“She came to a Student Council meeting
and she told us abour it and it sounded prerry
reasonable,” Armstrong said. “I just think that
it's important to prevent anything bad from
happening. I think that the school is kind of
complacent because nothing bad has hap-
pened yer.

show their school
spirit while ar a
.‘i‘.‘}i(](]l events or
somewhere out-
side of school.

She  earned |
her varsity letter, |

wants students to |

Les Van Sickle

SPEAKS

ABOUT
] THE RUMORS
AT WKHS

Rumor

Powderpuff is canceled
next year because of
unsportmanship, inci-
dents at the game and
upset parents

Reality

“I haven't heard that
rumor at all about
parents being upset
about it nor have
we talked about
canceling itat all”

Principal Lesley Van Sickle
held a press conference
with the Murmur staff to

address rumors and other

topics of discussion

By Allie Shaner

Rumor

Wristbands are to be
worn during Prom
and other dances

Reality

“I don't have any clarification
on the wristbands outside
of what we originally talked
about, my assumption is
that the dance code will be
in effect for prom, middle
school dances, high school
dances, and yes that should
be what it currently is.”

Rumor

Rumor

FIGURE 1.5 The Murmur,
Waterford-Kettering High
School, Waterford Township,
Mich. Reproduced by
permission of Brian Wilson.

A high school newspaper
staff can regularly meet with its
principal and other
administrators to help answer
students’ questions and clarify
issues in the paper. In this
column, Principal Lesley Van
Sickle met with Murmur staff to
clarify the rumor vs. reality of
several issues among students
in the school.

Lt g Boots and The dress code is going
2 because were o5 heen | Moccasins are Banned | to change at the dances
ateronanyways ol chunes i 1: .
seimporants. Reality Reality
in jUSt a jaCket- I sh:RE:: :;’!}:O r.:u::
ays goingtobe o wear her s “Not sure where the “The only dress code
Siipacs abour the rumor of moccasins and restriction that | recall from it
aywe canbethe rule, bur doesn’t Ugg boots came from, is that your dress or dresses
low we just have plan on causing you just aren't allowed need to be fingertip above
pitys- problems . in to wear slippers, you your knees and [you need to
i , ’ "“:;: o e have to have a hard be] in shoes. Outside of that
istrong said . T i A sole on the bottom of regard to rumors about the
rules” Root said, your shoes for safety strapless and open backs
“but I'm not happy about them.” purposes.” and those sort of things, it’s

Regardless of students’ and teachers’ opin-

ions on the marter, Armstrong is still con-

vinced of one thing. L
“It’s just a jacket,” Armstrong said. W : 52 Aan g 3

a district wide policy, and
ft was first implemented at

After the show, the production could be reviewed by a writer for an entertainment review, and
might include a slideshow or video on the paper’s website. If the paper’s print edition is being
finalized soon after the production, a story with student reaction quotes could be included. Or,
photographs could be used with captions and might refer students to coverage on the website or
elsewhere in the paper. A video interview with the school’s drama club, interviews capturing
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student reaction to the event or an interview with the visiting professionals would all add

W different dimensions to the coverage.
In order to serve their student audience, beat reporters should schedule regular meetings with
WEBLINK Check out the school principal to keep abreast of what is going on with the school, and to get comments on

specific areas of student concern. Having a regularly scheduled meeting with the principal is
crucial to identifying important information for coverage. The principal could be invited to write
an occasional guest column, or simply respond to student concerns brought out in a meeting
Hosted by the American Society  with reporters. Many school newspapers also regularly assign students to cover school board
of News Editors, this site features  peetings as a beat. School boards make policy decisions which can have significant impact on
anational edition of stories from g dents at all the schools within their jurisdictions.

www.myhighschool
journalism.org

across th'e country as well as Other important sources for beat reporting could include the school PTA and booster groups,
links to high school newspapers  the state board of education, local governments (particularly if they share a tax base with the
they hZSt A good source for school), and state athletic organizations (especially if they define school athletic districts). While
story ideas.

Covering a beat

Being a good beat reporter is more than running into a source in the hall and asking, “Hi, got any news for
me?” While you know what news is and what might work for upcoming coverage, your beat contact may be
busy or may not understand the potential of information. Here are some tips for good beat coverage:

Try to work with editors to get a beat assignment that matches your interests and prior knowledge. Students
involved in specific activities will have a base of knowledge about them, and will already know the organizers
and participants. This paves the way for good coverage.

Go and visit your beat sources early in the school semester, introduce yourself and explain what you'll be doing.
Provide the sources with your contact information and establish a good time to touch base on a regular basis.
How often you meet with each source should be appropriate for both your schedules and the newspaper’s
publishing schedule. Once you've established yourself as the relevant reporter, other sources on your beat
may contact you when they have news to pass on.

Ask questions. Use information you've heard or found on websites to start the conversation. For example, “I hear
the math department is starting an after-school tutoring program. Can you tell me when that program will be
set up?” Take notes during the meeting and save those notes so you can go back and review them. Be sure
to clarify anything that might be just rumor circulating in the school.

