An Introduction to Flowering Plants:
Monocots and Eudicots

There is no doubt about it that plants are main producers of ecosystem and important
in every aspect of our daily lives. Many products which are used in food, nutraceutical,
pharmaceutical, textile, cosmetics, perfumery, coffee, tea and beverage industries are in
fact derived from plants. They are biosynthesized in different parts of plants and are
known as natural products or secondary metabolites. Many of these compounds are
defensive in nature which are produced during primary metabolic activities in plants.
Many pigments in flowering plants are also secondary metabolites which are crucial for
their pollination. Secondary metabolites include alkaloids, flavonoids, betalains, glyco-
sides, tannins, terpenoids and saponins. They will be introduced in the next chapter.

This book deals with flowering plants, that is, angiosperms as they make one of the
abundant group of plants of economic importance. However, before discussing major
products of angiosperms, their biosynthesis and applications, it is important to discuss
what are angiosperms? How did they evolve? What is their body organization and what
kind of cells they have? So in the next section, a brief introduction of angiosperms and
their classification is discussed.

1.1 AnIntroduction to Major Group of Angiosperms:
Monocots, Eudicots and Basal Angiosperms

All plants are considered to be a group of related organisms which are capable to
synthesize their own sugars during photosynthesis, possess the cell wall, and generally
with the differentiation of their bodies in roots, stems, leaves, flowers or flower- like
structures. But recent trends in molecular phylogenetics have shown that they are not
as much closely related as thought before. In fact, plants can be best described as ‘a
group of different organisms which evolved independently during course of evolution
and share similar characteristics like ability to synthesize their own food within their
chloroplasts, have chlorophyll  as a necessary photosynthetic pigment and possess the
cell wall which largely comprises of cellulose’ Their body is differentiated in vegetative
and reproductive organs (spore or seed-producing structures) and are therefore
classified in one kingdom plantae. Division within kingdom plantae is based either on
the presence or absence of vascular tissues (xylem and phloem) or spore-producing
structures. Bryophytes like liverworts, hornworts and mosses are non-vascular spore
producing plants while pteridophytes are vascular plants which produce spore, for
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example, ferns, horsetails and clubmossses. Other two major groups are seed-producing
plants, that is, gymmnosperms which produce seeds which are not enclosed within their
ovaries, and angiosperms or flowering plants, in which seeds develop within carpels and
are covered by ovary wall.

Angiosperms also known as flowering plants are the largest monophyletic group of
seed producing plants which have evolved many efficient ways of survival over the
period of time. They are unique from other group of plants due to the development of
endosperm (nutritive tissue around embryo within seeds), flowers with carpels and
stamens having two pairs of pollen sacs and phloem for transportation of sugars. Their
fossils are over 135 million years old. Angiosperms are considered to be close relatives
of living gymnosperms but some recent evidence suggested that seed ferns represent
sister group to angiosperms. They are relatively evolved group of plants as compared
with gymnosperms as they possess several mechanisms which ensure successful asexual
and sexual reproduction, one of the main reason which makes them one of the abun-
dant group of seed plants.

Although monocots (angiosperms with one cotyledons) and dicots (angiosperms with
two cotyledons) are referred as two main groups of angiosperms but modern classifica-
tion which is based on molecular evidences have characterized angiosperms as core and
basal angiosperms according to their monophyletic origin (descendants of common
ancestors) and facts provided by molecular data including studies from DNA sequences
from chloroplasts gene rbcL. Therefore, modern system of plant taxonomy, that is,
Angiosperms Phylogeny Group (APG) system is a molecular-based systematics which
retains order and families of Linnean systems and includes groups which are monophy-
letic. APG I was published in 1998 which was followed by APG II in 2003 (Chase et al.,
2003) and APG III in 2009 (Bremer et al., 2009) and then APG IV in 2016. However,
further development in molecular techniques, advancement in techniques related to
metabolomics and proteomics is exploring the molecular phylogenetics which will form
foundation of evidence-based classification of flowering plants.

Evolutionary evidences suggest that basal angiosperms which are characterized by
absence of xylem vessels are primitive, however, some recent phylogenetic analysis
reported that Amborella trichopoda is sister to all extant angiosperms and is at the base
of angiosperms phylogenetic tree. They are composed of only few species which include
many aquatic plants like water lilies (Figure 1.1), Amborella and star anise. Core angio-
sperms are represented by monocots and core eudicots. They include three major groups
including monocots, eudicots and magnoliids, and the latter group was once considered
to be dicots but now it is placed in a separate group. Important magnoliids include plants
like avocado, black pepper, magnolia, nut-meg, bay leaf, tuliptree or yellow poplar.

Eudicots also known as true dicots, composed of more than 75% of angiosperms and
are characterized by their monophyletic origin and presence of tricolpate pollens
(having three apertures). This group of angiosperms represents abundant clade of
angiosperms. Figure 1.2 shows a cladogram of flowering plants based on information
from APG I, II and III. A cladogram represents an evolutionary diagram which is used
to explain evolutionary relationships within a group of related organisms which share
common ancestors. Orders of basal angiosperms (Amborellales, Nymphaeales and
Austrobaileyales) represent primitive groups whereas core eudicots are represented as
advanced or modern group of flowering plants. Magnoliids like Laureales, Magnoliales,
Canellales and Piperales are evolved with monocots. Eudicots represent abundant
group of flowering plants, among which core eudicots include two highly evolved and
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Figure 1.1 (a-b) Basal
angiosperms, (a) Nymphaea
alba from family
Nymphaeaceae, (b) Magnolia
sp. is another basal
angiosperm which belongs to
family Magnoliaceae.

diverse clades which evolved separately are asterids (lamiids and campanulids) and
rosids (fabids and malvids) (based on APG III) which are classified on the basis of their
tendency to produce fused or free petals (Figures 1.3 and 1.4). Evolutionary traits, apo-
morphies, which are important in classification are represented where the origin of a
clade takes place. Eudicots represent group of many economically important plants like
members of family Apiaceae, Asteraceae, Brassicaceae, Cucurbitaceae, Fabaceae,
Malvaceae, Rosaceae and Solanaceae.

