CHAPTER 1

Planning Your
WordPress Site

WordPress is the platform of choice for new blogs, and-increasingly

it is the software chosen for websites of many different descriptions.
WordPress lets you get your message out quickly.and easily while giving
you all the control you want.
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Home Features Mews Support Themes 5Stats AboutUs Login Forums

_Search

Support

G ‘Want to add a link away from your bleg in your navigation bar? Use a custom menul Check it out!

Get Started

Build the site of your dreams
with WordPress.com, Learn
about our best features, and
how to get started.

More —

Go Mabile
Don't be confined to the desk.
Publish on the go with maohbile
apps for iPhene, iPad, Andraid,
and BlackBerry.

More —

Customize My Site

Find the perfect theme far your
site and make it your own with
widgets, menus, and custom
design.

More —

Manage My Profile

Set up your user profile with a
bio, picture, and links to your
other profiles on the web,

More —

Create Content

Wirlte, click, publish, and revel.
Your words can be read by
anyone in the world,

Add Media
‘Whoever zaid that blogging is
just about words? Add images
and videa to make your site
stand out from the rest.

More —

Add a Domain

Have a custorn domain? Learn
more about registering a new
domain or wsing an existing one,

More —

Get Soclal

‘Share your work with the warld
through Facebook, Twitter, and
ather social networks,
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Understanding WordPress and Blog Terms

Learm’ng a few WordPress and blog terms before you dive in makes the process of learning the
software and starting your website easier. Terms in this section arise again and again. These
terms generally apply regardless of whether you host your own blog or use the WordPress.com
hosting service. They are also pertinent even if you use WordPress to run a static website, meaning
the information published on a site rarely changes. Terms that seem abstract now become clearer as

you develop your site.

Blog versus Static Site

The term blog, which merges the words web
and log, came about when software advances
made it possible for nontechnical people to
easily publish information to the World Wide
Web. Although blogs typically publish posts
in reverse chronological order and allow for
reader interaction, WordPress also lets you
create static websites, or sites that have fixed
content and are not interactive.
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Home About

Blog

Latest News =~ Comment here
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Contact Us

Posts and Posting

Each entry in a blog is known as a post, and
the usual presentation of posts is with the
newest entry at the top of the screen. Post is

Updates

Akismet Stats

All Posts

Add New

5 Posts  Add New

Al (468) | Published (467) | Draft (1) | Trash (1)

|

(Bulk Actions] <] (Apply) (Show all dates] ¢ ) (View

individual blog post with its own web address.
You can have static pages, too. The most

also what you do. That is, you post a new post Categories O Title Author Categories

to your blog. Posts usually follow a standard Post Tags [] Weather woes could Janet Majure ~ General
visual style, although WordPress offers edie Sectomrs < Draft

alternative post formats for specific kinds of - D arcrte gy ormers  Janet Majure - Farmers market
posts, such as posts that highlight a - Seending vour money,

quotation.

Pages ::dpr::j pages Add New

Think of a website as a collection of web S Al (5) | Published (5) ]
pages, W]th eaCh WEb page haVing 'ItS own Post Tags [Bulk Acfionsl :] [Apply] [Show all da’resl :]
content. With WordPress, the running blog Media

page typically — but not always — is the Links O Tite Author ® Date
home page, which usually displays the most 0 E-mail Janet Majure @) 2007/05/24
recent posts. Themes provide page templates Al Peas : Published

to display posts by category and to display an de::v:s H Aeodt Janet Majure @y 2007/03/29

common static page on websites is an About page that explains the site to visitors.
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Dashboard

The WordPress Dashboard is the online but behind-
the-scenes control panel from which you create and
modify your website. A panel is a display screen in
the user interface. The Dashboard differs a little
between the .com and .org versions of WordPress.
“Get to Know WordPress Types,” later in this
chapter, describes those versions. The Dashboard
main features are a left-hand navigation menu bar
and a set of panels with information and links.

Permalinks

A permalink is the permanent link to a specific post
or page. If you host your WordPress installation,
WordPress gives you options on what your
permalinks look like, which may make it easier for
search engines to find your post.

