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Chapter 1

Welcome to Gemini,
the Multimodal Al
for Everyone

emini represents both the chatbot and the underlying engine that powers
all other Google AI tools, accompanied by algorithms and multimodal
technologies that extend its generative capabilities.

Because this chapter orients those who have not yet used Gemini, Google’s main
Al tool, I start with the basics — that is, from when you first access the platform.
I do this so you can start using Gemini right away.

So, if you have already created a Gemini account and taken your first steps with

the chatbot interface, feel free to skim through the chapter to pick up any infor-
mation you may have missed that could be important for using the platform.
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Jumping into Gemini

Al evolves rapidly; while this book strives for accuracy, the screenshots in this
chapter may differ for their current interface.

WARNING

You get started with Gemini by making your first query. Follow these steps:

1.

Connect to Gemini via your web browser (preferably Chrome, but it is not
essential) using the address gemini.google.com.

If you have not yet created a Google account or have not logged into your
browser, you'll see a notification message like the one in Figure 1-1.

FIGURE 1-1:

The notification
that appears
when you
connect to
Gemini (gemini .
google.com)
without first
loggingintoa
Google account.

Google
Before you continue to Google

A reminder thet showing ads is the primary way we fund cur ssrvices.
nm fewr g B

about sur s of dats for s 1

st Dabver and maintsin Goog serices
A Track outsges and pratect sgaket spam, fraud, and abiuse

Munsure sudience sagagement and site statistics b undertard how
wur services are used and anhance the quality of those services

I s ehocesss b “Aecapt all” we wil Ak use coakies and data 1o

- Davedop and Imprae new serdces
W Debvar and mesaure tha affactveness of sds

Show perscnalized content, depending on your settings
B how perscnalized acs, depending on your settings

If you choase ta "Reject al,” we will not use cankies for these additianal
purposes.

Hon-pemonalized contert & ndlusnced by things ke the conters you're
currertly viewing, actwity in your aclive Search session, and your lccation.
Hon-personalized ads are influenced by the content you'ne currently viewing
and your genersl kcsl rscnaliced conbert and sds can sl include
more relevant resuts, recs ations, and taikored sds based on past
aotivity Tram this birowser, Tk previous Google sesrches, We s use
Gookies and dat 16 00 the ecperience 1o be age-sparopriate, if ralevant

Salact “Mers aptions” to 5ae addtionsd informaticn, inchading detalls about
MARAGING yoair privacy SEEtings. Yau &an S5 WSE g SaprhaeyIncls ot any
time.

More apticns

2.

Click either Reject All or Accept All.

Clicking Accept All means you're accepting Google's terms of use. Clicking
Reject All means you don't accept cookies. You can also click More Options to
define which permissions to grant Google regarding your preferences related
to your personal data.
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You can find all the information on Google's general privacy management at
policies.google.com or by clicking the Privacy and Terms link, which usually
appears at the bottom of the page of all services offered by Google. It is up

TIP to you whether to grant certain permissions or deny them in part or in full,
according to your preferences.

Whatever you decide for permissions, the Gemini platform appears
(see Figure 1-2).

3. click Sign In.

Gemini asks you to enter your Google account login details, if you have them,
or to create a new account.

= If you do not yet have a Google account, creating one is easy. Once you click
6 Create an Account, Google guides you through the process. In fact, it's so easy

TECHNICAL that I'm skipping along to logging in.
STUFF
After you have logged in to your account (or created one if you did not have

one), you see the same start page as the Gemini platform but with two
differences: the Log In button, which has now become Try Gemini, and the
circular logo that identifies your account, using your initials or a photo if you
have chosen to provide one, in the upper right corner.

- For Far . . - .
. FAl
Gemini devslopers  business G About Gemini Gemini App  Subscriptions  Fer Business m

G . .
Supercharge your creativity
and productivity

Chat to start writing, planning, learning and

mare with Google Al

FIGURE 1-2:
The Gemini

Sign in

. . s Rewrite this email draft to make it
introduction i more clear and concise

page, with the
Sign In button
shown at the top
right and Google  Priveey & Terms
bottom left.