Other main group of flowering plants, that is, monocots represent one of the highly
evolved clade with monophyletic origin (Figure 1.5). They are characterized by presence
of only one cotyledon, non-woody stem, fibrous roots, long and slender leaves with par-
allel venation and scattered vascular bundles. They produce inconspicuous, mostly non-
fragrant flowers with floral parts in multiple of three often which are arranged to form a
spikelet in case of grasses. Table 1.1 shows comparison of monocots and eudicots.
Commelinid clade represents most derived group of angiosperms which includes many
plants from Arecales, Commelinales, Poales and Zingiberales. Monocots include palms,
orchids and grasses which evolved about 60 millions years ago and are composed of
almost 10,000 species. Fossils of palms and members from arum family are the oldest
known monocots which are reported to found in rocks almost 100 millions years old.
Monocots include many economically important plants which make our staple food like
all cereals and grasses are monocots. They are important source of biofuel and bioenergy.
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Figure 1.3 (a-e) Rosids (fabids and malvids) are characterized by the presence of free petals

(a) Quisqualis indica, (b) Chamelaucium uncinatum, (c) Millettia peguensis is an economically important
plant with insecticidal properties and antiviral activities, (d) Tropaleum majus is an ornamental
member of family Tropaeolaceae, and (e) Rosa sp. which belongs to Rosaceae is one of the popular
ornamental and medicinal shrub.

Before describing the functional products of angiosperms, their biosynthesis and
industrial uses, it is important to revise and update knowledge about angiosperms cell.
So the following section will be dealing with the structure of an angiosperm cell along
with some updates.

1.2 Plant Cell: Revisions and Few Updates

All plant cells are surrounded by the cell wall which not only protects them but also
gives them definite shape. A lipoprotein bilayer, that is, plasma membrane is present
next to the cell wall and regulates the movement of molecules in and out of plant cells.
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Figure 1.4 (a-d) Asterids (lamiids and campanulids) are core eudicots which are differentiated from
other eudicots due to the presence of fused petals (a) Petunia hybrid, (b) Daisy, (c) Lycopersicon
esculentum, (d) Duranta erecta.

Figure 1.5 (a-e) Monocots are composed of many economically important plants: (a) Wheat (Triticum
aestivum) is a major cereal, bioenergy crop and a staple food worldwide.
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(b)

Figure 1.5 (Cont'd) (b) Arum lily (Zentedeschia aethiopica) showing spadix (in yellow) and spathe,
(c) Epipremnum aureum is a popular house plant which removes many indoor pollutants, such as
formaldehyde, xylene and benzene, (d) Bambusa sp., (€) Canna indica also known as canna lily is
used in constructed wetland for the removal of organic pollutants and heavy metals.

Plasma membrane encloses many membrane-bound structures, that is, organelles which
are present within a fluid cytosol which is the site for main metabolic activities of cell.
Main organelles which are part of almost every plant cell include nucleus, mitochondria,
plastids, vacuoles, endoplasmic reticulum, Golgi apparatus and ribosomes. However, in
addition to this, plant cell may also contain microbodies, tannosomes, anthocyanoplasts
and oil bodies depending upon their physiological role (Figure 1.6).

1.2.1 A Cellulosic Cell Wall is Crucial for all Plant Cells

Angiosperms show diversity in chemical composition of their cell wall which is the
outermost covering of every plant cell whether it is a cell of root, leaf, stem, flower, fruit
or seed. Each cell of these organs possess their own cell wall which gives them rigidity,
support and a definite shape along with cytoskeleton which is composed of a network of
microtubules and actin filaments. Cytoskeleton is involved in orientation of cellulose
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Table 1.1 A comparison of two major group of core angiosperms.

Characteristics  Monocots Eudicots
Root Fibrous, vascular bundles are Taproot, xylem in centre
collateral
Stem Soft, herbaceous with scattered Soft in non-woody herbs or woody but
vascular bundles vascular bundles are compactly arranged
Wheat (Triticum aestivum) Coriander (Coriandrum sativum)
i ﬁ
Leaf Reticulate venation
Flower Ear of wheat Umbel inflorescence of coriander
Fruit Wheat hull or husk Coriander fruit
Seed
Pollination Mostly wind pollinated Pollination through insects and animals
Pollen grains Monocolpate Tricolpate
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microfibrils and organizes the plane of cell division. Cellulose exists in the form of
crystals in the cell wall and forms microfibrils which are embedded within the cell wall.
The cell wall is also crucial for cell growth and development. Structural and chemical
differences in the cell wall may exist within a tissue or and even within a cell. The cell
wall of roots epidermal cells may be different from the cell wall of epidermal cell of
stem, leaf or flower depending upon its physiological role.

Primary cell wall is characteristic of all plants cells and is composed largely of cellu-
lose microfibrils which are embedded in a matrix of pectin and cross-linking glycans.
The matrix of the cell wall is laid down in cell plate followed by synthesis of cellulose
microfibrils after the plate has reached the side of cells. However, secondary cell wall is
characteristic of xylem tracheary elements and fibers and involves deposition of lignin,
a phenolic compound.

Primary cell wall is composed of almost 35% of cellulose, 35% pectin and 25% hemi-
celluloses compounds. Cellulose is the main carbohydrate of cell wall which exists as
unbranched polymer of D-glucose molecules connected by 3-1,4 glycosidic linkage.
Major hemicelluloses (branched polymer) of the cell wall are xylans, glucomannans,
xyloglucans and 3-D-glucans. The protein part of the cell wall includes cyclins and
expansins which are important for growth and development of the cell wall.