Dashboard
Right Now
Content Discussion
467 Fosis 1,147 Comments @
5 Pages 1,090 Approved
24 Categories 0 Pending Most Visitedf'¥ Getting Started Latest Headlines
208 Tags 57 Spam ] nP<< Give Me Stren...
SEO Themes and More

SEQ is an acronym for search engine optimization,
and your interest in it depends on the purpose of
your blog. SEQ aims to improve your site’s ranking
in search results by search engines such as Google.
A higher ranking leads more search engine users to
find your site. SEO relies partly on making generous
use of searched-for words.

Goog |@ [cooking blog

Search About 900,000,000 results

Everything Blogger cooks her way through book of family

fmages Cozy up to cool-weather cooking......

Maps

Cooking With Cardamom, or How To “Pinch” Salt

Videos

Other terms you need to know are themes, which
refer to the sets of files that determine the overall
design of your site; widgets, which give you options
for presenting information; and plugins, which you
can add to a self-hosted WordPress installation to
add functionality. WordPress offers flexibility as to
the content of your site’s menus, your theme’s
options, and more.

Themes

Widgets

Menus

Montezuma Options
Edit CSS

Editor

£ Plugins




Choose a Blog Topic

You can choose anything as your blog topic, but doing some research may help you identify the
topic that you will love to write about and that readers will look for. In general, the more focused
your topic, the greater your success in attracting readers. Even if you do not care about getting a

large audience, you will spend less time trying to figure out what to write on your blog if you have
consistent subject matter. You also may discover that you learn more about your topic the longer you
blog. Consider different approaches before you decide.

Expertise

If you are an expert in some field, your knowledge
could make an excellent blog topic. By writing
about your area of experience you will have plenty
of content and confidence, and you may be able to
use your blog to attract business and advertising.

Hobby

Perhaps you have a hobby that you avidly pursue
and continue to learn more about. This, too, is a
good subject for a blog. Fellow hobbyists may look
to you for ideas and advice, and they can offer
ideas and advice in return.
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Business

A blog is a great way to keep in touch with your
customers and to attract more customers. It is like
a newsletter, only easier. As with a hobby, you
surely have plenty of content to offer readers,
whether news about products, special offers, or
holiday hours.
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(<] ») (< @ http://backyardblooms

Scattershot

One option is not to choose a topic at all and
simply write your blog as you might write a diary.
This unfocused, or scattershot, approach is fine as
long as you are content to attract a small audience.
Only a few people, by virtue of their fascinating
lives or captivating writing styles, can write a
scattershot blog and attract a large number of
readers.
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The more focused your topic, the easier it will be for
search engines to find it. A focused blog also has
greater potential to generate advertising revenues
later, if that is one of your goals.

") All About
‘Roses

File_Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Window Help. Mon 1214 PM Q|
Wordpress » Cammercal WordPress Tmes

Useful and Entertaining

Whatever topic you choose, you will get more readers
if your blog is useful or entertaining — or both. As
you narrow your list of possible topics, think about
which ones give you the greatest opportunity to be
helpful or engaging. Those may be your best bets.

Competition

If you are unconcerned about developing an audience
or if you want your blog to focus on your personal
life, you need not worry about competition. For other
subjects, however, check out the competition before
you settle on a blog topic.

Research the Competition Alexa Internet -Toolbar Download - Mozila Firefox

File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help
You can get clues as to what is being written QP C X & (Crwsmmeconoob
about and what is popular at these websites: B, mostvisted [ Getting sarted [ Gettng Stared

j Alexa Internet - Toolbar Download x“ Moilla Firefox Start Page

e http://wordpress.com/tags: See the most |
popular recent tags, which are like keywords, !;\WS,X“?CM
on WordPress.com blogs.

e www.alexa.com: Search for websites on your topic,
and Alexa lists them and their traffic ratings.

e www.technorati.com: Click Top 100 or Tags to see the 100 most popular blogs among Technorati users
and most popular tags.

e www.stumbleupon.com: Sign up with this service, select your topic of interest, and then stumble, which
takes you to blog post after blog post on that subject.

e http://google.com/blogsearch: Search on a topic to find existing blogs and blog posts on the topic.




Plan Your Blog’s Content

Your blog will be easier to create and maintain and easier for readers to follow if you plan your
content before you start blogging. By planning ahead, you can give your blog a consistent
approach that works for you, your content, and your readers. The word content refers to whatever
you publish on your website. Aspects to consider include everything from writing style to visual
presentation. WordPress gives you considerable flexibility to change, but you will be well served to
consider these factors just as if you were publishing a book.