If your newspaper has a database of future events, add what you've learned so it doesn’t get lost. Revise the
database when details are firmed up. Add potential resource needs: audio, video, photography or informational
graphics, so editors can plan accordingly for these assignments.

Ask your source for suggestions for all kinds of possible stories: achievements, interesting classroom activities,
guest speakers, presentations. Think visually as well as verbally. While a class might be celebrating Black
History Month by wearing period clothing and having readings, these events may not be a good match for
your publishing cycle. In that case, they might be better covered on the newspaper’s website, both through a
story and a slideshow or video.

Establish good relationships with your sources by practicing smart public relations. Thank each source by email
after meeting, and keep reminding the source how interested you are in gathering relevant information. Make
sure to let sources know when their stories and visuals are published or posted, so they’ll be sure to see them,
whether in print or on the website. Drop off copies of the newspaper or send them links to the coverage online.
After a story is published, write a quick email thanking sources for helping you with the information.

Don’t drop the ball on your beats or you'll miss out on potentially good stories. Your beat sources may not have
something for you at every meeting, but providing information to you periodically should be enough to ensure
that this beat gets thoroughly covered. In most cases you'll be dealing with people who seek publicity for their
program and events. They'll appreciate your work.
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the people who run these organizations are harder to contact and might take more time to
interview, their impact on the educational process is farreaching. Establishing relationships
before crucial information is needed should be a goal of all beat reporters.

Beat reporters should frequently consult local news and other websites to keep tabs on
potential stories and to learn as much about the issues before contacting sources. With local,
state and national government organizations, much relevant information can be easily accessed
online. With private organizations, sources may be harder to reach and potentially take more
time to contact. Starting early is often a key to reaching a source.

FEATURIZING NEWS

Most news published in the print editions of high school papers is featurized news: stories with
some basic news value, but lacking a strong aspect of timeliness. A story without a strong time
connection is sometimes referred to as evergreen news: it could be printed today, a week from
now, next month or even later without losing importance or relevance. Since most high school
newspapers don’t publish frequently enough to include breaking news, reporters must emphasize
a different angle of the story’s news value and might need to relate it to a broader topic. Explaining
the how and why of the news is a key service that a high school paper can provide with such
features. For instance, a story might have several potential news value elements such as
timeliness, conflict and prominence. The writer might choose to emphasize one value over
another, avoiding an older timeliness factor in favor of conflict or prominence. This would allow
the writer to construct the story around that angle.

In a front-page story, The Charger, the Oxford (Mississippi) High School newspaper, used
both words and images to report on an increase in student piercings and a new school policy
curtailing them, to be implemented at the beginning of the following term. The story involved
some time-sensitive news, but was also important in a broader sense because the policy was
controversial. In the past, the school had allowed students to cover piercings with bandages, but
that policy was being abused and therefore changed, according to the article.

Note the way the story, “Enforced policy limits jewelry in piercings,” begins:

When senior Eliot Miller stabbed his ears, he was not bent on self-mutilation — he was merely
piercing them.

“If you do it my way, ice and needles,” Miller said. “You hold the ice on your ear for 30 seconds,
then you take the earring and — without hesitation — poke it through.”

Miller says he got the earrings because, “they’re different.” When he debuted his new studs, he
got good reactions.

“I was just doing something at first,” Miller said. “A couple of girls said they liked it, so I kept it in.”

School nurse Tracy Shawn says before getting a piercing a person should first consider why
he/she wants one.

“These decisions will not go away, and if visible, can cause others to form opinions about the
way you look,” Shawn said.

The story doesn’t start with a traditional news lead, doesn’t necessarily have a timeliness angle and
uses a writing style more typical of a feature story. But lower in the story, comes the news angle:

Beginning in January, trouble may come when the school rule dealing with jewelry in piercings
will be enforced.

According to Superintendent Kim Stasny, piercings in places other than in ears tend to be
disruptive to the learning environment.

“Eliminating or decreasing distractions is important to teachers, administrators and parents,”
Stasney said.

A story such as the one above can offer journalistic work with depth and breadth, which anchors
the material around it. On the same front-page of The Charger, the paper published two pieces of
timely and more traditional news, and a horizontal bar of photos from the school’s medieval faire.

Quick Exercise

Compile a list of beats
that you think should
be covered throughout
your school. Include
academic areas,
clubs, sports and
other relevant areas.
Compare your list with
other students’ lists.
How could you
organize the coverage
of these beats?

Test your
knowledge

What are some ways
in which beat
coverage helps
improve the diversity
of news coverage in
print and online?

15
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FIGURE 1.6 The Charger,
Oxford High School, Oxford,
Miss., front-page, Vol. 30, Issue
3, Nov./Dec. 2010.
Reproduced by permission of

iPrairie Village, ka poauo

OXFORD HIGH SCHOOL
Cynthia Ferguson, adviser.
Many high school
newspapers print feature @

222 Bramlett Blvd., Oxford, Miss,

stories and news on their
front-pages often giving more
space to features. In this
feature on a new school
piercing policy, the story
appears in a prime position at
the top of the page and
features a non-standard
typeface which helps separate
it from the news stories also
running on the page. The story
also has four visuals showing

Volume 30, lssue 3 Hovember/December 2010

various forms of student
piercings.

