CHAPTER ONE

If you tire of toting around this phrasebook, tear out this chapter.
You should be able to navigate your destination with only
the terms found in the next 30 pages. For an explanation of
pronunciations (including tone markings), please see "Chinese
Grammar & Pronunciation Basics,” later in this chapter.

BASIC GREETINGS

For a full list of greetings, see p89.

Hello.

How are you?
I'm fine, thanks.
And you?

My name is ____.

And yours?

It’s a pleasure to meet you.

Please.
Thank you.
Yes.

No.

Okay.

&7,

nin hao.,
B9FIG?

nin hédo ma?
FHARGF, .
wo hén hao, xie xie,
mE?

nin ne?
xm___.

wé jiao ____,
1R ?

nin ne?
REXLEE,
hén gao xing jian dao nin,
.

qing.

B,

xie xié nin,
=H.

shi de,

TE.

bu shi,

¥,

héo,
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No problem.

I'm sorry, I don’t
understand.

Would you speak slower
please?

Would you speak louder
please?

Do you speak English?

Do you speak any other
languages?

I speak ___ better than
Chinese.

Would you please repeat
that?

Would you point that out
in this dictionary?

THE KEY QUESTIONS

R IB)RE,

méi wen ti,

RIEHK, HAHE.

hén bao gian, wé bu déng.,
IREER IR ANT?

nin néng shué man dian ma?
IRRER S AEWAG?

nin néng da dian shéng shué ma?
i S8IENG?

nin shué ying yu ma?

i H RS ?

nin shué qi ta yu yan ma?

HH BIRBENIERT.
wo de yu shué dé bi
han yd hao,

BEBER—BFL?

qing zai shud yr bian hdo ma?
EREXAFARNERAREN?
nin néng zai zhé bén zi dian Ii ba ta
zhi géi wo kan ma?

With the right hand gestures, you can get a lot of mileage
from the following list of single-word questions and answers.

Who?
What?
When?
Where?
To where?

Why?

HE?

shéi?
fta?

shi me?
T omHE?
shén me shi hou?
E?

na Ii?
EWE?
dao na Ii?
Aftaz

wéi shén me?



THE KEY QUESTIONS 3

How? (VX =4

zén me yang?
Which? Wp—A2

na yige?
How many? / How much? %247

dué shdo?

THE ANSWERS: WHO
For full coverage of pronouns, see p22.
I/ me %

wo
you R/ & /R0
(familiar, formal, plural) ni'/ nin / ni mén
he / him

ta
she / her 1t

ta
we / us 22l

wd mén
they / them 2411

ta mén

THE ANSWERS: WHEN

For full coverage of time, see p12.

now M

xian zai
later bis=

shao hou
afterwards Wia

yi hou
carlier ER/B—m

géng z&o / zdo yi didn
in a minute 5t

ma shang
today SN

Jjin tidn
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tomorrow

yesterday

the day after tomorrow
the day before yesterday
in a week

next week

last week

next month

last month

At

ten o’clock this morning.

two o’clock this afternoon.

seven o’clock this evening.

LIPS

ming tian
REX

zu6 tian

JEEN

hou tian

IS

qian tian
—REAn

yi zhéu nei
T

Xia zhou
LR

shang zhou
T A

Xia ge yue
1A

shang ge yue
e
zai

SREF+R.

Jin tidn shang wu shi dién,
SRTFAA.

Jin tian xia wi liang dién,
SXREgEEA.

Jin tian wén shang qr dian.,

For full coverage of numbers, see p7.