Words, Pictures, or Both?

Your choice of having content that is word
heavy, picture heavy, or a balance of words
and pictures affects not only the appearance
of your blog, but also how you spend your
time preparing your posts. Give thought now
as to what medium best expresses the ideas
you want to share.

Consider Post Length wpites 5 Posts add new : —
. . Akismet Stats earcl 0S|
Al.though there is no ]deal. length, there may e All (468) | Published (467) | Draft (1) | Trash (1)
be an ideal. length fol' you and your bl.og. Al Posts B [show all da'resl :] [View all categories | :] @
9 . Add New BIEE
Having a somewhat predictable length for S O e Author Categories Tags @ Date  Views
your posts enables you to know how long it post Tags O Rossted Cauliflower Foodie  General  NoTags @) 2011/08/10 5 view
. o With Raisins Last modified
may take to Wnte a pOSt’ and l'ets reQUI'ar Links [0 Autumn Quiche Foodie General No Tags  2J EO[#/O%_ZFI“6 view;
readers know how much time to allow for pages o T — 2:1/1/;; =
reading. You can break up long subjects into o o T T TR D e

a series of posts.

Consider Post Frequency

Some bloggers post multiple times a day;
others post once a week. Your blog’s topic
and your time constraints may dictate how
often you can post, and that is fine. More is
not necessarily better, but predictable is
definitely better!
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Make Your Blog Stand 0ut Firsfox_File Edit View bistory Bookmarks Tools Window Help _ ‘Wed 1:25 AM
%)OD.W — *7C] Googe a (&) )

After you study other blogs in your subject
area, ask what will make your blog unique,

aside from its being written by you? If your m )
topic is broad — cars, perhaps — yours will
stand out better and be easier to plan if you
narrow the subject to, say, restoring Chevrolets

from the 1950s, or reviewing late-model,
two-seat sports cars.

Make Your Blog Accurate

Even if you are an authority in your subject
area, you need to check your facts and, where
possible, link to your sources. Yes, you can
find popular sites that use dubious
information, but if you want credibility with
most readers, you need to get your facts
straight. Include fact-checking as part of your
content plan.

Suit the Content to the Subject Firefox_File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Window Hel ‘Mon 12:14 PM
Q (@@

If your blog is about sculpture or carpentry or
any other highly visual subject, you need to
have pictures. Podcasts are desirable on an
interview blog. Make sure you have the
equipment you need for the media you plan to
use. If your blog is about grammar or creative
writing, you can probably skip buying a
top-flight digital camera.




Research Blog Titles

f you do not take care in naming your blog, you may find down the road that your choice does

not serve you well. It may duplicate the name of an existing blog, or you may decide you want to
get a domain name and find that a website with your blog’s domain name already exists. You also
want to avoid using a trademark as your blog title. Various strategies can help in your search for a
memorable title that reflects your blog’s content.

Blog Title versus Domain

Your blog title generally appears across the top @ O @ CSeeds of Italy BlogJust another WordPresy

of your blog’s front page. A domain name is

the part of a web address that includes .com, J f If@ Just another... -

.net, .info, or one of the other domain name
@) » | [chFtp://growitalian.nef ™

extensions. You can read about buying a
domain name in Chapters 2 and 3.

Corresponding Names

It is helpful for the blog title and domain
name to match, or at least to correspond, so
that people can find you more easily. If you
want to name your blog In My Opinion, it
would be wise to see whether a domain such
as inmyopinion.net or imo.com is available.

G e Janet Majure | writer & editor
@rifar & editor _

http:// janetmajure.com

Consider the Long Term

If you are going to keep your blog private or
are certain that you do not want to develop a
significant audience, the blog title makes no
difference. Most people start blogs, though,
because they want to be heard. If you are one
of those people, then consider the advice on
these pages.

10
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Brainstorm Names

Your blog topic is the place to start your search for
blog titles. Write as many words and phrases as you
can think of associated with your topic. If you have
a personal blog, you may simply want to use your
real name. But even your real name may not be as
unique as you think, so write down many options.
Narrow the options to a dozen or more and then
see whether another blog uses those names.