Students get

‘invitations’ to
Saturday school

ROSALIE DOERKSEN
Staff Writer

After & week of suffering From strep theast, fu-
mnior Wade Lindley returned to schael anly ta reatin
that he had a day of Satarday schaod Joeming before
him_

The latest sesssan of Saturday schoel met oo Mo~
u.-mbw 13
o supervisars) wore really mean, wnd they
made me do wark,” be said.

Mot just m:heup work for his classes, but, ac.
cording to Lindbey, “useless busywork * If 3 student
dide't hiave any work to make up for 3 chas, be says
the supervisar gave thee otber “randar” work to
comgplete,

Ay Beckham, the Satarday school coordina-
tor siys, however, that all the work far each susdent
is prepared by their teacher, IF they finish making up
the work they missed, the teacher 'pmv)du additioral
wark that the student completes Far an extra grade.

English U1 teaches Kim Aastin vis one of five
teachers who applied to supervise Saturday scheal.

She sy her jobs incuded taking regular atten-
dance arl Essuing students’ wark thar teachers left for
them tar do, inclading workshoets, study paides, and
navel reading.

Several af Austin's studestts were in attendance
that Saturdsy.

1 left plemty of work fuor tham and graded av-
ory aingle pago of it she said, "W they completed the
work corvectly they were glven the grade for it, which
beiped several of them raise their grade.”

According ta Austin, Satarday scheal is ot man-
datory. She says the sdministration “ioites” students.
b attend, for their vwn beoefiv.

W call it s Fvitationn s that (the sbudents)
sy I8 a8 an apposTurdey oo help themselves.” she said,

The schoal attendance palicy saya stadents may
anly miss six diys of school for semester classes and
twwelve for year long caurses in order ta receive cred
it.

Saturday schoal and, Beckham says, 3 few daye
ol summer school_ are an appormity for 1tudmla (1
essmetially muke up diys of schoal

Whin a stadent Teaches five, nine, or mrlu-. ab-
sencess, Teckhamn liswes & Entent-to attend form o
them, which the stidents sign. She then distributes
the seven baurs of that schoal day ta replace missed
class hours, beginning with the semester courses,

Beckbam says she gave out a otal of 123 invita-
tivn to Saturday sohon] this semester,

Janert Tl Tenobes was absient from schaol for seven
dinga lueirsg the Tiest acmsestes, Five of them due to @
bout of presmana,

He says the administration informed him and the
vther sttendees that they were %invited” to Satarday
schood. But, he sys the fnvitation i simply 2 “cover
wp” iy make it Jook like the administration was work-
g with e suslents. 4

I decdined the mviration” "he sid, “the achoal
woukd fal me in (Trigonomerry) for missing seven
digs of achoal even with may make up work all made
up ar & passing average.”

Toole says the exsra educational time is mest
beneficial for theee whe skip schoal for unoecesary
reasans and for those in need of raising their grades,
but should not be requiced of thoes whe missed

Al o sivkomze,

DORA CHEN
Staff Writes

When senice Eliot Miller stabbed hls cars, be
was nat beat on self matilatian -he was merely
pherciing them,

I you do i my way, ice and needles” Miller
sabd Yo hobd dhe fce on your ear for 30 secands,
then you take the earving ard —without hesitatios —
pake it throagh "

Miller saps he ot the earrings becanse “they're
dilfereent.” When he debuted his new studs, be goc

reacions.

“Uwas st doing somathing at frst,” Miler said
“A couphe of girls said they Tked i, sa Ilaeyl i

School nurse Tracy Shawn sya before getting &

*These decisions will not ga away, and (F visible,
van gtz others o form spinions abou the way you
Lok Shawm sald,

Sophemare Tioaya Alqusas decided 1 get her
nase pierced last year while she was in Egypt, The:
piercing became infected beciuse the piercers used 3
needbe g, typically not used for nases.

THow're mot o do that,” Al mid
mammmmwm.ﬁ

mugi she does it coadone coetain body
piereings, Shaven siys going to certified plurclig s
loms will reduce risks of these infiections and other
harmfel effects of piescings, such as keloid baild-up,
peactions, and allergies.

e prvon should Rt conside ey be/she, .

PIERCINGS

Piercing trend among students

“Make sure you are wsing a licensed place and
Bt some imsterile backdoor person because they
i tell you anything they want to ard not actually
properly sterilize thelr equipment,” Shawn said.

Saphowmore Mary Catherine Hall curvently has
her nise and ears plerced. In past years, hawever, she
‘has bad her toague, septum, lip, and pose pierced —
all duoe at home,

“Taning it yourself isn't peally smart becanse you
havee a bigger risk of getting an infection, bat that
doem't stop me,” Hall aaid,

To plerce her tompue, Hall purchased a ster-
ilized piercing kit from cBay. Aside from peaper
; ik, Sl P
st bave kisowwlege of the werve lines and veins in

the mlm’&m ik pivrcing

great wrouble with m‘ﬂmg e drculaticn,
pain, Infection, wod 4 tinses irveversible damage for
ife,” Shawn sald,

i January, trouble may come when
the schoal rul dealing with jeweley in pieecings will
s el

Accarding o Superintemslin Kim 5 -
Y, . i ik e e A
& the learning environment,

“Eliminating cr decreasing distractions i im-
poraat 1o teachers, sdministrators and parents,”
Stany wid,

o Miller, the claim that jewelry in non-ear

See Plercing, page 3
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Teacher gets custody of Coleman brothers

ROSALIE DOERKSEN
Staff Writer

On Dictaber 28, Denise Callier,
the schial’s hehavior specialisr, gor an
usgent phane call from ber stadent,
sophomare [esse Caleman, He had just
discavered the dead body af his mather,
amd warsted her to came get him and bis
brather.