THE ANSWERS: WHERE

here

there

near

pry::)
zhe If
E
na If
ipli
i jin



closer
closest

far

farther
farthest
across from
next to
behind
straight ahead
left

right

up

down
lower
higher
forward

backward

THE KEY QUESTIONS 5
®Ril

Jiao jin
=i

zui jin

=

yuén
BKix
Jiao yuan
RIT

zui yuadn
.3 E
zai ... dui mian
4B
Jinlin
JBE
hou mian
—E[aA]
yi zhi xiang qian
ki
zud bian
Al
you bian
i
shang bian
T

Xia bian
BIE
Jjiao df
BE
Jiao gao
k]
xiang qian
mJa

xiang hou
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around

across the street
down the street
on the corner
kitty-corner

blocks from here

JAE

zhou wéi

(Espoia)

Jié dui mian

AEHE

yan zhe jié dao

TEHAak

zai gudi jido chu

Fxi

Xié dui jido

BiXE_ FHEIRAHT
lizhe Ii ____tigo jié yuan de di
fang

For a full list of numbers, see the next page.

THE ANSWERS: WHICH
this (this one)

that (that one)
these (these here)

those (those there, close by)

HELP / EMERGENCIES

Can you help me?
I'm lost.

Help!

Call the police!

I need a doctor.

x4
zhe gé
A
na ge
X
zhe xié
FpLe

na xié

IRREHHHAD?

nin néng bang bang wé ma?
Hikpk T

wo mi lu le

fhan !

Jit ming !

FTRIEM &R |

da dian hua jiao jing cha !
HEEEX.

w0 yao kan yi shéng.,



Thief!

My child is missing.

Call an ambulance.

NUMBERS & COUNTING
one

yi
two —

er
three =

san
four |

si
five il

wii
six ~

lia
seven t

qr
eight N

ba
nine L

jiti
ten +

shi
eleven +—

shi yt
twelve +=

shi er
thirteen =

shi san
fourteen +m

shi si

NUMBERS & COUNTING 17

b N

zhua xido tou !

BHBEFEXRT.
wd de hai zi z6u shr le,
FTRIEM P ZE,

dé dian hua jiao jiu hu ché,

fifteen
sixteen
seventeen
eighteen
nineteen
twenty
twenty-one
thirty
forty

fifty

sixty
seventy
eighty

ninety

+x
shi wd
+
shi lia
+t
shi qi
+\
shi ba
+h
shi jiti
=+
er shi
—+—
er shi yt
=+
san shi
g+
si shi
i+
wu shi
~t
lia shi
++
qi shi
N
ba shi
i+

jiti shi
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one hundred

two hundred

FRACTIONS & DECIMALS

one eighth
one quarter
one third

one half

two thirds
three quarters
double

triple

one tenth

one hundredth

one thousandth

MATH
addition

2+1

subtraction

-8
Vi bgi
=

eér béi

one thousand

Npyz—

ba fén zhi yi
msrz—

si fén zhi yi
=pz—

san fén zhi yr
—Hz—/—%
erfén zhr yi/ yi ban
=hz=

san fén zhi er
maz=

si fén zhi san
A

ligng béi

=&

san béi
+Hz—
shi fén zhr y7
BRZ—

bai fén zhr y1
FHz—

qian fén zhi yi

fm

jia
Zhn—
erjia yr
b5

jign

—F

yrqian



2-1
multiplication
2x%x3
division
6+3

ORDINAL NUMBERS
first

second
third
fourth
fifth
sixth
seventh
eighth
ninth
tenth

last

NUMBERS & COUNTING
—
er jian yr
F
chéng
ZRU=
er chéng yi san
3

chu
ABEI=

lia chu yi san

B
zui hou

9
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MEASUREMENTS

Measurements will usually be metric, though you may need a
few American measurement terms.

inch BN

ying cun
foot R

ying chi
mile ®E

ying If
millimeter P

hao mi
centimeter EX

I mr
meter FS

mi
kilometer R AN

qian mi'/ géng It
hectare YN

gong qing
squared 5

ping fang
milliliters =

héao shéng
liter /AT

shéng / géng shéng
kilo

gian
ounce B

ang st
cup "

béi
pint LaLi

pin tudé
quart =it

kua tud



gallon

QUANTITY

some
none

all

many / much

a little bit (can be used for
quantity or for time)