Pectin compounds are important constituents of the cell wall which are present in
middle lamella which is the outer cementing layer of the cell wall. Galactouronic acids
connected by a-1,4-D are basic units of pectins. Incorporation of methyl groups to
carboxylic groups of these units make them esterified. Their linkage with Ca** and
Mg"" makes pectic compounds insoluble, thus, limiting cell wall application in food
industry. Pectic compounds like galactouronic acids, rhamnogalactouronins (RGI and
II) prevent the cell wall from dehydrating, give them shape and cause expansion.
However, RGII in primary cell walls exists in form of dimer cross-linked with borate.
This dimer provides enough support to the cell wall for its growth.

Secondary cell wall is different from primary cell wall in having more cellulose and
due to the presence of lignin. Both are attached with each other by means of covalent
bonding. In addition, secondary cell wall is composed of hemicellulose and lignin which
is deposited between plasma membrane and primary wall and prevents enlargement of
the cell. Precursors of secondary wall synthesis like monolignols are secreted into the
cell wall space and become randomly cross-linked depending upon reactive oxygen spe-
cies, generated by laccases and peroxidases which makes the cell wall resistant against
pathogens and also gives structural support to the cell wall. Some alcohols like coniferyl,
caumaryl and sinaply groups are also part of secondary cell wall along with deposition
of lignin.

Monocots are different from eudicots in many ways. Some differences also exist in the
cell wall, that is, presence of different polymers type and their abundance in the cell
wall, presence of SiO, forming phytoliths, especially cell walls of commeliinids includ-
ing grasses contain relatively small amount of pectin and structural proteins. The cell
walls of monocots are composed of upto 30% cellulose, 25% hemicelluloses, 30% pectin
and up to 10% glycoproteins with an increased amount of ferulate in plants like wheat,
maize, rice and sugarcane which are linked with glucurunoarabinoxylans (GAX)
(Molinari et al., 2013). Furthermore, a unique feature of the cell walls of grasses includes
accumulation of B-glucan in addition to GAX during their elongation.
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Presence of gelatin-like properties of the cell wall which is due to O-acetylated of the
cell wall polymers, increases its applications in food industry. However, their presence
also limits their use in biofuel technology and modern research is focusing on reduction
of O-acetylation of plants’ cell wall (Gille & Pauley, 2012). In the cell walls of dicots, only
side chains of galactosyl-residue in xyloglucans are O-acetylated, however, in mono-
cots-like grasses glucosly-residues of xyloglucans are O-acetylated.

Recent emerging trends in cell wall technology include determination, modification
and isolation of cell wall polymers for use in biomaterial, pharmaceutical and food
industries through techniques like NMR and mass spectrometry. Orientation of
cellulose fiber in the cell wall can be determined through Raman micro spectroscopic
methods in herbaceous plants (Sun et al., 2016). Recently, cotton fibre is considered to
be a single-cell model for cell wall and cellulose research.

The cell wall not only provides protection to the cell but also provides passages for the
entry and exit of molecules in the form of pores, known as plasmodesmata which are
extensions of smooth endoplasmic reticulum and regulate transport of molecules
within range of 900 daltons. A typical plant cell may have more than 10,000 plasmodes-
mata on all sides of the cell wall, the exception being the outer side of epidermal cells.

Plasmodesmata provide connections among cells for the transport of molecules,
however, transport through plasmodesmata is not specific like cell membrane. There
may be up to 1,000 to 10,000 or even more number of plasmodesmata present within a
single plant cell. Plasmodesmata are of two kinds, primary and secondary. Primary
plasmodesmata are formed during cell division. They are extensions of smooth endo-
plasmic reticulum in the form of tube, that is, desmotubules which are lined with plasma
membrane through filamentous proteins (Figure 1.7). Secondary plasmodesmata are
branched which develop during cell expansion. Plasmodesmata play important role
during floral development and also involved in intercellular signaling especially in ovules.

1.2.2 Plant Plasma Membrane Allows Molecules to Enter Only Through Their
Respective Channels

Plasma membrane is the lipid and protein part of a plant cell next to the cell wall which
regulates the transport of molecules. The lipid part of membrane makes a bilayer of
phospholipids which provides a barrier for transport of molecules due to its hydropho-
bicity. Significance of bilayer is to give support to many protein channels which are
embedded within plasma membrane, and also for better trapping of molecules inside
the cytosol. Non-lipid part of plasma membrane is composed of proteins which makes
up to 75% of membrane and allows transport of molecules which cannot simply cross
the membrane through diffusion. They include polar and large molecules like sugars or
charged molecules like amino acids, nitrates, sodium, potassium, calcium, and so on.
Concept of plasma membrane is just like a room, whereas proteins make the gates,
where molecules will cross their respective gates or channels (Figure 1.8). Plasma mem-
brane also regulates the movement of water molecules through aquaporins channels.
Water molecules pass in a single row through this pore.

Although plasma membrane is the main membrane of cell, but organelles like
mitochondria, chloroplasts, nucleus, vacuoles also have their own lipids bilayers which
perform role of plasma membrane. Plant membranes also are composed of several
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Figure 1.7 (a-d) (a) Plasmodesmata are extensions of smooth endoplasmic reticulum (SER) and main
connections within the cell wall which allow transfer of water and other molecules from one cell to
other, (b) Detailed structure of plasmodesmata showing desmotubule which extends from one cell to
next through smooth ER, (c) Cross section of a desmotubule, (d) A view of plasmodesmata view

within plant cell.
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Plasma membrane

Protein channels on
plasma membrane

. Plasmodesmata
(top view)

Apoplast Cell wall

Figure 1.8 Plasma membrane of plant cells is enclosed in the cell wall which surrounds it from all
sides (top view). Round circles on plasma membrane represent proteins which provide passage for
regulation through plasma membrane. Gaps in the cell wall indicate plasmodesmata.

sterols, for example, sitosterols, stigmasterol being the most abundant one. However,
membrane sterol composition is dependent upon ecophysiological conditions involved
in growth and development.