>

~4

Blog names

p Bob’s Golf Blog . Bob
L Bob’s Hole in owe

b Bivdie ama Bogie

p Bob'’s Bivdie and Bogie

Try for a Unique Name
Increase your odds of having a unique blog title by:
e Typing your proposed title into the Google blog

search engine at http://google.com/blogsearch
to find blogs that use your title in full or in part.

e Typing your proposed title in your browser’s
address box followed by wordpress.com. For

somethings cooking - ma.
the kitchen - seesmelltast
blogspot.
idreamoffood - beyondth
books - atastyidea - foodfo

example, you could type mythoughts.wordpress.com
to see if a WordPress.com blog by that name pops up.

e Typing the proposed title in the address box followed by blogspot.com, as in mythoughts.blogspot.com.

All the Good Names Are Taken!

So many sites are on the web these days that it
may seem that all the good names are taken, but
forge ahead. You can try alternate spellings,
whimsical expressions, or combinations of your
name and your interest. If you can make the title
memorable and easy to spell, all the better. You
also can try tools described in the following
section, “Research Domain Names,” to devise a
good blog title.

Avoid Duplication

If someone else has a website with your preferred
title, you can still use it, but it is a bad idea.
Besides the potential for legal conflict if someone
decides to trademark the title, the bigger issue is
that readers may get your blog and the other site
confused.

11




Research Domain Names

y researching domain names before you commit to a blog title, you can avoid the frustration of

being unable to match your domain to your title. A few websites provide good brainstorming
tools to help you. Most of these sites also link to pages where you can buy and register a domain,
and they can advise you whether the name of your choice is available for purchase. However, you do
not need to buy a domain name right away. Instead, you can use options described in Chapters 2

and 3.

Research Domain Names

o In your web browser, go to
www.dotomator.com.

e In the Beginnings box, type a few

words that describe your blog idea.

Note: This example uses healthy food.
9 Click the drop-down list % .
Q Choose a category of endings.

() Endings related to the category
appear.

() Suggested domain names appear.

@ If a results list does not appear,
click Combine.

o Click a name that interests you.

() The name appears under
Scratchboard.

0 Repeat Steps 2 to 5 until you
have several potential domain
names.

@ click Check.

12

- | oot af wek: asring EN-RIET
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Beginnings 4  Endings Camtany | Results: Seratchboard

Name Lists Name Lists 0 [[hess somimalitg | [ chece | Clear
huys

Want to help improve Dot-o-mator?

Take the survey!

& Firefox Flle Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Window  Help £ & 43 Wed 3:18 PM Janet Majure Q3=

ano Rot-s-matar: Damain % Canpany Name ldeas Generatar
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Name Lists Name Lists L-Check Avall Thece | [ Ciear
| ==ChooseCiear-- 3| s + M‘Mukuxm::m
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Or type some:
Tealthy

Want to help improve Dot-o-mater?
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( A separate window operated
by Dotster opens and
displays availability of
domains related to the names
you chose.

e Record the available names
you like for future reference.
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0 Type www.panabee.com in
the address bar.

The Panabee home page
opens.

@ Type two words related to
your blog topic in the search
box.

@ Click Search.

( Availability of a domain
combining your words
appears.

(@ A list of other suggestions
and their availability appears.

@ Record the names you like for
future reference.

| & wiw panabee.com/ name-genes

RBummer, healthyfood.com s taken,

S s

(/)

§1.99 Domains at Go Daddy
ale Fxtended for 2 Limited Time! Free Hosting wSite Builder & Mare.
Guladiycom

call a Mortgage
Specialist today and see how
much you'll save,

+ .75% Rate {3,18% APR)

BT
= Anply onfine in minutes

1 77 ACA ENED

"

If I see a name I really like on these sites,
should I go ahead and buy it?

You can, but in the long run you may be happier if
you buy your domain registration through the web
host you eventually choose. Doing so makes life
simpler and potentially could save you money. Also,
be assured that these sites do not have exclusive
rights to sell the names they suggest to you.

Are there other sites that help with researching
domain names?

The sites in this section are two of several such
sites. Another good one is www.bustaname.com.
Each of these sites has a slightly different approach
to name generation, which is why it is handy to try
more than one. Others include www.nameboy.com,
www.namestation.com, and http://impossibility.org.

13




Think Ahead about Passwords

aking a password plan now will make life easier as you go about setting up your WordPress site,

because chances are you are going to need multiple usernames and passwords before you are
done. You may use some all the time, such as your site’s logon information, but you may use others
less often. You, of course, are too smart to use the same password for all situations, right? If not,
plan to start using different ones now.