a dozen

too much

not enough

SIZE

short

long

small

the smallest
medium
big

the biggest

MEASUREMENTS 1
me

jia lin

—t
yi xié
—MuRE
yi gé yé méi you
E=i

quan bu
LS

Xt dué

—=

yrdian

—47

yida

x&ET

tai dué le
P

bui gou

|

duédn

K

chang
1IN

xido de
=2\: )

zui xiao de
PR
zhong déng de
PN

da de
RKH

zui da de
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fat
wide

narrow

TIME

zhai de

When the Chinese tell time, the period of the day is stated
before the exact hour (early morning, noon, afternoon and

evening). All of China is officially on one time zone, despite the

great distances from one province to the next.
For full coverage of number terms, see p7.

HOURS OF THE DAY
What time is it?

At what time?

For how long?

It’s one o’clock.

It’s two o’clock.

It’s two thirty.

It’s two fifteen.

It's a quarter to three.
It’s noon.

It’s midnight.

MEL=8?

Xian zai ji dian zhong?
wILE?

zai ji didn zhéng?
EA<AE?

dub chang shi jian?
WE—RH.

Xian zai yr dian zhéng.
WEMSH.

xian zai lidng dian zhong.
MEARYE.

xian zai liang dian ban,
REmS—Z.

Xian zai lidng didn yT ke.
NEASRT+RS.

Xian zai liang dian si shi wi fén.
WERFF.

xian zai shi zhong wd.
RNERFR.

xian zai shi wu ye.



It's early.

It’s late.

in the morning
in the afternoon
at night

at dawn

DAYS OF THE WEEK
Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Saturday

MONTHS OF THE YEAR
January

February

March

TIME 13
HEZTR,

xian zai hai zao.
MEBT .

xian zai wan le.
TELEF

zai shang wi
T

zai xia wi
=k

zai wéan shang
P

tian liang

EfR
xing qr ri
Ef—
xing qi y7
Ef—
xing qr ér
Ei=
xing qr san
Efm
Xing qi si
ENE
xing qi wi
= GV

xing qr lia

—A
yiyue
|
eryue
=R

san yue
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April

May

June

July
August
September
October
November
December
next month

last month

SEASONS OF THE YEAR

in spring
in summer
in autumn

in winter

mA

si yue
A

wul yue
~A

lia yué
€A

qi yue
AY: !

ba yue
R

Jiti yue
+A

shi yué
+-A
shi yTyué
+=A
shi er yue
T4A
xia gé yue
1A

shang geé yue

=5
chan tian
BN

xia tian
[N

qid tian
ZX
dong tian



CHINESE GRAMMAR & PRONUNCIATION BASICS

THE ALPHABET

While there is no alphabet in Chinese, each morpheme (the
smallest unit of meaning in a language) is represented by one
syllable, which in turn consists of an initial sound and a final
sound, and which is always uttered in one of the four tones
which characterize the Mandarin dialect.

PINYIN AND CHINA'S WRITTEN LANGUAGE

The official Romanization system of the People’s Republic

of China (PRQ), "pinyin" literally means "to spell the way

it sounds." Adopted in the 1950s, it became China’s official
Romanization system in 1979. While English is not commonly
found on street signs or storefronts in China, pinyin is
ubiquitous, so boning up on the basics in advance of your
trip is well worth the effort. Since Chinese written characters
don’t necessarily give any indication of pronunciation, the
Chinese themselves are taught pinyin in school in addition
to the characters. In the Republic of China a mixture of
various Romanization systems, including pinyin, is

currently used.

As a point of reference, Chinese characters date to the
earliest dynasty with archaeological evidence, the Shang
(1766-1122 BC), and were originally used for divination
purposes.

They can be read left to right, right to left, or top to
bottom. The four most common types of characters, reflecting
meanings and sounds, include: pictographs, which are formed
according to the shape of the objects themselves, such as
the sun and the moon, and indicate the meaning of the
character rather than the sound; ideographs, which represent
more abstract concepts; complex ideographs, which are

15
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combinations of simpler characters; and phonetic compounds,
also called logographs, formed by two elements—one hinting
at the meaning of the word and the other giving a clue as

to the sound. This last category accounts for over 80% of all
Chinese characters.