1.2.3 Mitochondria Convert Energy of Glucose in ATP and in Reducing Powers

Mitochondria are the site of cellular respiration and synthesize energy in the form of
ATP for various metabolic needs of cells. Mitochondria multiply by division and are
maternally inherited.

Mitochondria have two membranes, outer and inner which are made up of phospho-
lipid bilayers. However, outer membrane of mitochondria comprises mostly lipids,
whereas the inner membrane contains almost equal amount of lipids as well as proteins.
The inner membrane is folded to increase surface area for metabolic processes like the
electron transport chain and these invaginations are known as cristae. Outer membrane
of mitochondria have proteins, that is, porins through which they communicate with
the cytosol of cell and allow transfer of molecule upto 10KD, such as glucose and many
ions. However, inner membrane is more permeable to molecules like CO,, H,O having
pores for transport of molecules like ATP, ADP and pyruvate. Many proteins which are
required for metabolic activities of mitochondria are carried through binding with
receptor in an energy-dependent transport.

Space between two membranes is inter membrane space and fluid part of mitochon-
drion within cristae is known as mitochondrial matrix which is site of many processes
that are crucial for providing energy to the cell. Products from glucose breakdown are
transported to mitochondria for further breakdown in order to release energy.

Mitochondria have their own DNA which is present in from of loops similar to
bacterial DNA. It is present in multiple copies in matrix along with ribosomes. However,
mitochondrial genome encodes only a few proteins, most of them are encoded in the
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nucleus. Mitochondrial genome of plants is larger in plants as compared with humans,
and its size varies among different plants as in Arabidopsis it is 20 times larger, whereas
in melon it is 140 times higher than in humans.

Mitochondria synthesize energy in the form of ATP (adenosine triphosphate), there-
fore, protein channels in membranes allow for transfer of ADP (adenosine diphosphate),
Piand ATP (also known as ATP and ADP translocators). ATP formation is immediately
followed by its export through translocators to other organelles or cytosol of cell
wherever energy is required within cell. ATP and ADP transport is important for cell as
many processes, such as DNA replication, transcription, formation of larger molecules,
translation, secondary metabolite formation and cell division are all dependent upon
the availability of ATP. Therefore, mitochondria also accumulate near the site where
energy demand is high in germinating pollen grain.

Mitochondria also play role in cell adaptation to abiotic stress and regulate metabo-
lism of proteins which regulate homeostasis and are involved in programmed cell death.
They are also source of providing energy to rapidly growing pollen tube cells.

1.2.4 Plant Vacuoles Store Water, Pigments and Compounds
of Defensive Nature

Vacuole of plant cells serve as lytic and storage compartment, which maintains turgor
and homeostasis under stress conditions. Storage vacuoles store water, pigments,
nutrients, crystals, starch, protein bodies for the plant cell and also involved in growth
of cell and also help in signaling. Molecules like calcium, sodium, potassium, magne-
sium, chloride, nitrate and water are stored in vacuoles and help increase in height and
surface area. Calcium and potassium are required for many processes within plant cells,
therefore, vacuoles serve to store them and facilitate their transport within the cell.
Vacuoles have many enzymes which convert toxic products into non-toxic forms.
Therefore, they also detoxify harmful products like xenobiotics, as revealed by experi-
mental techniques involving isolation of vacuoles and through replacement of vacuolar
content and mutants of vacuoles.

Just like membranes of many other organelles, vacuolar membrane or tonoplast is also
a lipid bilayer with protein transporters. Vacuoles of floral cells occupy more parts of cell
as they store pigments for pollination. They also modulate turgor during growth.
Vacuoles also digest old organelles due to hydrolytic enzymes which are no longer
required by cells and are therefore known as lytic vacuoles. Mitochondria are transferred
to vacuoles by endocytosis.

Aquaporins were first discovered in the vacuolar membrane of seeds so named r-TIP
(tonoplast intrinsic proteins). Vacuoles of many pollens are elongated and tubular in
shape. In the petals of many flowers, sometimes vacuoles of neighbouring cells store
different shades of pigments within the same petal, which differentiates it from the rest
of petal, thus making contrasting patterns known as a nectar guide which serve as a
guide for pollinators.

Vacuolar pH is important factor in determining the color of flowers as an increase in
pH may give the blue shade in morning glory (Yagamuchi et al., 2001). This increase in
pH is due to an active transport of Na*/K" from cytosol into the vacuole with the help of
Na'/K* pump. Vacuoles of epidermal cells store pigments like anthocyanin which pro-
tect them against UV radiations. Tonoplast of vacuoles storing anthocyanins pigments
require transporters like ATP binding cassettes (ABC). Vacuoles, like protein-storing
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vacuoles, transfer nutrients to germinating seeds and main source of storing nutrients
like Ca, Fe, Mg, P and Zn, thereby serving important role in nutrition. Vacuoles of all
plants are composed of H + -ATPase, V-PPase and TIP, such as aquaporins which may
differ in their role depending upon their location.

Plants vacuoles are also the site for storage of industrially important products like
alkaloids and anthocyanins which are widely used in textile and food industries and are
reported to have anti-cancerous properties. Anthocyanins are known to accumulate in
pigmented structures within vacuoles known as anthocyanoplasts in plants like red
cabbage, which may also contain enzymes for anthocyanins biosynthesis.