What Not To Do

Remember first what not to do: Do not use
easily guessed words such as your spouse’s or
child’s name, the word password, your license
plate number, widely used combinations (such
as qwerty or 123456), or any word in the
dictionary spelled forward or backward. Also,
do not put your password on a sticky note on
your computer, and do not use the same word
on multiple sites.

Choosing Passwords

Numerous strategies exist for choosing \’VY
passwords. The basic approach is to choose a @O\AV\
memorable phrase such as “My country tis of Y

thee,” use the first letters of the phrase’s (9\/\66
word — Mctot — and add numbers and &.\S /

special characters to get something like
*Mctot!1. The longer the password, the better.

Have four or five passwords ready before you
start your WordPress experience.

Saving Passwords

Experts agree that having your computer or
browser remember your password for you is
generally a bad idea because the bad guys are
good at cracking those bits of software. The
most secure plan is to remember your
passwords, but that is not possible for many
of us. Although there is some debate, the idea
of writing them down and putting the list in a
safe place is considered more secure than doing any of the items on the what-not-to-do list.

14
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hether you are setting up a WordPress blog or are using one set up by someone else, it is

helpful to understand that WordPress comes in multiple flavors. They range from the relatively
simple WordPress.com and basic WordPress.org installations to the enterprise-scale WordPress.com
VIP and WordPress.org MultiSite options. After a quick look at each, you can get more detail on
the focus of this book in the next two sections, “Look Closer at WordPress.org” and “Look Closer at
WordPress.com.” One nice feature is that you can choose one version and change to another later

with few problems.

WordPress.com

WordPress.com is for individuals and organizations
that like the WordPress ease of use and flexibility
but do not want to concern themselves with details
of hosting a website. If you skip some options, you
can operate a WordPress.com site for no money.

WordPress.org

WordPress.org offers the greatest degree of
flexibility and options for its users. It does,
however, require a willingness to be involved at
least on a low to moderate level with such website
details as arranging for hosting and keeping
software up to date.

com

OlQ

WordPress.com VIP

The WordPress.com VIP service is aimed at large-
scale websites, such as those of CNN and Dow
Jones. It is expensive and not the service for
beginners. This book does not cover operating a
WordPress.com VIP site.

WordPress.org MultiSite

As the name implies, WordPress.org MultiSite is
intended for running a network of websites. It uses
the same software that you use for running a basic
WordPress.org installation but is considerably more
complex to operate. If you work for a large
organization such as a public school system, your
school may be running a WordPress.org MultiSite
installation. This book does not cover installing and
operating such an installation. If you are a user at
such an organization, the information here for
WordPress.com users generally applies to you.

15



Look Closer at WordPress.org

WordPress.org lets you take advantage of open-source software, meaning you — or anyone —

can download it, use it, and change it, generally for free and with few restrictions. It has

been around since 2003 as a program for self-hosted blogs, and this book uses versions 3.3.1-

3.5. With WordPress.org you can customize all you want. Those customizations of everything from
appearance to function usually are simple to create or install. WordPress.org websites also are known
as self-hosted sites, because the trade-off is that you also have to take more responsibility for site
management.

Hostin
. g . . WORDPRESSORG Home | Showcase Extend About Docs Blog Forums Hosting
With a WordPress.org installation, you , :
‘WordPress is web software you can use to create a beautiful
n eed to ﬁ n d an d en gage a Web h OSt as Just write. website or blog. We like to say that WordPress is both free
and priceless at the same time.

well as a site name. If you plan a small Soelt o i, sl ot sron o
site with low traffic, you may be able to Readvtogetst

operate it on your Internet service

provider’s site for no additional cost. More
likely, you may seek out a host that caters
to small site operators or one that provides automatic installation of WordPress.org software.

Appearance

Your WordPress.org site can look just about any way you want it to
look. You can choose among some 1,600-plus themes that meet
WordPress.org requirements — and many of them provide for
further customizations. Most are free. Commercial sites that require
a fee and often provide more support also are available.

