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Chapter 1

A Quick Glance at the
GED Test

he GED test offers people without a high school diploma the opportunity to earn the equiv-

alent of an American high school diploma without the need for full-time attendance in

either day or night school. The GED test is a recognized standard that makes securing a job
or starting college easier.

The GED test meets current Grade 12 standards in the United States and meets the College and
Career Readiness Standards for Adult Education.

The GED test measures whether you understand what high school seniors across the country have
studied before they graduate. Employers seek better-educated employees. Colleges want to make
sure students are qualified. When you pass the GED test, you earn a high school equivalency
diploma that can open many doors for you — perhaps doors that you don’t even know exist at
this point.

You may wonder why you should even bother taking the GED test and getting your GED diploma.
One reason is that people with high school diplomas earn more and spend less time unemployed
than people without diplomas. In a recent year, unemployment for people without a high school
diploma was 5.6 percent. That dropped to 3.9 percent for individuals with a diploma or a GED
certificate. Incomes were almost 25 percent higher for high school or GED graduates than for
people without diplomas. On average, GED graduates earn $9,000 per year more than people
without this credential. In addition, your GED can qualify you for even more education. Don’t
underestimate yourself! College may seem like a distant dream, but over 45 percent of my GED
graduates go on to college within three years of getting their credential. Earnings increase and
unemployment decreases at each level of education from associate’s degree on up. Even with just
some college, you can earn more, on average.

Ready to get started? This chapter gives you the basics of the GED test: How the test is adminis-

tered, what the test sections look like, how to schedule the test (and whether you’re eligible), and
what constitutes a passing score (so you know what you need to pass).
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What to Expect: The Testing Format

TIP

There are two options for taking the GED. You can take the GED at a testing center or online at
home (or at another location). Either way, a computer administers the GED test. That means that
all the questions appear on a computer screen, and you enter all your answers into a computer.
You read, calculate, evaluate, analyze, and write everything on the computer, including making
rough math calculations or outlining your essay. Instead of paper, the test centers provide you
with an erasable tablet, or you can use an on-screen whiteboard.

If you know how to use a computer and are comfortable with a keyboard and a mouse, you’re
ahead of the game. If not, practice your keyboarding. Also, practice reading from a computer
screen because reading from a screen is very different from reading printed materials. At the very
least, you need to get more comfortable with computers, even if that means taking a short course
at a local learning emporium. In the case of the GED test, the more familiar you are with comput-
ers, the more comfortable you’ll feel taking the test.

If you have a special need, you are also covered. The GED offers accommodations so that all test-
takers have a fair chance. You can indicate that you need accommodations when you open your
account on ged. com, or later by updating your profile. See the sidebar, “Are Special Accommoda-
tions Available?” later in this chapter.

Throughout this book, you see references to the GED Testing Service’s website, ged.com. It’s a
great repository of information, learning aids, and online practice tests. It’s also where you sign
up to take the test. If you don’t have an account there, now is a good time to open one. Just go to
ged.com, select Sign Up, and follow the prompts. The GED Testing Service’s official app, GED &
Me, offers similar features as well as a number of study aids that are available only on the app.

The GED test provides speedy, detailed feedback on your performance. When you pass (yes, I said
when and not if, because I believe in you), the GED Testing Service provides both a diploma and a
detailed transcript of your scores, similar to what high school graduates receive. These are now
available in your online account at ged.com or on the GED & Me mobile app, generally within a
day of completing the test. You then can send your transcript and diploma to an employer or col-
lege. Doing so allows employers and colleges access to a detailed outline of your scores, achieve-
ment, and demonstrated skills and abilities. This outline is also a useful tool for you to review
your progress. It highlights those areas where you did well and areas where you need further
work. If you have to retake the test, your score report will provide a detailed guide to what you
should work on to improve your scores. Requests for additional copies of transcripts are handled
online and are also available within a day.

Reviewing the Test Sections

The GED test includes the following four sections (also referred to as tests), each of which you can
take separately:

¥ Reasoning through Language Arts
¥ Social Studies

¥ Science

¥ Mathematical Reasoning

8  PART 1 Getting Started with the GED Test



REMEMBER

You can take each of the four test sections separately, at different times, and in any order you
want. You can also take some of them online at home and others at a testing center. This flexibil-
ity is one of the benefits of doing the test by computer. Because everyone is working individually
on the various test sections rather than as a group, the computer-based test eliminates the need
for the whole group of test-takers to work in tandem. For example, you may be working on the
Mathematical Reasoning test, while your neighbor is working on the Social Studies test. Just don’t
look around at all your neighbors to verify this because proctors may think you’re doing more
than satisfying your curiosity.