Channels like H'-antiports, electrogenic uniport ion and ABC transporters facilitate
transfer and accumulation of secondary metabolites in vacuoles. Two proton pumps on
vacuolar membrane, that is, V-ATPases and V-PPases develop gradient across tono-
plast membrane. Vacuoles are crucial for storage of plants’ defensive compounds in
order to prevent toxicity to the rest of the cell. They are also important for synthesis of
saponarin which is inhibited without vacuoles (Marinova et al., 2007). New technolo-
gists have developed to express economically important proteins in plants which
accumulate in vacuoles and can further be used for cultivation of plants so large num-
ber of proteins can be produced at low costs.

1.2.5 Golgi Apparatus

It is involved in the modification of carbohydrates and proteins, and also transports
them within the cell wherever they are needed in the form of vesicles. Golgi apparatus
also modifies many proteins which are involved in pollination and fertilization pro-
cesses within different floral cells. Within a plant cell, it constitutes a system of stacks of
thin vesicles that are held together either in a flat or in a curved array. Individual stacks
of cisternae that are filled with fluid with modification are present almost all over the
cytosol within plant cell.

Golgi complex coordinates with endoplasmic reticulum, and form vesicles, that fuse
and form a wider thin vesicle cisternae. Vesicles formed by smooth ER form cisterna on
cis face of Golgi apparatus, however, at the trans face, vesicles are released or carried to
their destination. These vesicles may move to plasma membrane and discharge their
contents. Golgi bodies are also involved in forming cell wall machinery through the
same process.

1.2.6 Nucleus Encodes Genes Required for Enzymes Forming Products
of Commercial Applications

Nucleus is an important organelle due to the presence of nucleic acids DNA (deoxyribo-
nucleic acid) and RNA (ribonucleic acid). DNA is main heredity material which is
present on genes present on chromosomes which are thread-like structures. RNA
synthesizes proteins for plants growth and metabolism through a process which we call
gene expression.

All cells of plants possess their own nuclei. However, sieve cells of phloem loss their
nuclei upon maturity and they are assisted by companion cells. Nucleus communicates
with other organelles and cytosol by means of pores within nuclear membrane. Nuclear
envelope is similar to plasma membrane and comprise of phospholipids as dominating
lipids. Proteins which are part of nuclear membrane, facilitate transport of molecules
and allow mRNA to leave the nucleus through nuclear pore. They also provide passage
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for transport of molecules like ATP from mitochondria within the nucleus to energize
energy-dependent reactions like DNA and RNA synthesis. Nucleotides which are build-
ing blocks of DNA and made up of repeating units of sugar, phosphoric acid and nitrog-
enous bases that are synthesized within the cytosol of the cell. Four nitrogenous bases,
adenine (A), guanine (G), cytosine (C) and thymine (T) exist in a pair attached by means
of hydrogen bonds. Adenine and guanine form double hydrogen bonds within the cen-
tre of double helical structure. However, guanine and thymine are attached by means of
three hydrogen bonds. In RNA, instead of thymine, uracil is present. Nucleus encodes
genes for formation of enzymes which are involved in pathways which leads to the for-
mation of products of industrial importance.

1.2.7 Plastids are Sites of Sugar and Fragrance Formation

Plastids are double membrane organelles derived from proplastids, which are undif-
ferentiated plastids in meristematic cells of root and stem. Detailed sequence analysis of
genes have revealed that all plastids are evolved from a single ancestral source and
thought to be originated by the engulfing of a photosynthetic organism by a non-
photosynthetic organism. Like mitochondria, they multiply by division and have mater-
nal inheritance. Plastids possess their own circular genome known as ctDNA (circular
DNA) or ptDNA (plastid DNA) which is 120-160kbp in size and makes up to 0.1% of the
size of a nuclear genome. Many enzymes like DNA polymerase, helicase and primase
have been purified from them. Angiosperms plastids possess both plastid-encoded and
nuclear-encoded RNA polymerases (Sato et al., 2003). During cell differentiation, they
either differentiate into chloroplasts, chromoplasts or leucoplasts. Leucoplasts are
colorless organelles which synthesize lipids and store starch in roots, tubers or seeds.

Chloroplasts arise from differentiation of proplastids. They possess their own circu-
lar chromosome and enzymes for gene duplication, gene expression and protein syn-
thesis, however, majority of proteins are encoded in nucleus and later transported to
chloroplasts. Chloroplasts are known to be evolved from cyanobacteria because their
genome is similar to prokaryotic genome.

Chloroplasts are one of the most abundant plastids which are present in leaves of
green plants. Their presence in any organ of plant is indicative of their role in formation
of sugar through photosynthesis. They contain a lipid bilayer similar to other mem-
branes, however, glycolipids are more common in a chloroplast membrane. Chloroplast
lipids like monogalactosyl diacylgylcerols (MGDG) are in fact one of the most abundant
lipids on our planet. The membrane of chloroplast is composed of pores which facilitate
exchange of molecules and allow them to communicate with the cytosol of cell. Porins
in outer membrane of chloroplasts are non-specific and allow transfer of molecule upto
3nm in size. However, the inner membrane is composed of specific protein transloca-
tors which allow transfer of molecules between the cytosol and stroma.

Pigments which are involved in photosynthesis, that is, antenna pigments which
are embedded in the lipid membranes of thylakoids which are disc shaped structures.
A pile of thylakoids make grana which are interconnected through lamellae within
chloroplasts. All angiosperms possess chlorophyll a as necessary pigments which
are crucial for light reactions, however, other pigments, that is, chlorophyll ‘b;
carotenes and luteins, are also present on thylakoid membranes and transfer energy of



An Introduction to Flowering Plants: Monocots and Eudicots

sunlight to chlorophyll a. Fluid of chloroplast is known as stroma which contains
starch grains, free ribosomes and enzymes for formation of carbohydrates during the
Calvin cycle. Energy molecules like ATP and NADPH are synthesized through a series
of photochemical reactions on thylakoids which diffuse in the stroma to provide energy
for sugar synthesis. ATP and ADP translocators are present in the inner membrane
of the chloroplast envelope. Plastoglobuli are oil containing bodies which are found
within plastids of senescing leaves.

