York, The Ordo Paginarum

The Ordo Paginaram (' Order of the Pageants?), written by the Comunon Clerk of York, Roger Burton, in 1415,
contains a brief description of the contents of cach of the pageants. It offers a valuable carly insight into the
scope and nature of the Cycle as well as a useful guide ro what one articulate citiven of York thoughe was most
striking o significant about each scction of his city’s play. Intecestingly Burton focuses on the numbers of
actors, the major properties used, and the iconography of the actors’ movements and poscs, suggesting that,
while the purpose of the text may have been ro provide a pragmatic checklist of the resources, human and
material, needed for each pageant, che author was also engaging in a sophisticated theological and psychological
interpretacion of the pageants as he wrore. As such it is a valuable account of the impact and reception of the
Cycle as well as a nseful source of practical informarion abouc its contents. The cext of the Osda is printed in
volume 1 of Johnston and Rogerson, REED: York, along with an alternative translation fronu che original {atin
text (in volume H, pp. 702 9). Pageanrs princed in this anthology are marked wich an asterisk.

The Order of the Pageants of the Play of Covpus Chrivti . . . compiled in the year of Qur Lord 1415 by Roger Buvtan, Common Clerk

®1. The Tanners [larer the Barkers]: God the Farher Al- *14.  The Tilery Mary, Joseph, the Midwife, the Child born

mighty crearing and forming the heavens. Angels and lying in a manger between the ox and the ass.
and Archangels: Lucifer, and the Angels who fell The Angel speaking to che Shepherds, players in the
with him into Hell. following pageant.

2, The Plasrerers: God the Father in His own Person cre- 15.  The Chandlerr: The Shepherds speaking to cach other,
aring the Earth and al! that is in it in the space of the star in the Bast, the Angel announciog the joy of
five days. the new-born boy «child to the Shepherds.

3. The Cardmakers: God the Father forming Adam from 10, The Orferers [Goldrmiths), Guldbeaters, Moneymakerr:
the dust of the carth, and making Bve from Adam's The three Kings coming from the East, Herod in-
rib, and breathing into them the breach of Life. rerrogatitig them aboue the child Jesus, the Sen of

4. The Fadiers: God forbiddiog Adam and Eve to gat of Herod, the two Counsellors and a Messenger, Mary
the Tree of Life. with the Child, and the star above, and the three

¥5. The Cooperr: Adam and Eve and the Tree between Kings offering gifts.
them, the Serpent deceiving them with frair, God 1. Formerly the House {Hospital) of St Leonard, now the
speaking 1o them and cuarsing the Serpent: and the Maroni: Mary with che child, Joseph, Atna, the Mid-
Angel with a sword driving them out of Paradise. wife with daves, Sirneon receiving the Child in his

6. The Armowrers. Adam and Eve and the Angel with z arms, and the rwa Sons of $imeon.
spade and disraff assigning tasks to them. 18.  The Masshalr: Mary with the Child and Joseph flee-

7. The Gawunters {(Glovemakers}): Abel and Cain making inng to Egypr: the Angel announcing the message.
thetr sacrifical efterings. 19, The Girdlers, Naders: Herod ovdering the children to

8. The Shuperights: God forewarning Noah ro make an be slain, four Saldiers with spears, two Counsellars
Ark of smpothed woed. of the King, and four Mothers weeping over the

G.  The Pesioners [Fishmiongers} and Mariners: Noah in the slaughrer of their children,

Ark, and his Wife, the three sons of Noah with their 20, TheSpurriers [Spurinakers}, Lovimers | Bridiemakers}. The
Wives, with animals of difterent kinds. Doctors, Jesus as a boy sicting in che Tempte in cheir
vo,  The Parcheminers | Pavchment-makers] and Bookbinders: wnidse, asking them questions and answering their
Abraham offering his son Isaac on an altar, a Servane questions. Four Jews, Mary and Joseph looking for
Boy with wood, and the Angel. himy, and finding him in the Ternple.
11, The Horders: Moses raising up the Serpent in the 21, The Bavbers: Jesus, Joha the Baptist baptising him,
desesrr, King Pharach, and eight Jews marvelling and and twa Angels attending.
walting. a2, The Vintnert [ Wine-merchants): Jesus, Mary, che Bride-
12, The Spicers: A learned Doctor declating the proph- groom and the Bride, the Sreward wich his Servant,
et’s words concerning the birth of Christ. Mary, the with six jars of water when che water tusns into wine.
Angel greeting her, Mary greeting Elizabech, 23, The Fevers [Smithr]: Jesus an the pinnacle of che Tem:-
*13.  The Pewterers and Fosenderr: Mary, Joseph wishing to ple, and the Devil tempeing him with stones, and
put her away secretly, the Angel telling them to go wwo Angels, acrending, erc,

to Bethlehem. 24, The Curriers [Leatheriorbers): Peter, James, and John,
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Jesus poing vp into a mountain and wansfiguring
himself before them, Moses and Elias {Elijah} ap-
peaning, and a voice speaking in a cloud.

The Irenmongers: Jesus and Simon the Leper asking
Jesus to ear with bam. The two Disciples, Mary
Magdalene washing the feer of Jesus with her rears
and drying them with her hair.

The Plumbers {Lead worken1l, Pattenmakers {Mabers of
wooden rhoer]: Jesus, vwo Apostles, the Woman taken
in adultery, four Jews accusing her.