The following sections offer a closer look into what the test sections cover and what you can
expect.

Because the GED tests are always evolving, be sure to check out the latest and greatest about the
GED program at ged. com.

Reasoning through Language Arts test

The Reasoning through Language Arts (RLA) test is one long test that covers all the literacy com-
ponents of the GED test. You have 150 minutes overall. However, the test is divided into three
sections: First, you have 35 minutes of reading comprehension questions, then 45 minutes for the
Extended Response (essay), followed by a 10-minute break, and then another 60 minutes for
grammar and language questions. Remember that the time for the Extended Response can’t be
used to work on the other questions in the test, nor can you use leftover time from the other
sections on the Extended Response.

Here’s what you can expect on the RLA test:

¥ The reading component asks you to demonstrate a critical understanding of various passages.

3 The Extended Response item, also known as “the essay,” examines your skills in organizing
your thoughts and writing clearly. Your response will be based on one or two source text
selections, drawing key elements from that material to prepare your essay.

The essay is evaluated on both your interpretation of the source texts and the quality of your
writing. You type on the computer, using a tool that resembles a word processor. It has neither
a spell-checker nor a grammar-checker. How well you use spelling and grammar as you write
is also part of your evaluation. You'll have an erasable tablet and/or an on-screen whiteboard
on which to write notes or an outline before writing your essay on the computer.

3 The grammar and language component asks you to correct errors in various kinds of texts.
This includes demonstrating a command of proper grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

3 The scores from all three components will be combined into one single score for the RLA test.

The question-and-answer part of this test consists mainly of various types of multiple-choice
questions and drop-down menu questions with four answer choices. You’ll also see drag-and-
drop questions. For details on the different question types, see Chapters 2 and 3.

The questions are based on source texts, which are materials presented to you for your response.
Some of this source material is nonfiction, from science and social studies content as well as from
the workplace. Only 25 percent is based on literature. Here’s a breakdown of the materials:

3 Workplace and community materials: These include work-related letters, memos, and
instructions that you may see on the job. They also include letters and documents from
companies and community organizations, such as banks, hospitals, libraries, credit unions,
and local governments.
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3 U.S. founding documents and documents that present part of the Great American
Conversation: These may include extracts from the Bill of Rights, the Constitution, and other
historical documents. They also may include opinion pieces on relevant issues in American
history and civics.

¥ Informational works: These include documents that present information (often dry and
boring information), such as the instructional manual that tells you how to set the clock on
your DVD player. They also include materials that you may find in history, social studies, or
science books.

¥ Literature: These include extracts from novels and short stories.

See Chapter 5 for a more detailed overview of the RLA test. Chapters 6 and 7 give the lowdown
on both the reading comprehension questions and the grammar and language questions.
I devote two whole chapters (Chapters 8 and 9) to helping you with the essay. For practice, see

TIP Chapters 19 and 27 for two complete Reasoning through Language Arts tests, with answers and
explanations in Chapters 20 and 28. I also provide a third, complete online-only test. Check out
Chapter 2 for the format of the questions as they appear on the computer.

Social Studies test

The Social Studies test is scheduled for 70 minutes for the 50 questions. On this test, you will see
standard multiple-choice questions, as well as fill-in-the-blank questions, drag-and-drop
questions, and drop-down menu questions. A few questions may ask you to calculate an answer.
In this case, a calculator icon will appear on your test screen, or you can bring your TI-30XS
MultiView calculator if you take the test at a test center. In Chapter 3, you can see examples of
these questions.

The questions are based on various kinds of source texts. About half of the questions are based on
one source text, such as a graph or short reading, with one question. Other questions have a single
source text as the basis for several questions. In either case, you’ll need to analyze and evaluate
the content presented to you as part of the question. A few questions may ask you to compare and
contrast information from two different sources. The test questions evaluate your ability to use
reasoning and analysis skills. The information for the source materials comes from primary and
secondary sources, both text and visual. That means you need to be able to “read” and interpret
tables, maps, and graphs as well as standard text materials.

The content of the Social Studies test is drawn from the following four basic areas:

¥ Civics and government: The largest part (about 50 percent of the test) focuses on civics and
government. The civics and government questions examine the development of democracy
from ancient times to present day. Other topics include how civilizations change over time and
respond to crises.

3 American history: American history makes up 20 percent of the test. It covers all topics from the
pilgrims and early settlement to the Revolution, the Civil War, World Wars | and I, the Vietnam
War, and current history — all of which involve the United States in one way or another.