Chromoplasts are usually present in the petals of flowers giving red, organ and
yellow shades. They have an undulated system of membranes without grana. They
contain pigments either on the membrane or in the form of plastoglobuli as droplets.
During fruit ripening, many chloroplasts are converted into chromoplasts due to the
formation of lipid pigments which is evident through a change of color in many fruits
like tomato, organ, mango, and so on. They are green when unripened, and turn into
chromoplasts when mature. Plastids without pigments and lipids are leucoplasts, they
are colorless plastids like amyloplasts. The white color of petals of many flowers is due
to leucoplasts. Carotenoids are lipid-soluble pigments having 40 carbon atoms which
accumulate in chromoplasts and give them that orange, yellow and red color to attract
pollinators. However, the presence of carotenes in the chloroplast protects antenna
pigments against high intensities of light and helps in the absorption of energy for
photosynthesis.

1.2.8 Tannosomes are Chloroplast-Derived Organelles Which Contain
Polymers of Tannins

Plants synthesize many molecules in response to the defense against pathogens
and herbivores. Proanthocyanidins are type of flavonoids which are also known as
condensed tannins. They play a defensive role against pathogens and UV radiation.
Although tannins inclusions are previously reported to be synthesized by endoplasmic
reticulum, recent ultrastructure studies revealed that they are derived from chloroplasts
(Brillouet et al., 2013). Figure 1.9 shows developmental stages in the differentiation of
chloroplast into tannosomes (tannin-containing organelles) which involves unstacking
and inflation of thylakoids grana forming tannosomes, which are later encapsulated and
transferred as shuttle from cytosol to vacuoles where they are stored in order to protect
the rest of the cell from toxic effects of tannins.

1.2.9 Ribosomes

are the site for protein synthesis. They are membrane-bounded structures and consist
of one large and one smaller subunit. However, the number of ribosomes depends upon
the function of cell where they are present. Plant cells contain fewer ribosomes than
animal cells. However, the cells of seeds in legumes contain large numbers of ribosomes.

1.2.10 Endoplasmic Reticulum

(ER) forms part of the endomembrane system and communicates with the nuclear
envelope. It is a system of flattened membrane, sacks and tubules. ER without ribo-
somes is smooth endoplasmic reticulum (SER), whereas ER with ribosomes is rough
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Figure 1.9 Stages in formation of tannosomes from chloroplast. During formation of tannosomes,
chloroplasts membranes are unstacked and inflated forming tannosomes which are encapsulated and
transferred as a shuttle through cytosol to vacuoles where they are stored (Brillouet et al., 2013).

Not to scale; (used with permission from Oxford University press).

endoplasmic reticulum (RER) which is involved in protein formation with the help of
ribosomes; all the while, SER synthesizes lipids for cells. SER in plant cells also forms a
system of transport of molecules in the form of plasmodesmata. It forms phospholipids
and proteins for the plasma membrane. RER forms vesicles which transport large
molecules in coordination with Golgi bodies.

1.2.11 Peroxisomes

are single membrane bounded organelles responsible for oxidative reactions due to
catalases and for oxidation of fatty acids. They are involved in detoxification of many
waste products. Glyoxysomes convert stored fats into sugars and important in germina-
tion of fat rich oily seeds. They contain enzymes for breakdown of fatty acids through
beta-oxidation. Peroxisomes are thought to be originated either through de novo
synthesis from invagination of endoplasmic reticulum membrane or through division
of preexisting peroxisomes.
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1.2.12 Oleosomes

or oil bodies are spherical organelles which contain triacylgylcerols surrounded by
protein oleosins in their monolayer phospholipid membrane. They are found in seeds
and pollens of many angiosperms. They act as storage sites of many triacylgylcerols.
They are detected in tapetum of developing anthers of olive and Arabidopsis. Oleosins
are low molecular weight proteins (<30kDa) which give enough stability to oleosomes
and also help in degradation of oils during germination. However, in addition to
oleosins, oleosomes may also be composed of other proteins, that is, caleosins and
steroleosin (Purkrtova et al., 2008). Caleosins bind to Ca®>** and increase stability of oil
bodies while steroleosins are reported to bind with sterols. Oleosomes based emulsions
are commonly used in many food industries for dressings and as sauces and they have
applications in cosmetic and food industries. In order to understand their future role in
industries, artificial oil bodies are also being produced.

1.3 Intracellular and Extracellular Communications are
Crucial for Cells’ Metabolic Demands

Molecules like water, sucrose, signaling molecules, many defensive compounds, and
phytohormones, and so on are transported in plants from one organ to another through
vascular tissues. These molecules are required for many metabolic activities, that is,
growth, development, reproduction, protection against herbivores, insects and micro-
bial pathogens. Although xylem and phloem serve as main tissues for transport of many
such molecules in plants from one organ to next, however, cell-to-cell transport takes
place through passages in the cell wall of plants, that is, plasmodesmata (Figure 1.10).
They are channels in symplast which mediate trafficking of molecules from cell to cell.
Such transport is vital because all cells are in need of water, nutrients and sucroses
which can only enter in cells through PD. However, once molecules cross PD, they will
have to cross next barrier, that is, cell membrane. Small RNA molecules (SRNA) are also
known to move symplastically through PD. Primary PD develop during cytokinesis,
whereas secondary PD develop de novo in existing cell walls during cell expansion.