Considecing the circumstance,
Curllies sy Juown: was catremly L,

e sape b did nudber Erom depression

into the new cne presty ml;,\hui}\m

et sl swil.

during that time, *for abaut 2 day and 2
ball.®

“In wasaveful * b maid. *1 felt pret.
vy sad, and surprisingly, mov & single
elrop of tesrs cam: ot of wy ey, but 1
atill love her™

The Mississippd Department of
Human Services gave Collier tempa-
rary custody of both Jesse and Drake
Collier says she has worked with bath
Ty catemcdeely sl slo Gl ot

hhas had a litle mare ronbde.

“Foudwise, (the tranldlon was)
extremely difBunI.t, bt atherwise, not
thiat bard  Jeese said.

Learning to et vegetables, espe
ctally brocels, is difficult for Jesse, ac-
carding o Collice, T every woek she
gives the hova a reward For thele effoer
Yo as “Tree Farm Fridip” Ous that
dar, Jesme and Dirake are allowed to cat
wheatever they warst: chips, french files

Howesee, Collivr vays both Jesse
and Dirake have blossomed in the “really
stimalating atmesphere” of her home
She says she can learn From them as
well.

"Tbe,’ tnuu me o expand my per-
pective, she

Jeane and Dn]u are bath talented
withy comnputrs aiel are extremely in-
telligent acenmding to Collier, Jease
regularly works with 2 computer pro-
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NEWS IN OTHER CONTEXTS

When you hear the word “news,” you might think of information that will appear only on the
front-page or in the traditional news sections of a paper or website. But other sections include
stories that should be considered news, owing to the various factors that give them news value.
For instance, sports news includes timely information about games, conflict and drama.
Occasionally, a sports team might be playing for a regional or state title, which might demand a
front-page treatment in the print or online editions. Sports briefs columns are good ways to keep
readers updated on various sports without devoting space to stories that are old news (see
Chapter 6 for more on this topic).

Entertainment pages often include information about upcoming concerts, movies and
events, all of which are timely and newsworthy. Entertainment stories might also have
stronger news ties if other news value elements are present. Many entertainment stories
feature people who are well known and popular with the school audience, adding prominent
figures to the mix.

In The Prospector — high school newspaper of Mount Prospect, Illinois — a 2011 front-page
photo featured Haley Reinhart, who had made it to the final three of that season’s American Idol
and had appeared locally for a hometown visit. Reinhart attended high school in the district, so
her success had generated a lot of local interest. A small story that ran with the photo referred
readers to the newspaper’s website for more coverage.

The paper also noted that Lee DeWyze, another local high school student, had won the Idol
competition the previous year. The newspaper also extensively covered DeWyze when he
returned to his hometown as one of the show’s top three contestants.

High school newspaper staff need to be frequently reminded about the importance of
covering their own community. When important national or state news takes place, it will only
be newsworthy for the school paper if a local connection can be established. This is known as
localizing news — making it relevant to the immediate audience. Trying to cover national or state
news without localizing might result in using information gleaned from third-party sources,
people interviewed by other publications and attributed to those publications in your story.
(This should be avoided whenever possible.) It’s always better to localize the story through
your own reporting.

SOURCING NEWS

News stories should generally feature quotes and information from one of two types of sources.
Sources provide authoritative, informed facts which may also include opinion. Opinion should
appear only in quotes, and not in the reporter’s writing. Sources provide both direct quotes,
which appear in stories in quotation marks with attribution, the name and source identification
information in stories and indirect quotes in which comments might be summarized or shortened
by rewording so the quote is no longer in the speaker’s actual words, but with the information
still attributed to the source.

Primary sources

Primary sources are generally those people who are actually interviewed for a story. Preferably,
an interview should be live and face-to-face although Skype, telephone or online interviews may
be necessary when time is limited or the source isn’t available for a meeting. Primary sources
should be those individuals most informed about or most closely related to the topic of the
story, who can clarify the issues or provide opinions. In most cases, primary sources should be
selected from your school or local community. Quotes can also come from professionals or
people not associated with your school, when appropriate, and when they are the ultimate
source for that information.

Quick Exercise

Identify five topics
currently in the news.
Identify ways in which
these topics could be
localized for coverage
in your school
newspaper and online
site. Who would you
interview to localize
the information and
make it relevant to
your readers”?

Test your
knowledge

Why is using
information from
third-party sources a
weak reporting
technique?