3 Economics: Economics makes up about 15 percent of the test. The economics portion
examines basic theories, such as supply and demand, the role of government policies in the
economy, and macro- and microeconomic theory.

¥ Geography and the world: This area also makes up 15 percent of the test. The areas with
which you need to become familiar are very topical: sustainability and environmental issues,
population issues, and rural and urban settlement. Other topics include cultural diversity
and migration.
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A good way to prepare for this test is to read as much as possible. As you prepare for the test,
read articles about civics, history, economics, and geography from reliable online sources. Even
reading solid news coverage can help you develop the strong reading skills you need. See
Chapters 10, 11, and 12 for detailed coverage on how to prepare for the Social Studies test.
Chapters 21 and 29 give you two complete Social Studies tests, with complete answers and expla-
nations in Chapters 22 and 30. I also provide a third, complete online-only test. See Chapter 2 for
the format of the questions as they appear on the computer.

Science test

The Science test is scheduled for 90 minutes. My advice for the Science test is the same as for the
Reasoning through Language Arts test: Read as much as you can, especially science material.
Whenever you don’t understand a word or concept, look it up in a dictionary or online. The ques-
tions in the Science test assume a high school level of science vocabulary.

You don’t have to be a nuclear physicist to answer the questions, but you should be familiar with
the vocabulary normally understood by someone completing high school. If you work at improv-
ing your scientific vocabulary, you should have little trouble with the Science test. (Note: That
same advice applies to all the GED test sections. Improve your vocabulary in each subject and
you’ll perform better.)

The Science test concentrates on two main themes:

3 Human health and living systems

3 Energy and related systems
In addition, the content of the test focuses on the following areas:

3 Physical science: About 40 percent of the test focuses on physics and chemistry, including
topics such as conservation, transformation, and flow of energy; work, motion, and forces; and
chemical properties and reactions related to living systems.

¥ Life science: Another 40 percent of the Science test deals with life science, including biology
and, more specifically, human body and health, the relationship between life functions and
energy intake, ecosystems, structure and function of life, and the molecular basis for heredity
and evolution.

3 Earth and space science: This area makes up the remaining 20 percent of this test and
covers the Earth and its components, interactions between Earth's systems and living things,
and astronomy (the structure and organization of the cosmos).

Go ahead and type one of the three areas of content into your favorite search engine to find mate-
rial to read. You’ll find links to articles and material from all different levels. Filter your choices
by the level you want and need — for example, use keywords such as “scientific theories,”
“scientific discoveries,” “scientific method,” “human health,” “living systems,” “energy,” “the
universe,” “organisms,” and “geochemical systems” — and don’t get discouraged if you can’t
understand technical material that one scientist wrote that only about three other scientists in
the world can understand.

The questions on the Science test are in multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, drag-and-drop, and
drop-down menu formats. As on the Social Studies test, you will read passages and interpret
graphs, tables, and other visual materials. A few questions may ask you to calculate an answer.
For these questions, a calculator icon will appear on your test screen, or you can use your own
TI-30XS MultiView calculator if you test at a test center.
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See Chapters 13, 14, and 15 for detailed coverage on how to prepare for the Science test.
Chapters 23 and 31 give you two complete Science tests, with complete answers and explanations
in Chapters 24 and 32. I also provide a third, complete online-only test. See Chapter 2 for the
format of the questions as they appear on the computer.

Mathematical Reasoning test

The Mathematical Reasoning (Math) test checks that you have the same knowledge and under-
standing of mathematics as a typical high school graduate. Because the GED is designed to pre-
pare you for both postsecondary education and employment, it has an emphasis on both
workplace-related mathematics and academic mathematics. About 45 percent of the test is about
quantitative problem solving, and the rest is about algebra.

The Math test consists of different question formats to be completed in 115 minutes. Because the
GED test is administered on the computer, the questions take advantage of the power of the com-
puter. Some questions will simply pose a problem for you to solve. Other questions will refer to
various kinds of stimulus materials, including graphs, tables, menus, price lists, and much more.
Check out Chapters 2 and 3 for more information and a sneak peek at what the questions look like
on-screen.

The following are the types of questions that you’ll encounter in the Math test:

3 Multiple-choice: Most of the questions in the Math test are multiple-choice with four
answer choices.

3 Drop-down: This type of question is a form of multiple-choice in that you get a series of
possible answers, one of which is correct. The only difference is that you see all the options
at once within the text where it's to be used. For examples, see Chapters 2 and 3.