CHAPTER 1 Welcome to Gemini, the Multimodal Al for Everyone 11



TIP

FIGURE 1-3:

The Gemini guide,
with all the basic
information you
need to get
started using

the platform.

As you can see in Figure 1-3, Google provides a Help Center as well as guides
for all its platforms, Gemini included. A Privacy Hub, related to privacy and
personal data processing, is also available at all times (see Figure 1-4).

You can (and actually should) consult this information before proceeding

to use Gemini.
= Gemini Apps Help &t @
Help Center  Community  Privacy Hub L Geminldpps [F

’.
How can we help you?

Q. Describe your issue

Browse help topics

Fopular articles ~

Gemini Apps Frivacy Hub
What you can do with your Samini mobile spp
Usa Gamini Apps

Use & menage connected apps in Gemini

4. click Try Gemini, or whatever invitation currently appears for
first-time signup.

Before giving you access to the Al platform, Google provides preliminary
information, asking you to accept the terms of use once again. In this case,
these terms concern your conversations with Gemini. By clicking Your Data
Can Improve Google Al, you are provided information on how your data is
usually handled. This information is always available on Google’s Privacy Hub
(see Figure 1-4). The subsection “Storing chat instructions” discusses how you
can partially modify these settings, but for now, the only way to use Gemini is
to accept the terms and conditions by clicking Try Gemini.
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FIGURE 1-4:
Google's Privacy
Hub section
related to all
aspects of

user data
management

in Gemini.

=
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Privacy Hub > Gemini Apps Privacy Hub

Gemini Apps Privacy Hub

Last updated: December 1, 2025 ]

Table of contents \ l h

» Gemini Apps Privacy Notice

Gat In touch with 3 Geminl Apps
= Gemini Apps sxpert.
you uge Gemini Apps Hrcause you'ne a Gnogle One mambar,

you can et help from a Google supgpart

nini Apps get help from Google services How satisfied are you with your Help X
S - jence?
= How Gemini Apps work with connected apps expenence?
o Very Dissatisf Very Sulisied
« Configuring your settings fery Divzatislied vy Salislied
+ Hawrong ain your data By cominuing, you agres Google uses your answers, account
+ Reguesti tent removal and exporting your information B sysiem infa to improve services, per our Erivacy & Temms.

Exploring the Interface and Main Options

REMEMBER

After you sign in, Gemini presents you with the chatbot interface (as shown in
Figure 1-5). You should note the difference between the chatbot and the platform:

¥ Chatbot: As the name suggests, an interface that allows you to dialogue with
Gemini's Al

¥ Platform: The entire ecosystem surrounding the chatbot, and which you
explore throughout this book

As I mention in the book’s introduction, content may have changed by the time
you read this. To stay current on changes and to receive regular updates on the
evolution of Gemini and Google’s entire Al ecosystem, refer to the related section
on the aiskill.it website (using your browser translation tools to get them in
your language). To access exclusive prompt resources, visit this book’s Cheat
Sheet by going to www.dummies.com, searching for Google Gemini For Dummies,
and then clicking the View Cheat Sheet link.
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platform area on Access to main Gemini settings Tools menu button
the left with its
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The chatbot interface

So that you can easily navigate as you practice with the various tools and options,
the notable features of the chatbot interface are as follows:

3 Prompt area. The field at the bottom of the larger central area, this is where
you type instructions and requests for Gemini.

¥ Side panel. A collapsible area to the left of the prompt. You click the three
horizontal lines at the top left to expand or collapse the panel. Notice that
when the panel is in its collapsed state, only its main tools appear; but don't
worry about them for now because you'll gradually explore the available
features throughout the book.

¥ Gemini. Next to the side panel, you see the name “Gemini.” This previously
housed the available Al models; Google later moved this selection inside the
prompt area.
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Although you'll get used to these minor interface changes in time, it's impor-
tant to notice them — and eventually learn to adapt them to your workflow —
after grasping the basic concepts behind the graphic interface itself. Al models

%‘53

TECHNICAL usually evolve over time, so are marked with a version number (for example,

STUFF Gemini 2.5, Gemini 3, and so on) as well as a name that identifies their

“power” (Flash, Pro, Fast, Thinking, and so on). You can quickly obtain
more details about the Al models by querying Gemini.