For intracellular communication plants have evolved a system of proteins, porins
which are localized on all membranes within cells. Molecules within a cell are trans-
ported through these pores from one organelles to another. Water molecules cross
plasma membrane through specific protein channels, that is, aquaporins which belong
to intrinsic protein superfamily and exist in wide range of organisms including bacteria
and eukaryotes. Almost 35 different aquaporins have been identified in Arabidopsis and
maize. Aquaporins are found on plasma membrane as well as tonoplast as tonoplast
intrinsic proteins (TIPs). Phosphorylation and dephosphorylation of aquaporins regu-
late activity of water transport in some cells.

Transport across plasma membrane membrane takes place through channels, gates
and pumps. Gas molecules like CO,, O, and N, ethanol can simply diffuse against
the membrane. However, many molecules of relatively large size or molecules with
electrical charges, that is, cations or anions cannot simply enter through diffusion; they
depend upon channels and gates for entry or enter the cell through membrane proteins,
that is, transporters. These transporters are transmembrane proteins which form a
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Figure 1.10 (a-d) Intercellular and intracellular communications in plants; (a & b) Organ to organ
transport within plants takes place through vascular tissues, that is, xylem and phloem,

(c) Plasmodesmata allow cell to cell communication within plants, (d) Intracellular communication
(within cell) takes place through porins which are part of plasma membrane as well as other
organelles.

channel comprising a passage or pore through which molecules pass through and
provide hydrophilic environment for molecules to enter (Figure 1.11).

Carriers are membrane proteins with high transport substrate specificity, whereas
channels have low substrate specificity. Channels are passive transporters and direction
of transfer of molecules is determined by solute concentration and electrochemical
potential. Channels which allow molecules to pass most of the time are ungated, how-
ever, gated channels open only in response to a chemical or electric signal. Channels for
transport of K™ and Cl” channels are ungated, however, Ca™ and Na" channels are
gated. In addition to this, cell membrane possesses many anion channels which may be
dependent upon voltage, light activated channels and mechanical stress activated
channels.

Voltage activated channels may be depolarized-activated channels which are either
slow-activating (S-type) or rapid-activating (R-type) anion channels and are found
mostly in plasma membranes of epidermal cells of root, guard cells and hypocotyls.
R-Type channels allow transport of chloride, nitrate, malate, sulfate, and citrate, how-
ever, S-Type facilitate rapid transfer of chloride, citrate and phosphate. Mechanoactive
channels are also present in stomatal cells and involved in osmoregulation. In addition
to this, aluminum-activated malate channels (ALMT) also exist in stomatal cells and in
Arabidopsis, ALMTs are localized in membrane compartments and comprise a gene
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Figure 1.11 An overview of intracellular communication within a plant cell which is achieved through
porins present on plasma membrane as well as on other organelles. Many channels, gates and pumps
present within membranes of a plant cell allow transport of molecules from one organelles to other.
Note some transporters within membranes allow only one molecule to pass through them, they are
uniporters, whereas some allow two molecules to pass through them within same direction, they

are symporters. However, some are antiporters which allow counter-exchange of molecules. NOs/H",
PO,>"/H*, Suc/H" are symporters on plasma membrane, whereas Na*/H* is an antiporter. Glu/H",
Suc/H, Ca®*/H*, Cd/H*, Na*/H" and Mg*/H" are antiporters in vacuoles. Pumps like H*, K*, Ca** and
CI™ are present on plasma membrane. (See insert for color representation of the figure.)

family of 14 members (Kovermann et al., 2007). Temperature responsive channels open
and close in response to low and high temperature, for example, capsaicin opens
the channel in response to heat while menthol opens the channel regulated by low tem-
perature. However, coupled transport also takes place which involves binding of two
molecules toa carrier proteins. If transportis in same direction it is known as cotransport,
however, if it takes place in opposite direction, it is known as counter transport. In
addition, plasma membrane comprises channels for K transport, high affinity K*
transporters, KUP permeases, Ca’*channels, cyclic nucleotide-gated channels, GluR,
annexins and mechanosensitive Ca’*channels.
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Active transport involves transfer of molecules in one direction at the expense of
energy and is therefore dependent upon ATP hydrolysis. Many pumps like Na*/K*
pumps, H'/K*-ATPases, ABC transporters are energy dependent.

Three types of pumps are present mainly within plant cells, for example, ABC trans-
porters, vacuolar (V-type) H" pumps and P-type pumps which depend upon ATP as a
fuel for energizing them. ABC transporters are generally found in the cell membrane as
well as other endomembrane including vacuoles and allow efflux of molecules like
organic acids, hormones, alkaloids, toxic products and xenobiotics (Verrier et al., 2008).
P-type pumps are cationic pumps which become phosphorylated during catalytic reac-
tion which are present in plasma membrane, vacuole and chloroplast membranes, ER
and Golgi. Binding of molecule causes a conformational change in these pumps in order
to facilitate transfer of substrate across the membrane.

Other pumps which are present in plasma membrane may include P-type pumps,
ATPases, P3a-type H'-ATPase, P,p-(Ca®") ATPase, Pjp-Zn>'-ATPase, H'-Pyroph-
osphorylase, pin-formed (PIN) transporter family, amino acid/auxin permease
transporters, amino acid- polyamine-choline transporters, amino acid transporter fam-
ily, amino acid permeases, AAAP transporters for auxin transport, lysine/histidine
transporters, proline transporters, GABA transporters, aromatic and neutral amino
acid transporters, peptide transporters, PTR/NRT1pepetide, sugar transport proteins,
inositol, polyol, sucrose, purine, aquaporins, nitrate, ZIP, copper, SLC40, chelation-based
strategy of iron uptake in grasses like maize and rice, yellow stripe-like transporters and
phosphate transporters.

1.4 Future Perspectives

Angiosperms phylogenetic system (APG IV) is still characterizing and classifying plants
in order to develop evidence-based molecular systematics. Molecular cues are being
explored that can form foundation of modern classification will be more reliable.
Therefore, advancement in molecular phylogenetics can provide more accurate
information for classification of plants.