17
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FIGURE 1.7 The Prospector,
Prospect High School, Mount
Prospect, lll, back page,

May 27, 2011. Reproduced by
permission of Jason Block.

A back-page sports news
story on a new pay-to-play
policy garners an entire page
of coverage including two
sidebars and an illustration
photo. The story takes a look
at the impact the new policy
will have on students,
compares the new policy to
those at other nearby schools
and questions whether
non-sports groups will
eventually be covered by the
policy.

Friday, May 27, 2011
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Prospect student Lee District 214 has another alumnus
on the FOX show.

‘19 Wheeling High School
grioduate Haley Reinhart made it to
the top three, and despite the rain,
she performed in front of a crowd
af ever 30,000 at Arlington Park on
Saturday, May 14,

Reinhart, who storted the season

went an to win the

| competition, and this season,

Read, Mount Prospect,

Illinois

sed “ldol”

Randy J’uek\rm
and Stephen Tvler
The other contestonts in the
top three were Scotty McCreery of
North Caroling and Louren Alaing
of Georgla. Reinhart came in third
place after the votes ware tallied,

For more on Reinhart and her homecoming celebration, check out...
Prospectornow.com
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FIGURE 1.8a The Prospector,
Prospect High School, Mount
Prospect, Ill. Reproduced by
permission of Jason Block.

The Prospector front-page
includes a promotional website
link to a story about Haley
Reinhart, a finalist in American
Idol, shortly after she came
third in the competition. The
online story 1.8b provided
details of her hometown visit.
Though she attended another
school in this district, she was
well-known and drew a lot of
interest, boosting this mention
on the front-page.
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FIGURE 1.8b

Home » Featured Post, Featured Video, News

Haley comes home

Submitted by Prospector on May 27, 2011 - 7:19 am No Comment

By Miranda Holloway

Executive Online Editor

On May 14 Mount Prospect residents had a
flashback. They remembered the warm May day
where former resident and American Idol season nine
winner Lee Dewyze came home for his hometown
visit. He paraded down Central road and held a
free concert at Arlington Park Race Track.

When they woke up from this flashback however, it
was not them who had a new sweetheart. It was
neighboring Wheeling who could now boast about
having a resident become an ‘Idol’ finalist.

'09 Wheeling High School graduate Haley Reinhart

made it to the top three on ‘Idol’s’ season ten which

brought her home to Wheeling.

Reinhart did not have the time to enjoy all of the
comforts of home however, she had a packed schedule doing promotional events and filming material to be
shown on ‘Idol’.

Her day started her day in front of 200 fans at a Deer Park AT&T store. According to the Daily Herald, she
teared up

at the store seeing all of her supporters, which was just a preview of the emotional day that faced her.
After making a few sentimental stops at old work places and favorite restaurants she then made a stop at
her alma mater to promote Ford's “Drive One 4UR School” fundraiser. The program allowed people to test
drive a Ford for a $20 dollar donation to the school's music program.

The fundraiser ultimately raised $10,000 for the music department. During her appearance Reinhart made
speech to her hometown supporters and to current Wheeling students.

“For me, it started here. | hope this inspires you to do whatever you want to do in life,” Reinhart said to the

crowd according to the Daily Herald.

Secondary sources

Secondary sources are typically those that provide your story with factual information second-
hand, such as a reference book, government records resource, credible Internet website or
documentary film.

In a story on eating disorders, a student reporter might obtain state or national statistics on the
current percentage of high school students with eating disorders from the National Eating Disorders
Association, a credible secondary source. Citing these statistics and attributing them to the
organization would give contextual breadth and factual depth to the story. Calling local or regional
clinics for eating disorders and interviewing directors or doctors would provide primary source
information for the story. Interviewing students in the school who are recovering or suffering from
eating disorders would be the primary-source key to making this story work. What a student
reporter should avoid is quoting a magazine article or professional newspaper story as a source for
the story. That isn’t original reporting (see Chapter 2 for more on interviewing and reporting).
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Shelling of South Korean

island hits close to home

By Parul Guliani
Editor-in-Chief

Ithough North Korea’s

shelling of a South

Korean island just

efore Thanksgiving

surprised members of the school

with ties to Korea, most don’t

think the two countries will go
to war.

Senior Jiwon Oh was visiting
family in Seoul at the time of the
artillery fire.

“It was on the news all day,
for a week straight,” she said.
“I thought it wasn’t that serious
at first. But when I realized two

(marines) and two civilians were
killed, I realized it was.”

The bombardment of Yeon-
pyeong island was the first attack
with civilian casualties since the
Korean War.

Oh said the rest of her family
wasn’t that concerned.

“My cousin has to be drafted
if war comes, so we’re worried
about him,” she said. But Oh
doesn’t think war is likely.

Senior KJ Park doesn’t be-
lieve the nations will go to war,
either.

“Things like that have hap-
pened,” she said. “I don’t think
it’s going to be that big of a
deal.”

Park’s mother, who lives in
Seoul, agrees with her, she said.

After hearing about the attack,
Minji Kim, ’09, now a sophomore
at University of Pennsylvania,
called her parents.

“They said, ‘Don’t worry.
Nothing’s going to happen,”
Kim said.