When the PRC was established in 1949, the literacy rate
hovered around 15%. To simplify the Chinese writing system
so that the vast majority of Chinese could attain an adequate
level of literacy, the number of strokes required to create
many characters was greatly reduced. The resulting characters
are known as "simplified" characters and are used in the
modern-day PRC, where the literacy rate has climbed to
85%. "Traditional" (long form) characters are still taught and
used in Taiwan. Using simplified characters in Taiwan can be
construed as making a political statement, and is best avoided
if you are having business material translated into Chinese and
printed for use in Taiwan.

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Initial Sounds

In Chinese, initials are always comprised of consonants, which
are much more numerous than the final vowel sounds, and
are represented in the pinyin Romanization system as follows:

In

S~Q 75 o +~37T T

itial Sound Pronunciation
baw bore
paw pour
maw mourn
faw four
duh dull
tuh ton
nuh null
luh lull
guh gum
kuh come
huh hum
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] gee gee
q chee cheese

X she she

z dzuh "ds" as in suds

C tsuh "ts" as in cuts

s suh son

zh jir germ

ch chir chirp

sh shir shirt

r ir “er" asin larger
w wuh what

y yuh yum

Final Sounds

There are only six vowels sounds in standard Mandarin: a, o, e,
i, u, and U. Pronouncing the vowels in sequence, your mouth
will start off very wide and your tongue will start off very low.
Vowels can be combined to form compound vowels, listed
below:

Final Sound Pronunciation
a ah not

ai i eye

ao ow chow
an ahn on

ang ahng thong
o aw draw
ong oong too+ng
ou oh toe

e uh bush

ei ay way

en un none
eng ung strung
er ar star

i ee bee



uai
uan
un
uang
ueng

ue
Gan
un

SURVIVAL CHINESE

gotcha
meow
yet

leo
Cheyenne
y+angst
seen
ping
you+ng
too
suave
war
sway
why
want
won
wan+ng
one+ng
ewe
you+eh
you+wan
you+n
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Tones

In the pinyin system of Romanization, tone marks always appear
above the vowel. If there are consecutive vowels, the tone
mark appears above the first vowel in that sequence. The only
exception to this is for the vowels iu and ui, where the tone
mark falls on the second vowel.

In a spoken language with a great number of homophones,
tones are the key to understanding the meaning of what is
being said. Even so, any given syllable with a specific tone
can also often have more than one meaning. Ultimately only
by viewing the written character can the meaning be deduced
on the spot. When dealing with spoken Chinese, the meaning
must be deduced in large part from the context of what else is
being said.

Mandarin has the following four tones:

First tone: High level. This tone should be as high as your
individual pitch range can be, and is indicated by a horizontal
line above the vowel: a

Second tone: Rising. This tone should have your voice
going up as if asking a question, and is indicated by a line
which rises from left to right above the vowel: a

Third tone: Dipping then rising. This tone starts in the
middle level of your voice range and then falls before slightly
rising again at the end. It is indicated by a reverse triangle
without the horizontal line on top, located above the vowel: a

Fourth tone: Falling. This tone sounds as if you're giving
an order, falling from the high pitch level it starts at. It is
indicated by a line dropping from left to right above the
vowel: a

Other Tone Rules

Two Consecutive Third Tones: When one third tone is
followed by another, the first third tone is spoken like a
second tone (rising), and only the second third tone exhibits
the characteristics of a full third tone (falling and then

rising again).
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Half-Third Tones: When one third tone is followed by any
other tone, only the first half (the falling half) of the tone is
pronounced before the remaining syllables are pronounced
with their respective tones. It sounds more like a low,
level tone.

Neutral Tones: Although there are four primary tones in
Mandarin, a fifth tone exists which is actually toneless, or
neutral. There is no tone mark above a fifth tone, and you
say it only when you attach it to grammatical particles or the
second character of repetitive syllables such as baba (father)
or mama (mother).