3 Drag-and-drop: This question type asks you to arrange information in a certain way by clicking
and dragging it on your screen. For example, you may be asked to order a list of positive and
negative fractions, decimals, and numbers in order from lowest to highest.

3 Fill-in-the-blank: In these questions, you have to provide an answer. The fill-in-the-blank
questions are straightforward: You're asked for a very specific answer, such as a number or
one or two words, and you type the answer into the space provided.

Some questions may be stand-alone with only one question for each stimulus. Others may have
multiple questions based on a single stimulus. Each stimulus, no matter how many questions are
based on it, may include text, graphs, tables, or some other representation of numeric, geometri-
cal, or algebraic materials. Practice reading mathematical materials and become familiar with the
vocabulary of mathematics. As on the Social Studies and Science tests, you will have available an
on-screen calculator, or you can bring your own TI-30XS MultiView calculator. On the Math test,
you are allowed to use your calculator on all but the first five questions. However, some questions
can be answered more quickly using mental math or simple calculations on the whiteboard.

See Chapters 16, 17, and 18 for detailed coverage of the Math test. Chapters 25 and 33 give you two
complete Math tests, with complete answers and explanations in Chapters 26 and 34. I also pro-
vide a third, complete online-only test. See Chapter 2 for the format of the questions as they
appear on the computer.
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It's a Date: Scheduling the Test

REMEMBER

You book your appointment through the GED Testing Service’s website, ged . com, based on avail-
able testing dates. Because a computer administers the test, you will schedule an individual
appointment. Your test starts when you start and ends when the allotted time ends. If you sign up
to take the test online at home, your computer and your home (or other location where you take
the test) have to meet special requirements outlined when you sign up. The ged. com website will
walk you through these requirements. If you sign up to take the test at a testing center, you will
take the test in a computer lab, often containing no more than 15 seats; testing facilities may be
located in many communities in your state.

At the time of publication of this latest edition of GED Test Prep For Dummies, two states — Iowa
and Maine — don’t offer the test. And as of this writing, six states do not allow online testing:
Florida, Hawaii, Massachusetts, New York, West Virginia, and Wyoming. You can take the test in
a neighboring state that allows online or nonresident testing.Just select the state you’d like to
test in when you set up your online account. This information changes periodically, so be sure to
check ged. com/about_test/price-and-rules for the latest information. And remember: Nearly
all employers and higher education institutions nationally will accept your GED credential.

The following sections answer some questions you may have before you schedule your test date,
including whether you’re eligible to take the test, when you can take the test, and how to sign up
to take the test.

Determining whether you're eligible

Before you schedule your test date, make sure that you meet the requirements to take the GED
test. You’re eligible to apply to take the GED test only if

3 You're not currently enrolled in a high school. If you're currently enrolled in a high school,
you're expected to complete your diploma there. The purpose of the GED test is to give people
who aren't in high school a chance to get an equivalent high school diploma.

3 You're not a high school graduate. If you're a high school graduate, you should have a
diploma, which means you don't need to take the GED test.

3 You meet state requirements regarding age, residency, and the length of time since
leaving high school. When you open your online account at ged . com, the software will screen
you to ensure that you meet your state's requirements.

Knowing when you can take the test

You can take the GED test when you’re eligible and prepared. You can then apply to take the GED
test as soon as you want. Pick a day (or days) that works for you. If you want to take the test online
at home, you must pass the GED Ready practice test before you can sign up. Even if you are taking
the test at a test center, this short online test can help you determine whether you are likely to be
successful. This can help you avoid wasting time and money on retests. And if you don’t pass, the
detailed feedback will help you find your strengths and areas for improvement.

Taking all four sections of the GED test together takes about seven hours. However, the test is
designed so that you can take each section when you’re ready. In fact, you can take the test sec-
tions one at a time, in evenings or on weekends, depending on the individual testing center. You
can also take some of the tests at a testing center and others at home. If you pass one test section,
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that section of the GED test is considered done, no matter how you do on the other sections. If
you fail one section, you can retake that section of the test. At the time of the publication of this
book, there are limits on the frequency at which you can retake the test online at home. That’s
why the GED Ready practice test is required — if you pass it, you will likely pass the real test.

Because the test starts when you’re ready and finishes when you have used up the allocated time,
you can take it alone and don’t have to depend on other people. This offers great flexibility in
scheduling the test, especially when testing online at home. When you sign up for the test, you
can search for times and locations that suit you.

If you need special arrangements to accommodate your situation, the GED Testing Service will
help arrange the test for you at a convenient time and location.