L'he Pouchmakers, Bottlers, and Capmakerr: Jesus, two
Apostles, Lazarus in the tomb, Mary Magdalene,
Martha, and vwo Jews, marvelling.

The Skinners, Vestmentmaker: Jesus on the ass with
its foal, rwelve Apostles following Jesus. six Rich
Men and six Poor Men, eight Children with palm
branches, singing Bemedretas, etc., and Zaccheus
climbing the sycamore tree.

The Curlerr, Bladesmiths, Sheathers, Scalers {Scale mak-
ersl, Buckiermakers [Shield makers): Pilave, Caiaphas,
two Soldiers, three Jews, Judas selling Jesus.

The Bakerr: The Paschal Lamb, the Lord's Supper,
the twelve Apostles, Jesns girt with a linen cloth
washing their {eet. The institution of the Sacrament
of the Body of Christ according to the New Law, the
Communion of the Aposties,

The Cordrainers [ Shoemakers}: Pilate, Caiaphas, Atinas,
fourteen armed Soldiers, Malchus, Peter, James,
John, Jesus, and Judas kissing Jesus and betraying
him.

The Boneyers and Fletchers [ Arrowmakers); Jesus. Annas,
Caiaphas, and {our Jews striking and mocking Je-
sus, Peter, the Wotnan accusing Peter, and Malchus,
The Tapirsers {Carpet and Tapestry makers), Conchers
[Lipholsterers}: Jesus, Pilate, Annas, Caiaphas, two
Counsellors, and four Jews accusing Jesus,

The Lituers {Dyerst: Herod, two Counsellors, four
Soldiers, Jesus and three Jows,

The Conks, Warerleaders: Pilate, Annas, Cajapbas, rwo
Jews, and Judas bringing back o them the thirty
pieces of silver.

The Tilemakers, Milners [Millers], Yurners, Haiviters,
Bollers |Makerr of Wooden Bowdr}: Jesus, Pilate,
Caiaphas, Annas, six Soldiers holdiog poles with
banners, and four others leading Jesus to Herod, ask-
ing for Barabus to be released and Jesus to be cruci-
fied, and then in the same place binding and flogging
him, putting the crown of thorns on his head. Three
Soldiers casting lots over the garments of Jesus,
[The Shearmen]: Jesus covered with blood, carrying
the Cross towards Calvary. Simon of Cyrene, Jews
forcing him 1o carry the Cross. Mary the motber of
Jesus, then John the Apostle velling her that her son
has been condemned to death and Is going to Calvary.
Veronica wiping the blood and sweat from the face

39-

42,
43

44.

49.

1

51

THE ORDG PAGINARUM 11

of Jesus with a veil on which the face of Jesus is
imprinted, and othet Women lamenting Jesus.
The Pinners, Lateners [Founderr of brass allay), Paine
ers: The Cross, Jesus stretched our on ie on the
ground, four Jews scourging and dragging him with
ropes, and then raising the Cross and rthe body of
Jesus nailed ro the Cross on the Mounr of Calvary,
The Butchers, Poulterers. Ihe Cross, two Thieves cru-
cified, Jesus hanging from the Cross between thern.
Mary, the mother of Jesus, John, Mary the mother
of James, and Mary Salome, Longinus with his spear,
a Slave with a sponge, Pilate, Annas, Caiaphas, the
Centurion; Joseph of Arirnathea und Nicodemus rak-
ing him down and laying him in the tomb.

The Sellers [Saddlersl, Verrours [Glaziers), Fuynours
[Saddierrec-makers}: Jesus harrowing Hell, twelve
Spitirs, six Good and six Bad.

The Carpenters: Jesus rising from the tomb, four armed
Soldiers, and three Marys lamenting. Pilave,
Caiaphas, and Annas. A young Child siceing ac che
romb, dressed in white, talking to the women.

The Winedrawers: Jesus, Mary Magdalene with spices.
The Boggours {Brokers?), Sledmen [Woolpackers 2} Je-
sus, Luke, and Cieophas in pilgrims’ clothes.

The Scriveners [Seribes), Limuers [Hluminators], Questors
[Pardoners), and Dubbers [Baokerimmers?): Jesus, Pe.
ter, John, James, Philip, and the other Apostles, with
a piece of roasted fish and a honeycomb, and the
Apostle Thomas couching the wounds of Christ,
The Taillyoers {Tailovs): Mary, Joho the Evangelist,
eleven Apostles, two Angels, Jesus ascending from
among them, and four Angels holding a cloud.

The Poters: Mary, two Angels, eleven Apostles, and
the Holy Spiric descending upon them, and four
Jews, marvelling.

The Draperr: Jesus, Mary, Gabriel with rwo Angels,
two Virging and chree Jews of Mary's ki, eighe
Apostles and ewo Devils.

The Lynwevers [Linen-weaversh Four Apostles carry
ing rhe bier of Mary, and Fergus hanging from che
bier, with two other Jews and an Angel.

The Wool-Welalpers: Mary ascending with 2 ctowd
of Angels, eight Apostles, and 8t Thormas the Apos.
tle preaching in che desert.

The Hostilers [Innkespers): Mary, Jesus crowniog her,
and 4 crowd of Angels singing.

The Mescers [Mevchanns}l: Jesus, Mary, twelve Apos
tles, four Angels with tumpecs, four with a crown,
spear, and two swhips, Four Good Spirits and four
Bad Spirits, and six Devils.!

Compate this brief desceiption of che pageant wich the derailed

accounc of che propetties in the Mercers' [ndenture of 1433, p.
153, helow,