“People in Korea weren’t as
worried as people (in the United
States). The American media
is making it seem like a bigger
deal.”

Chris Springer, ‘85—who has

See Shelling , page 3

Similarly, many school publications try to cover events such as professional and college
sporting events, often by using already published information or quotes from professional
sources. This undermines the integrity of their work, in part because professional news sources
have access to primary sources that most student publications can’t get. The better way to cover
such events is through localizing, getting student and staff reactions and opinions on events such
as the Super Bowl, the World Series or the Final Four.

Many school publications cover the Oscars, the Grammys and other important entertainment
events by interviewing students involved in drama or music, who have specialized knowledge

FIGURE 1.9 The Octagon,
Sacramento Country Day
School, Sacramento, Calif.
“Shelling of South Korean
Island hits close to home,” by
Paul Guliana. Reproduced by
permission of Patricia Fels.

In a news item of
international interest involving a
shelling by North Korea of a
South Korean island, Octagon
staff localized their coverage
by interviewing students, one
of whom was actually visiting
family at the time of the event.
Other students with Korean ties
including alumni were also
interviewed giving the story
local focus. One alum, an
author with two books on
Korea, was also quoted
extensively.
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FIGURE 1.9 (continued)

Test your
knowledge

Find examples of
direct and indirect
quotes in two news
stories. Identify the
sources of those
quotes as primary or
secondary sources.

Shelling: Escalation to full-scale

war unlikely, Korean sources say

(Continued from page 1)

written two books about North Korea and
has visited the country three times—agrees
with Kim.

“When we read about incidents like this in the
news, we get the impression that we're on the
brink of another Korean War,” he said.

“I think that’s very alarmist.”

He pointed out that since the end of the
Korean War there have been hundreds of
border incidents.

Korea, annexed by Japan in 1910, was divided
at the 38th parallel after World War II by the
United States and the Soviet Union. The latter
occupied the area north of the border while
American forces took responsibility for the
area south of it.

“Each country set up a regime, and the 38th
parallel became a Cold War border,” Springer
said. “Each one felt that it should administer
the entire area.”

North Korea felt so much so that it invaded
the South on June 25, 1950.

“A repeat of the Korean War strikes me as
extremely unlikely,” Springer said.

Andy Furillo, '09, a sophomore at UC Berke-
ley, is a political science major with a focus on
North East Asian politics, has taken Korean
history and language classes and is a member

of the Korean political discussion club.

Furillo said his Korean language class talked
about the attack the day after it happened.

“All of my Korean friends were shocked that
(North Korea) fired on civilians,” he said. “They
were really worried about their relatives.”

However, Furillo’s friends agreed life was go-
ing on as usual in the South Korean mainland.

But Furillo believes South Korea should
retaliate more strongly.

“They can’t let the North keep attacking
them,” he said. “At some point you have to go
in and let them know they can’t get away with
it anymore.”

Senior Daniel Edgren’s grandfather Sam
Lim—a Korean War veteran and émigré—
thinks Furillo is right.

“If you're afraid of all-out war, you'll have
all-out war. If you're not afraid of it and you
defend really strongly, there won’t be an all-out
war,” he said.

But he isn’t against going to war—even
nuclear war.

“If (there is) an atomic war, let them nuke
once or twice. A million soldiers might die from
it, but eventually, we will win,” he said.

“But if you go piecemeal, little by little, a
couple million will die.”

in those areas. The coverage will be more appropriate and more interesting for the high school
audience when local angles are covered and local sources are consulted. Student perspectives
will often only be available in your school’s publications.

OTHER FACTORS AFFECTING COVERAGE

What'’s important in news coverage can also be affected by a variety of factors unique to different
schools and their locations. If the school is private and affiliated with a religious organization,
news related to that affiliation will always be important. Issues such as tuition, uniforms,
required chapel or other services might all be ripe for coverage. Magnet schools are usually
established with a special focus: the visual arts, music, engineering and science, to name a few
examples. News in those specialized disciplines will always be important for those magnet
school communities. The pressure to succeed, to gain acceptance into prestigious universities,
or into specialty programs are other common issues for students at such schools. Student
expertise can also serve as a resource when reviewing entertainment, local services or
technology products.
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‘ WORDS of WISDOM

Cultivating sources is one of the most important tasks a journalist must master because without
sources, there is no story. Journalists need to be able to pick up the phone and call a source within
minutes when news breaks. Sources are needed to make a story balanced and accurate and are also
crucial if you want to do any investigative reporting. When sources trust journalists, they are more apt to

alert them to an upcoming story, talk off the record or provide other background knowledge and leads.

To build a database of sources, prove to be an accurate and fair journalist. Keep off the record

conversations out of print and follow up with sources even when there is no story in the works. Be

personable; share something about yourself and also learn a little something about them that you

can ask about whenever you talk. Prove you can be trusted and you will be surprised how much

people start opening up to you.