Plugins

Plugins are program-like extensions that work
with WordPress to add functionality. You can
have as many as you want on your self-hosted
WordPress blog. Plugins, which are discussed in
many places in this book, let you add
innumerable functions, such as providing
translation of your website, improving security,
or linking to Facebook. Plugins let you make your site your own.
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Advertising

With a self-hosted WordPress blog, you can publish
zero to endless amounts of advertising. It is up

to you. You can try the full range of Internet
advertising media, from links that pay commissions
when people purchase a product to pay-per-click
ads, such as those provided by Google.

n
Y,

Business

You can use your self-hosted WordPress website

to sell your own products or services without
restriction, other than restrictions in law or in your
web host’s rules. Sell real estate, hand-made
candies, computer advice, or whatever your
business has to offer, and you will not have an
issue with WordPress.org.

Di’s Desserts
At Di’s Desserts, we source the ﬁnest
organic ingredients, then make each
dessert with homemade care and pride.
See our gallery of cakes for your next

specia[ occasion.

Cost

You pay nothing for your WordPress.org operating
software. For a self-hosted site, you most likely will
need to pay for a web hosting, which can run as
low as $3.50 a month. Sometimes, your web host
will provide one free domain registration when you
sign up for hosting. If not, you may pay from a few
dollars and up to buy a domain.

Web Hosting 3.50

Support

In the spirit of WordPress’s open-source
development, support likewise is free and open
source. That is to say, WordPress.org does not have
staff to answer your questions. Many, if not most,
answers can be found either in the WordPress.org
support pages, called the Codex, or in the
WordPress.org forums.

WORDPRESS.ORG

Codex

17




Look Closer at WordPress.com

With WordPress.com as your blog host, you can start blogging within minutes. The user interface
is simple and similar to that of self-hosted WordPress.org blogs, but WordPress.com handles
updates and maintenance and has staff to answer questions. WordPress.com developed as the
hosting business of the people who started WordPress.org. The trade-off of giving WordPress.com
the management duties, however, is that is has limitations that may or may not work for you. Also,
although the hosting is free, you may choose options that do cost money.

Appearance

WordPress.com offers about 220 themes,
and they are good ones. About 20 @WDRDPRESS‘CDM

percent of them are premium themes,
meaning you must pay for them. If you
want to customize your theme by editing
the Cascading Style Sheets, or CSS, you

must pay an annual fee. With a self- —l_h e I I | e S Find a Theme
hosted WordPress blog, you can choose

among countless free themes or
purchased themes, or create your own.

Widgets
Although WordPress.com, Wldgets

unlike self-hosted
installations, does not Available Widgets v

lei you ot pluQmS' s Drag widgets from here to a sidebar on the right to activate them. Drag widgets back

has many more widgets here to deactivate them and delete their settings.
than self-hosted blogs.

A widget allows you to

arrange sidebar

information without writing code. The additional widgets at WordPress.com provide the same functions as
similar plugins. The downside is that you have fewer options and that the widget panel can get a little
cluttered.
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Ads

At WordPress.com, the blog host itself POST NO BILLS!‘
ﬁ:](l::\:;onally posts afisdofn yo:[ blog, NO-Ad

you pay a no-ad fee. Also,
WordPress.com does not allow most types ’_‘) 5| Zone
of ads, including Google AdSense, and only
allows affiliate ads — those that pay you
a commission when someone buys by way
of a link on your site — under special circumstances. WordPress.com offers WordAds to allow some, but not
all, bloggers to make money on their WordPress.com sites.

Cost

It costs nothing to publish your blog at
WordPress.com. You may, however, decide to pay
fees for a variety of options. Among them are
options to eliminate their ads, buy a domain
name, and edit the Cascading Style Sheets, or
CSS, which set such styles as color and type face
for your site’s appearance. You also can pay to
post videos — a cost absent from independent
blogs — although you still can embed videos
from sites such as YouTube.

Key Differences: Support @ wornrassscuc I

WordPress.com has a clearly written support section, redesigned
in 2011, plus forums and a contact form for support. The
support documentation for WordPress.org blogs is the Codex.
Written by WordPress volunteers, its quality gets better all the
time, but it is inconsistent. At WordPress.org, no support
contact exists except for the forums, but they are excellent.

Support
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Sign Up at Gravatar.com

y signing up at Gravatar.com, you create a profile that promotes your online identity. Gravatar is

a globally recognized avatar, which is an image that you associate with your e-mail address and
that appears when you write a blog post or comment on someone else’s blog. You can use a personal
photo, your business or site logo, or some other image that you want associated with you or your
brand. Although you are not required to have a Gravatar, it adds to the personal touch that makes
WordPress popular.