Molecular phylogenetics can also serve as a useful tool to provide adequate knowl-
edge about evolutionary relationships of angiosperms which will not only help in
characterizing many products but can help implement data provided by phylogenetics
that can be used for metabolomics to increase further applications.

Tannosomes are relatively new structures reported in the plant cell. Many analytical
and spectrometric techniques can further aid our knowledge of the plant cell and their
metabolites (both primary and secondary) which will increase their use in industries.
Tools in molecular biology, proteomics and metabolomics and further development of
nano-techniques can reveal different aspects of plant cells biology. Many cell membrane
carrier proteins in flowers are still being explored.

Reduction of O-acetylation units in the cell wall will be helpful in biofuel technology.
Determination of orientation of cellulose fiber in the cell wall through Raman micro-
spectroscopic methods and other spectroscopic methods in herbaceous plants can
open directions for cell wall research in the future. In order to increase use of oleosomes
in industries, artificial oil bodies are also being produced.
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Problems Chapter 1

1

Select the best answer from options given below.

vi.

One of the following is an important distinguishing criteria in classification of
asterids and rosids.

A Presence of tepals

B Arrangements of petals

C Presence of endosperm

D Presence of tricolpate pollens

ii. Inflorescence of monocots like grasses is different from eudicots and known as

A catkin
B umbel
C spikelet
D cyathium

Parallel venation is a characteristic of:
A Zea mays

B Coriandrum sativum

C Mentha piperita

D Rosa indica

. Cell wall is outermost boundary of plant cells which gives a definite shape to

plant cell and is made up of carbohydrates, proteins and acids. However, one of
the following carbohydrate is not constituent of cell walls.

A Sucrose

B Cellulose

C Hemicellulose

D Arabinose

. Plasma membranes are lipid bilayer which serves as a barrier to many molecules

and allow them to enter only through their specific channels which are made

A lipids

B proteins

C carbohydrates
D nucleic acids

In symplast pathway for water transport, water and dissolved solutes will
enter from one cell to another through plasmodesmatal connections which are
extensions of ------------- .

A smooth endoplasmic reticulum

B mitochondrial cristae

C thylakoids of chloroplast

D vacuoles
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vii. If you find a flower which is small, inconspicuous, and not scented, its most
likely pollinator would be:
A bees
B birds
C humans
D wind

If anaerobes represent the common ancestors of modern living plants, eudicots and
monocots have common origin, but they are evolved at different rate, eudicots faster
than monocots, and monocots represent the highly evolved plants. How will you
construct a Tree of Life based on the information given above?

Evolution is never-ending process, responsible for modern plant architecture. Based
upon this fact, predict ONE change in plant architecture after a million years.

Herb is a general term which is used to describe soft and herbaceous plant which
never becomes woody throughout its life cycle and may be a monocot or a eud-
icot. However, many morphological and anatomical differences exist among
monocot and eudicot herbs. Taking grasses like rice as an example of monocot
herb and mint as a eudicot herb, fill the information in the table below showing
main differences in the roots, stem, leaves and flowers of these economically
important herbs.

Characteristic Rice Mint

Stem
Leaves
Flower
Fruit

Seed

Compare and contrast major anatomical traits of monocots and eudicots with the
help of cladogram. How vascular tissues of monocots differ from eudicots? Explain
with the help of diagram.

Suppose you find plant A which is non woody, have parallel venation and small
inconspicuous flower. However plant B is woody, with reticulate venation and with
large showy flower. How can you compare internal organization of plant A with
plant B in concluding that plant A is possibly a monocot while plant B is an
eudicot?
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7 Classify the following plants as asterids and rosids.

(@ (b)

8 What evidences will you give to support that plant in picture (a) is a monocot and
(b) is an eudicot?

(b)

9 A team of Russian scientists reported (published in the New York Times February
2012) that a narrow-leafed campion, living plant, which died 32,000 years ago,
have been generated from the fruit of a little arctic flower. The fruit was stored by
an arctic ground squirrel in its burrow on the tundra of northeastern Siberia and
lay permanently frozen until excavated by scientists a few years ago. If the ancient
campions are the ancestors of the living plants, this family relationship should be
evident in their DNA. Based upon above information, briefly explain the advan-
tages of molecular phylogeny and which techniques helped scientists for drawing
their conclusions?

10 Do you think that grasses are considered to be one of the highly evolved clade of
flowering plants? If yes, give reasons to support your answer.

11  Give two main differences in cell walls of monocots and eudicots.
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13
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15

An Introduction to Flowering Plants: Monocots and Eudicots

Lipids and proteins make important part of plasma membranes. Hydrophobic
nature of lipids acts a barrier for the transport of molecules and directs them
toward their protein gates, many of which are molecule specific. Lipid-protein
organization is almost the same for the membrane of organelles as well. Keeping
this mind, explain with the help of diagram that how organelles communicate
within a cell for transport of molecules?

Vacuoles are organelles which perform multiple functions in plants. They are the
site of storage of water molecules and minerals; they degrade harmful products
and also digest old organelles. They also accumulate water-soluble pigments
within cells of flowers especially in cells of petals which are attractive for many
pollinators. It indicates that vacuoles which are present in floral cells are different
from vacuoles in cells of vegetative organs. Using this information, make two sepa-
rate diagrams of plant cells (i) a stem cell (ii) a petal cell (preferably eudicot as they
form conspicuous petals) to show how vacuoles of different plant organs may
differ in their functions.

Define oleosomes. Why many plants prefer to store triacylgylcerols within their
seeds?

With the help of diagram, differentiate between (i) carriers (ii) channels (iii) pumps
(iv) antiports (v) symporters and (vi) uniporters (vii) primary and secondary
plasmodesmata
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