THE MONOSYLLABLE MYTH

Since each Chinese character is pronounced as a single
syllable, people often think that Chinese is monosyllabic.
The truth is that most Chinese words are polysyllabic
and are written in clusters of characters. Most words
in modern Chinese are two syllables (two characters).
For example, ming means “clear, bright” and bai
means "white, blank.” Put together, mingbai means
"understand, clear.”

TERMS FOR MANDARIN

Standard Mandarin, the official language of both the
PRC and the ROC, is referred to as pttdonghua ("the
common language”) in the PRC, and guéyt (“national
speech”) in the ROC.
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Tonal Changes in Yi and Bu

Yi (one) and bu (not or no) are unusual in that their tones
may change depending on what comes after them. Y1 by itself
is pronounced with the first tone, but when a first, second or
third tone follows it, yT is spoken with a fourth tone, such as
in yizhang zhi” (a piece of paper). If a fourth tone follows yi
it automatically becomes a second tone, such as in the word
yiyang (the same).

ELEMENTS OF CHINESE GRAMMAR

Sentence Structure
In general the way to tell how one part of a Chinese sentence
relates to another is by the use of particles and the order of the
words (syntax) rather than morphology (changes in the form of
the word through inflection).

The basic word order of Chinese is exactly the same as in
English: Subject-Verb-Object:

Subject Verb Object
1 (wo) love (xi huan) spinach (bocai)
You (ni) read (kan) books (shi)

While Chinese word order resembles English, most everything
else about the language differs. There are no gender-specific
nouns in Chinese, no distinction between singular and plural,
no verb conjugation, no such thing as first, second, or third
person, no such thing as active or passive voices, or even past
or present tense. Additionally, one word can function as both
subject and object. Context is often the only way one knows
when an action may have taken place.
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Personal Pronouns

English Pinyin Pronunciation
1 wo waw

You ni nee

He / She / It ta tah

We wo mén waw-mun
You (Plural) ni mén nee-mun
They ta mén tah-mun
Classifiers

Classifiers, also referred to as measure words, help classify
particular nouns, and are located in between a number (or a
demonstrative pronoun such as "this" or "that") and a noun.
They’re similar to English words such as a "gaggle" of geese or
a "school" of fish. While English doesn’t use classifiers nearly
as often as Chinese, in Chinese they can be found wherever a
number is followed by a noun, or an implied noun. The most
common classifier is "ge" (guh), which can safely be used when

in doubt.

Classifier Pinyin Pronunciation
Printed and bound things bén bun

(such as books or magazines)

Stick-like things, such as gén gun

string or blades of grass

Things with flat surfaces zhang jahng

such as tables or beds

Round, tiny things such as pearls | ké kuh
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Subject Verb Number Classifier Object
| want a/one book
Wo yao yi bén sha
You buy three tables
Ni mai san zhang zhuo zi
This & That

English Pinyin Pronunciation
This zhe (ge) jay (guh)
That na (ge) nah (guh)
These zhe xié jay-shyeh
Those na xié nay-shyeh

Definite vs. Indefinite Articles
Equivalents to the English articles "a," "an," and "the" do not
exist in Chinese. The only way to tell if something is being
referred to specifically (definite) or just generally (indefinite)
is by the word order.

Nouns that refer specifically to something are usually found
at the beginning of a sentence before the verb:

yi zi zai nar. (The chairs are there.)
hai zi xi huan ta. (The child likes him.)
dao zai zhuo zi shang. (The knife / knives are on the table.)

Nouns that refer to something more general are usually found
at the end of the sentence, after the verb:

na r you sha? (Where are some books? / Where is there a book?)
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na r you shi. (There are some books over there.)

zhé ge you wen ti. (There’s a problem with this. / There are some
problems with this.)

Exceptions to Definite vs. Indefinite Articles

Several exceptions to the above rules on definite vs. indefinite

articles exist in Chinese:

e If a noun is at the beginning of a sentence it might refer
to something indefinite if the sentence makes a general
comment (as opposed to relating an entire story), like when
the verb shi is part of the comment: xiéng mao shi dong wu.
(Pandas are animals.)