¥ New features. At the top center, Gemini displays notifications about new
features whenever they become available. At the end of 2025, for example,
these messages related to the availability of the tool initially known as Nano
Banana or the introduction of the Gemini 3 model. So don't be surprised if
you see similar messages when you log in. You can always click the X to the
right of each message or the Accept button to get rid of it.

3 Upgrade button. In the upper right corner, next to the circular icon identify-
ing your Google account, this button enables you to activate a subscription if
you use the free version of Gemini. If you've already subscribed to one of
Google Al's plans (“Choosing Between the Free and Pro Versions” later in this
chapter) you'll see an Invite a Friend button to share a free initial subscription
to premium packages.

The prompt area

Before you send your initial request to Gemini, you should focus on the prompt
field (see Figure 1-6). Quickly explore its tools before sending your initial request
to Gemini.

3 Tools. At the bottom of the main prompt area, you'll see a series of items
representing Gemini's currently available tools (which | discuss one by one in
this chapter.

These tools previously appeared below the prompt area as buttons. Google
increased their number over time, so you now access them from a single
button inside the prompt area itself to display a vertical menu — like the one

TIP that was already standard for attachments (another example of typical
changes to the interface).

3 Plus sign. On the left, a plus sign allows you to add something to the instruc-
tions typed inside the prompt area, such as attaching one or more files to
your request — which, as you'll see in practice in Chapter 4, greatly expands
the possibilities for Al queries.
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FIGURE 1-6:

The prompt field,
the area where
you type
instructions for
Gemini, with its
various tools.

'?6‘6'

TECHNICAL
STUFF

Prompt area (where you type your request) Prompt dictation button

Attachment button Tools button Gemini mode/model choice
% Hi Amos
Ask Gemini
+ 23 Tools ——mM8M8 Thinking ~ &

Create images

) e Nrite anything Help me learn Boost my day
0¥ Guided Learning
B visual layout & Lebs
Tools menu Starters (suggested prompts)

In the field of AI, the ability to recognize, as well as generate, content that goes
beyond simple text is called multimodality. Although absent in the initial launch
phase of Gemini, this feature was subsequently introduced and enhanced to offer
users ever greater flexibility and power. Today, you can add both multimedia files
(images, audio, video) and documents in various formats (text, spreadsheets,
PDF, and so on) as attachments to the prompt.

Let Gemini describe itself

Initially, in my books about Al I used the first few chapters to introduce theoreti-
cal concepts as well as technical and historical information. This kind of informa-
tion is becoming increasingly redundant because you can obtain it from AI itself.
To see how this works, follow these steps:

1. Type the following instructions into the prompt field (see Figure 1-7).

List the entire history of Google's AI from Bard to today's models inside
a table, mentioning all the tools and models available over time.

As you type, notice that an airplane symbol appears in the lower right corner
of the prompt area, replacing the microphone symbol. Note: You use the
microphone symbol to dictate instructions by voice, so it's useless when

you type.
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FIGURE 1-7:

The initial part of
the chronological
table obtained
with your first
prompt and,
below, a new
prompt that
extends the chat.

TIP

REMEMBER

Gemini List the entire history of Google's Al from Bard to today’s models inside ata. 4 Upgrade to Google Al Plus

List the entire history of Google's Al from Bard to today's
models inside a table, mentioning all the tools and models
available over time.

4y Show thinking

Here is the complete history of Google's Al evolution from the initial launch of Bard to the
advanced Gemini models of late 2025,

Google Al History: From Bard to Gemini (2023-2025)

Date Event / Release Underlying key Features & Enosystem Changes

Model
Feb Bard LaMDA Google annaunces Bard as a ienal Al
2023 Announcement experimant to compata with ChatGRT. Initially

redessed to "trusted testers.”

Mar Bard Public LaMDA Bard is released to the public in th
Explain what an Al model is using non-technical language.