Jennifer Buske-Sigal, Former Reporter, The Washington Post

Other schools might be part of consolidated districts made up of students from two or more
nearby towns. Consolidated schools might have unique news coverage needs, based on the
different communities they serve. School transportation might be a bigger issue and require a
beat reporter. If the school is located in a rural setting, finding and traveling to games with
competitors might be issues for sports coverage. Shared resources such as specialized teachers
could require students to change campuses during the day. Students’ interests outside of school
might be distinctive if the community depends on an agricultural economic base. All of these
factors could generate special beats and coverage.

Schools in urban settings have their own unique coverage opportunities. In the heart of a large
city, students mix with professional workers, might commute to school on public transportation
and might be vulnerable to factors such as crime. Urban schools often bring together students
from a wide geographical area, who come from radically different communities. Such schools
may have fewer after-school activities or meetings to cover, although demonstrations and political
rallies might be more accessible for coverage, especially if students are taking part in them.

The demographics of the school population and community are always important in school
news coverage. As community populations age and gentrify, school populations can increase or
decrease, affecting the school populations, class sizes and sometimes whether or not schools
in the district are closed. Schools made up of ethnic majorities are often most interested in
issues affecting their particular cultures, such as traditional holidays and celebrations, ethnic
foods and styles, as well as local political struggles and conflicts. Religious majorities will have
similar interests, which will also affect how the students feel about national and world issues.

In private school settings, where schools might have greater legal ability to censor student
journalists, some controversial topics may not be allowed in coverage, particularly if the topics
go against the tenets of the private affiliation. In a Catholic school, an article exploring the topic
of abortion might be disallowed or censored owing to the beliefs of the church (see Chapter 17
for more information on censorship).

If an important news event occurs in, or dramatically impacts, the school community, students
might choose to publish a special edition out of their publishing cycle. Written by and for students,

Quick Exercise

In groups, discuss
factors that make your
school unique. How
can these factors
affect coverage in your
newspaper and online
content? Find an
example of how one of
these factors is
represented in
coverage from
previous editions or
online stories.
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FIGURE 1.10 ReMarker,
St. Mark’s School of Texas,
Dallas, Texas. Reproduced by
permission of Ray Westbrook.
In a private school, relevant
news might be unique to the
school. In this featurized, local
story, newspaper staff took
a look at a required weekly
chapel under a new chaplain
who had changes in store for
the service. The story takes up
the major space on the
front-page but is framed by
inside page summaries and a
more timely news story on a
commencement speaker.
To add visual interest, staff
include a panel of visual
references to stories inside the
paper across the top.

thursday 1.
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Author Gus Lee
scheduled to speak
at Commencement

by RACHIT MOHAN
special projects
HINETY SEMIORS, DRESSED IN
bright white tuxedo jackets, will walk

ectar

acroas the stage May 25, shake the |
headmaster’s hand and reccive their |

diplommas.

As each boy-turned-man steps
off the stage, diploma in hand, he puts
an end to his time at 5t Mark’s, But
at the same moment, he commences
4 new journey, one that takes him well

beyond the boundaries of 10600 Pres- |

ton Road.

“1 think most of us are ready 1o

move on,” Senlor Class President Ross
Crawford said. “I'm excited, but I'm
more sad o leave than excited be-
cause this is a pretty awesome place,
and I've pretty much known this my
whaole life so its tough to actually he
leaving”

Commencement  speaker  will
be accomplished author Gus Lee,
who writes on topics relating 1o eth
ics and Jeadership, He has also been
a resource o de of the

school’s Leadership and Ethics Pro- |

gram.

nior Class because he has a deep un
derstanding of the community and its
goals, so his speech can offer a more
direct connection for the graduates,
“Gus Lee bs speaking, and he's
been around and knows the kids)
sponsor [T, Sutcliffe said. “Which is
nice because it’s always nice when you
have somebody who doesn't come in
and gives a bland, generic speech but
hopefully tailor it a liue hit™

commencement
headliners

« Guest apeaker s noted
Ieadership axport and
Author Gus Les

+ Student speakess
include Sengr Class
President Ross Crawtard
and class valedictorian
(1o be named|

« Awarts 1o ba pressnted
inchude Headmast
Cup, the Schcal Flag
and Citwenship Cup

«+ Baging at B pm.

- Recepticn follows in
A Great Hall

Along with Lee, Crawford will
address his class al commencement,
as will the class valedictorian, who has
not been named as of press time.

But while the seniors may be

leaving campus, they have certainly

|
He was chosen to address the Se- |

left a trail of accomplishments and |

successes on the field, classroom and
stage.

“The SPC victories, the academ- |

ic leadership, the wonderful musi-
cal performances, they all attest to
the achi ent that this class has
reached,” Sutcliffe sabd. “So in many
ways, that’s what stays here”

Beyond accolades and awards, the
senior class has set the tone for spirit
and community support.

CONTINUED, PAGE &

FOR CHANGE
AND A NEED
FOR A NEW
CHAPLAIN.
ADD

SPEECHES
AND PLANS
FOR A
REVITALIZED
CHAPEL

WHAT DO
YOU GET?

DANGELO, O

COURSE.