Sign Up at Gravatar.com

o In your browser, go to
http://en.gravatar.com.

& Gravatar - Globally Recognized Avatars

Note: You can type http:// A Globally Recognized Avatar Logie
gravatar.com, and the browser Ty

'our Lyravatar Is an image &t TolowWs you from
may take you to an address that ita o site appearing beside your name when you

comment or post on a blog. Avatars

presents the site in your

language, such as http://es.
gravatar.com, the Spanish- Lt
language version of the site.

your posts on blogs and web forums,

o Type your e-mail address.

FOR SITE OWNERS

e Click Get Your Gravatar. Seting up Gravetars on your st s
wasy; you don't even need an account!
Q -] Plugins are avaiable for leading blog
" ° software and content management
‘\,_ = ° systems, end our tutorals will have you
— running Gravaters in na time.
B . © : L
\ Example Plugins and Code — :
rvaar.com| TGSl 153 1b 9857 447 55004 THeas0 >

A confirmation screen . i
appears. Confirmation email sent!

We've sent an email to tywwp3@zoho.com.

In the email you'll find & link that when clicked on will bring you back to the site so you can set your password and start
using Gravatar.

If for some reason you do not receive the activation email, contact us and we'll do our best to get you back on track.

PLEASE check your junk/spam folder before contacting us, as it Is very common to have email delivery problems
because of automated filters.
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B Fotders *m ¥ Fom Subjost §Dae -~ o

o In yOUI’ e_ma]l 1nb0x, Open Ik 1 oG % Gravatar Weicame to Gravatar - Welkcoma to Gravatar! To activale your acco... 1288, %

the message from Gravatar. prafts 65 7 welcome@zohoc... Weiconflo Zoho Mail - ieicome o The Zono Famiy Tranksfor . 1237 . %

o Click the activation link. o
Trash =

=

= Labeis * | Reply Replydl Forward v Editasnew | Addio v Lt
= Views
\nresd |3 o T Gravatar o yvwpd madER
Al messages
Flegged

Wedcome to Gravatar!
To acsivate your account, simply dick on the link below of paste into the url field on your favarie browser:

hittp-fian gravatar yvwpddlzobs comici0Bea S50

The activation ink wil only be good for 2 weaks, after that you will have to try again from the beginning. When you visit the above
page, you'l be able to set your password and create as many gravatars as you like, all for freal

If yau have any questicns about the systam, feel free to contact us anylime at supporigmEyalarcom.

The Gravatar Team,
An Automattic joint.

G Type a username. Finish creating your account by choosing your

o Type a password. ﬂnlShing touches!
Choose your Gravatar username, using anly lowercase leters and numbers. This will be used in your proflle page
e Retype the paSSWO I’d. address, 5o choase samething ether folks might reconnize you as. As an acded bonus yeu will be able ta log inta
WordPress.com using this usermamel Firally choose a presward, and once we make sure that your username is available
o Cth the ChECk bOX ( O changes for use you'll be all sau:;u;;m:m:amupm and numbers, ne spaces or punctuation
Emal: p3gzoho.com
to @) to agree to the terms of _ 0
Usernama: Fttarstrength check

service and privacy policy.

€D Click Signup. S —7)
Pesgword (againl:  swesess 0
&M I have read and egree Lo Gravaar's tems of servics and arivacy sclicy.

The Gravatar home page
appears in your browser.

() The presence of the My
Your Gravatar is an image that follows you from
ACCO u nt b Utto ns h ows yo u site to site appearing beside your name when you

are Sig ned 'i n to th e Site. do things llke comment or post on a blog. Avatars

help identify your posts on blogs and web forums,
sa why not on any site?

A Globally Recognized Avatar A My Account =

I am signed up, but how do I add an image with my membership? Manage My Grave
You can add an image or images by clicking My Account and then selecting Manage | cyi wy profic
My Gravatars from the pop-up menu. A new window appears with a link that says
Add one by clicking here! When you click that link, Gravatar takes you step by step
through the uploading process. Other items on the account menu let you add profile
information for public view, such as favorite links or a brief bio about yourself.

View My Profile

Add an Email Address
Add an Image
Change Password

Log Out
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