If an adjective appears after the noun it might also indicate

an indefinite article: pa tao hén tian. (Grapes are very sweet.)

e If an auxiliary verb exists it might also indicate an indefinite
article: mao hui zhua lao shu. (Cats can catch mice.)

e If a verb indicates that the action occurs habitually it may
indicate an indefinite article: nia chi cdo. (Cows eat grass.)

e Nouns preceded by a numeral and a classifier are
considered definite: wti gé xué sheng dou hén cong ming. (The
five students are all quite smart.)

e If the word yéu (to exist) comes before the noun and is

then followed by a verb, it can also indicate an indefinite

article: yéu shi zai zhud zi shang. (There are books on top of
the table.)

Finally, if the word zhé (this) or na (that), plus a classifier
is used when a noun comes after the verb, it indicates a
definite reference: wd yao mai na zhang hua. (I want to buy
that painting.)
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Adjectives
If an adjective is pronounced with only one syllable it appears
immediately in front of the noun it qualifies:

1ii cha (green tea)

chang gu téu (long bone)
If the adjective has two syllables, however, the possessive
particle de (duh) is placed between it and whatever it
qualifies:

gan jing de yi fu (clean clothes)

ch&o nao de hai zi (noisy child / children)
If a numeral is followed by a classifier, those should both go
in front of the adjective and whatever it qualifies:

yijian xin yi fu (a [piece of] new clothing)

si bén yéu qu de sha (four interesting books)
Finally, when an adjective is also the predicate, appearing

at the end of a sentence, it follows the subject or the topic
without needing the verb shi (shir; to be):

ta de fang zi hén gan jing. (His house [is] very clean.)

na jian yi fu tai jiu. (That piece of clothing [is] too old.)

Verbs

There is no conjugation of verbs in Chinese. The verb in
the sentence "They eat Chinese food" is said the same way
as in the sentence "He eats Chinese food." There are ways
to indicate tense in Chinese sentences, but these are noted
in the section on "Aspect Markers" below. The verb itself is
never inflected. Below are some of the most common verbs
in Chinese:
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English Pinyin Pronunciation
To read kan kahn

| read books. wo kan sha. Waw kahn shoo.
To have you yo

We have books.

WO mén you sha.

Waw mun yo shoo.

To want yao yow
She wants cake. |ta yao dan gao. Tah yow dahn gow.
To Be shi shir

We are Chinese.

w6 mén shi
zhong gué rén.

Waw mun shir joong
gwaw run.

To study Xué xi shweh she

You study Chinese. | ni xué xi han yt. Nee shweh she hahn yew.
To know zhi dao jir dow

I know him. wo zhi dao ta. Waw jir dow tah.

NOTE: The verb yéu (to have) can also be translated as "there
is" or "there are." Examples: y6éu hén dud hai zi (There are many
children); wé ydu hén dud hai zi. (I have many children.)

Aspect Markers

Aspects characterize the Chinese language in place of tense
and refer to how a speaker views an event or a state of
being. There are only two aspects in Chinese: complete and
continuous, as opposed to English, which has many different
aspects such as indefinite, continuous, perfect, perfect

continuous, etc.



CHINESE GRAMMAR & PRONUNCIATION BASICS 27

Le
Le indicates an action has been completed if it'’s used as a
suffix to a verb:

English Pinyin Pronunciation
You bought |ni mai le Nee my luh hun
many books. |hén dud sha. dwaw shoo.

He brought |ta dai le ta de yu san. | Tah dye luh tah duh yew sahn.
his umbrella.

Le in Questions

To turn statements with le into questions, add meiyou at
the end of them, which automatically negates the action
completed by le:

English Pinyin Pronunciation

You bought ni mai le Nee my luh

many books. hén dub sha. hun dwaw shoo.
Did he bring ta you méi you Tah yo mayo dye tah
his umbrella? dai ta de yii san? | duh yew sahn?