S SOPHOMORE JACK PIGOTT WALKED. INTC THE
DIMMED CHAPEL AMID THE HORDES OF UPPER
School students for his March 14 edition of weekly mandat-
ed half-hour of respite, his grumbles of apathy and indifference were
replaced by a hush of anticipation.
There was a new face atop the altar — a new face that already had
large expectations.
When new chaplain Rev. Michael Dangelo first began to speak,
a rare aura of personality and charisma was emitted from his every
pore, one that captivated Pigott as soon as the minister abandoned the
pulpit to homilize from the nave itself. There was something different

about him, CONTINUED, PAGE 15

= by Paul Gudmundsson, managing editor

ahe

SOUL MAN
Starting with

more lively chapel
speeches, Rev
Michael Dangela
plars on making
several changes to
tha weakly services.
imvcluding new
hymnals, engaging
massages and
stimulating music, to
tha chapel program.

Dage 21,
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Centerspread
Up & coming

centerspread

his story. Page 8.
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‘ WORDS of WISDOM

As a religion writer, | think about finding the faith angle in current events or localizing a larger trend in
religion news. For enterprise story ideas, never turn off your curiosity. Try to discover the reasons
behind facts and ask experts to predict the implications. For instance, why is your cafeteria switching
food services? Was there a problem with the old company or its products? Will the new one help
students maintain a healthy lifestyle? What will this mean for the overall functioning of your
community? Will it save your school money? What can be done with a few extra pennies?

The answers could lead to more questions and unearth information vital to students, parents, faculty,
staff and visitors. Always try to consider and give a voice to all players involved in a topic, and your
sources may shape your story. Don't try to pigeonhole a story into the blueprint you initially imagine.

Angela Cave, Reporter and Web Coordinator, The Evangelist, Albany, N.Y.

the special edition might frame the news event from the perspective of the student audience,
providing context and school-oriented viewpoints. Many school publications chose to present
special editions after the events of Sept. 11, 2001. Other schools have published special editions
after natural disasters and serious weather events in their communities or when tragic crimes
such as school shootings occur.

Alternatively, a special section of coverage might be included in the next print edition,
particularly if the coverage is still timely and ongoing in its effects on the school and community.
This kind of coverage isn’t limited to news events, but could take a look at larger issues such as
those of race, gender, sexual orientation, economics, politics, health or labor. In all cases,
coverage should center on the people in the school and community, and should examine broader
issues from a local perspective. Many schools publish special sections before political elections,
particularly presidential ones, with coverage focused on student polls and perspectives, and on
local candidates. Interviewing students active in political campaigns or with strong political
affiliations can provide a local angle while drawing on their knowledge and analysis (see
Chapter 8 for more information on in-depth reporting).

In all reporting, student journalists should strive to ensure their coverage is fair, broad-based
and sensitive to their readers. Student journalists should frequently evaluate their coverage to
make sure they are being inclusive to all school populations. Test your

knowledge

Can you think of an
ancLUSIUN upcoming event,
anniversary or special
occasion that would
make a good topic for
a special section of
coverage?

Though news is still at the heart of a newspaper’s mission, technology has altered the way in
which traditional news is presented. The core elements of news value remain important in
choosing and presenting information to readers and viewers. Without a timeliness angle,
journalists rely on another value, often emphasizing a feature angle. Information presented to
readers should be chosen and organized based on audience interest.
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SUMMARY

® | Reporters should be inquisitive and sensitive to discussions with friends and
throughout the school in identifying topics that would make good stories.

® | Hyperlocal news and reporting about your specialized school audience will be of
primary interest to readers.

® | Journalists must take seriously their role as gatekeepers of information.
® | News value helps reporters order news in placement in print and online.
® | Organized beats help newspapers broaden coverage across the school.
® | Featurizing news helps keep it current.

® | News sources should primarily be local, school and community based.

® | News appears throughout the print edition and website in sections such as news,
sports and entertainment.

KEY TERMS

advance story
angle
attribution
audience
beats
breaking news
conflict
coverage
direct quote
drama
emotion

evergreen news

featurized news
future story

gatekeepers of
information

human interest
hyperlocal news
indirect quote
localizing news
news brief
news lead

news story
news value

primary audience
primary sources
prominence
proximity

review

secondary audience
secondary sources
special edition
special section
surprise or oddity
third-party source
timeliness
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EXERCISES

1 Do a demographic survey of your community and 4 Analyze five leads from online or print editions.

your school population. Using the latest U.S.
Census figures from www.census.gov, analyze the
make-up of your neighborhood, city, county and
state in terms of population, ethnicity, age/sex and
housing status. Visit the website for your school
district and see if you can compare similar data
for your school or district. Or, see if your school
keeps data on these demographics.

Using the data you collected in Exercise 1, go
through a copy of your newspaper and the
website and note how many stories relate to this
data. What other story ideas can you think of that
might draw on, or relate to this demographic
information.

Find five examples in stories of news value from
print or online editions and explain how the value
affected the story’s placement and space.

Mark each to identify the who, what, when, where,
why and how elements. Which news element was
featured in each lead?

In a group, find two examples of featurized news
from print or online editions. Share and discuss
your examples. What is the timeliness factor? Why
was the news featurized?

Identify three examples in past editions of your
print paper or online edition in which strong visual
impact is present in a photo, online slideshow or
video. How does the visual impact increase
interest in the story?