ARE SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE?

The GED Testing Service makes every effort to ensure that all qualified people have access to the tests.
If you have a special need, it can be accommodated. You shouldn't feel bad about requesting an accom-
modation, either. Many people do, and the most common accommodations are for vision-related
issues. Remember, though, that if you request an accommodation, you will need to provide acceptable
documentation.

Some of the most common vision-related issues can be solved by adjusting the size of the text or the
colors on the screen when you take the test. Complete instructions are available on the Accommodations
page on the GED website. If you require another kind of accommodation, you need to make your request
in advance of testing. Here's what you need to do:

® Review the information and instructions athttps://ged.com/about_test/accommodations/.

® At least a month before you want to take the test, go to ged . com and open an online account, or log
into an existing account.

® Follow the instructions to request an accommodation. The software will walk you through the steps
to request an accommodation and submit the proper documentation.

® You will need documentation of your special need from an appropriate professional. The software
will give the exact requirements and instructions you can show the professional so they can provide
the correct documentation.

® Complete all the proper forms, and submit them with the required documentation.

The GED Testing Service defines specific disabilities, such as the following, for which it may make special
accommodations:

® |earning and cognitive disorders (LCD)

® Attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD)

® Psychological and psychiatric disorders (EPP)

® Physical disabilities and chronic health conditions (PCH)
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GETTING MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
THE GED TEST

Plenty of resources are available for getting more information about the GED. The first place to start
is the GED Testing Service's website, ged . com. The GED Testing Service's FAQ page provides complete
answers to most common questions: ged . com/ fags/top-fags. If you can't find the information you
need there, you can chat or send a message through ged. com/contact_us/. And if you need to talk
to a real person, you can call their toll-free number, 1-877-EXAM-GED (1-877-392-6433).

Taking the GED Test When English
Is Your Second Language

Q

TIP

The good news is that English doesn’t have to be your first language for you to take the GED test.
In the United States, the GED test is offered in English and Spanish.

If English (or Spanish) isn’t your first language, you must decide whether you can read and write
English or Spanish as well as or better than 40 percent of high school graduates. If so, then you
can prepare for and take the test without additional language preparation. If you don’t read or
write English or Spanish well enough to pass, then you need to take additional classes to improve
your language skills until you think you’re ready. Your local community college or adult education
center is the best place to get started. Your account at ged.com can also help you find local
programs that will suit your needs.

Knowing What You Have to Score
to Pass the GED Test

TIP

To pass, you need to score a minimum of 145 on each section of the test, and you must pass each
section of the test to earn your GED diploma. If you achieve a passing score, congratulate your-
self: You’ve scored better than at least 40 percent of today’s high school graduates, and you’re
now a graduate of the largest virtual school in the country. And if your scores range between 165
and 174, you’ve reached the GED College Ready level. This means you may be able to start your
college studies right away without any additional college-readiness classes. This can save you
time and money. If your scores are even higher, between 175 and 200, you’ve reached the lofty
GED College Ready + Credit level. Depending on the policies of your institution, you can qualify
for college credit in each of the GED subject areas.

If you score at the College Ready or College Ready + Credit level, shop around at various colleges
and universities. Some institutions may be more willing than others to waive requirements or
grant credit. For example, you can start at a community college that grants credit. Then those
credits will be on your transcript if you later go on to a four-year college.

There is more good news. Scores from the computer-based and online tests do not expire, so if
you passed some sections years ago, you do not need to take them again. And if you took a test
between 2014 and 2016 and scored below 150 but above 145, you will now get credit for passing
that section of the test. (The passing score was lowered from 150 to 145 at that time.) Your tran-
script should have been adjusted automatically, so check your transcript at ged. com; there may be
good news waiting for you.
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TIP

If you discover that your score is less than 145 on any test section, start planning to retake the
test(s) — and make sure you leave plenty of time for additional studying and preparing.

As soon as possible after seeing your results, check out the rules for retaking that section of the
test at ged. com. Remember, you need to retake only those sections of the test that you didn’t pass.
Any sections you pass are completed and count toward your diploma. Furthermore, the detailed
feedback you receive on your results will help you discover areas that need more work before
retaking a section of the test. That information can help you determine the sections of this book
to review or whether you want to sign up for a class. You can find nearby adult education centers
on ged.com.

No matter what score you receive on your first round of the section, don’t be afraid to retake any
section that you didn’t pass. After you’ve taken it once, you know what you need to work on, and
you know exactly what to expect on test day. Just take a deep breath and get ready to prepare
some more before you take your next test.
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