Guo

Guo indicates that something has been done at one time or
another, even though it is not currently happening.

English Pinyin Pronunciation

He has been to France. | ta qu guo fa gué. [Tah chyew gwaw
fah gwaw.

We have eaten woO mén chiguo |Waw mun chir

French food. fa guo cai. gwaw fah gwaw tsye.
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Zai
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Zai indicates if an action is currently happening as you
speak. You can also add the word zhéng in front of it to
add emphasis, which can be translated as "to be right in the
middle of" doing something.

English

Pinyin

Pronunciation

We are eating.

wo mén zai chi fan.

Waw mun dzye chir fahn.

We're in the

wo6 mén zhéng

Waw mun juhng dzye

middle of eating. |zai chifan. chir fahn.
Your father is ni ba ba zai Nee bah bah dzye
cooking. zuo fan. dzwaw fahn.

Your father is right
in the middle of
cooking.

ni ba ba zhéng
zai zuo fan.

Nee bah bah juhng dzye
dzwaw fahn.

Zhe

To indicate continual action resulting from something else,
add the syllable zhe to the end of the verb:

English

Pinyin

Pronunciation

He’s wearing a
red hat.

ta dai zhe yi ding
héng mao zi.

Tah dye juh ee deeng
hoong maow dzuh.

You're wearing a
yellow shirt.

nin chuan zhe yi jian
huang chén shan.

Nee chwahn juh ee jyan
hwahng chun shahn.

Zhe can also indicate two actions occurring at the same time:

English Pinyin Pronunciation
She’s sitting and | ta zai zuo Tah dzye dzwaw juh
eating. zhe chi fan. chir fahn.

He's singing
while he walks.

ta zou zhe chang
ge.

Tah dzoe juh
chahng guh.
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Negation
Bu
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Bu can negate something done in the past, present or
anticipated for the future.

English

Pinyin

Pronunciation

She didn't like to
eat spinach when
she was young.

ta xiao de shi hou
bu xi huan chi bo cai.

Tah shyaow duh shir ho
boo she hwahn chir baw
tsye.

They don't
want to sing.

ta men bu yao
chang ge.

Tah mun boo yow
chahng guh.

The restaurant
won't be open
on Friday.

fan dian xing qi witi
bu kai mén.

Fahn dyan sheeng
chee woo boo kye mun.

Méi you

To negate the verb yéu, the usual negative prefix bu cannot be
used. Instead you must use the prefix méi.

English Pinyin Pronunciation

We don't have | woé mén méi Waw mun may yo shoo.
books. you sha.

They don't ta mén méi Tah mun may yo go.
have dogs. y6u gou.

Questions

The simplest way to ask a question in Chinese is to end any
statement with the particle ma.

English

Pinyin

Pronunciation

Does he read?

ta kan shii ma?

Tah kahn shoo mah?

Do you speak
English?

ni shud ying yu
ma?

Nee shwaw eeng
yew mah?
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Alternative choice questions
Another way to pose questions is by repeating the verb in its
negative form by inserting bu in between the repeating verbs.

This form can only be used for a yes or no question.

English

Pinyin

Pronunciation

Are you
an American?

ni shi bu shi
méi guo rén?

Nee shir boo shir may
gwaw run?

Does she want
children?

ta yao bu yao hai zi?

Ta yow boo yow hi
dzuh?

Interrogative pronouns
Another way to ask questions in Chinese is by using the
following interrogative pronouns:

English Pinyin Pronunciation
Who / whom shéi shay

Whose shéi de shay duh
What shénme shummah
Which na (+ classifier) nah

Where nar nar
Possessives

The particle de is attached to the end of a pronoun or other
modifier to indicate possession.

English

Pinyin

Pronunciation

My computer
has Internet.

wo de ji suan ji you
yin té wang.

Waw duh dyan now yo
een tuh wahng.

Does yours?

ni de ne?

Nee duh nuh?