+ o< Taels Thinking -

iGemini can make mistakes, inchiding about prapke, sa double-check it Your privecy & Gemini

2. Click the airplane symbol or simply press Enter.

Pressing Enter doesn't break the text and create a new line, so when you need
to go to the next line in a prompt (for example, to create a list) hold down the
Shift key while pressing Enter to prevent instructions from sending before you
finish typing them.

After you send your request, Gemini should include a table in its response as
you requested. In this case, the Export to Sheets option appears near the top
of the table (see Figure 1-8).

If you already use Google Workspace tools — for example, the cloud applications
the company offers — you know that the Sheets app allows you to create spread-
sheets, just like Microsoft Excel. If, on the other hand, you are not yet familiar
with these tools, clicking Export to Sheets ensures that the table transfers to a
Sheets document. You can then open the spreadsheet containing the information
in the table using the appropriate button that appears at the end of the operation
(examples of Google Workspace are discussed in Chapter 9).

This is an example of a basic prompt. Chapter 4 discusses in detail the techniques
and strategies for composing structured and effective prompts, creating a tool
that you can use both to learn this Al query technique and to generate prompts
starting from a simple request.
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FIGURE 1-8:
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down) on an
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options available.
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Managing Gemini’s responses

When you move the mouse pointer over a response’s content, a series of buttons
appears, followed by three vertical dots; each icon displays an identification label
when you hover over it. In this section, you’ll see how to use them to improve the
chatbot user experience.

Good and Bad response

The first two buttons should be familiar to you — the like/dislike icons are found
everywhere. You can click them to register, respectively, a Good or a Bad response,
so Google can improve its Al based on your feedback.

When you provide positive feedback, the system displays a thank-you message to
acknowledge it. Selecting “thumbs down” means you’ll be asked for more details
about your negative rating (refer to Figure 1-8). Clicking More expands the list of
options shown, whereas clicking Other opens a field where you can type details of
the problem you encountered. If you change your mind, rather than sending your
feedback, you can click the X in the upper right corner and close the list, then click
the thumbs-up button instead.
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FIGURE 1-9:

The two
navigation
buttons (bottom
right of the
image) that
appear when you
regenerate
Gemini's
response using
the Redo button.

The Redo option

The two buttons just described are followed by a circular arrow, the Redo button
(see Figure 1-9). You can use this button to request a new response.

Due to its training, generative AI gives responses based on statistical and math-
ematical criteria, each time introducing an element of randomness. This results in
responses that are always different, even when you make the same request. To
explore this aspect further, simply enter the first two paragraphs of this note in a
prompt, enclosed in quotation marks and preceded by “Explain this concept to me
in simple terms.” For example, you can do this after asking Gemini to explain
what an Al model is, as shown back in Figure 1-7, or for any technical concept you
may find unclear.

After clicking Redo, two navigation arrows appear on either side with numbers in
the center (for example, < 2/2 >), which you use to browse all generated responses
(also shown in Figure 1-9). These arrows, like the like/dislike buttons, appear only
for the last response as you continue chatting.

The Result: Always Different

Because the Al's internal dice is rolled every time you submit the request, the machine might pick
a slightly different second word, which then changes the statistical probabilities for the third
word, and so on.

* You give the Al the exact same prompt twice.
* Run 1: The dice roll leads it to pick Word A.

* Run 2: The dice roll leads it to pick the slightly less likely Word B.

This small initial variation cascades, ensuring that even under the same rules, the final result is a
unigue piece of generated text.

Does that explanation of the statistical "rules" combined with the random "creativity dial" make
sense?

o &P C O ¢ < 272

The Sharing option

Recently this option moved from the Chat area to the right corner of the screen,
and it may move again. That said, chats will always have a standard sharing but-
ton. When you click this button, you create a link to share, either privately or
publicly (see Figure 1-10). At the time of this writing, you can also copy and paste
a link to the chat or post it on various social networks (see Figure 1-11), allowing
others to view it simply as any web page or repost it in their own account. You also
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WARNING

FIGURE 1-10:
Conversation
sharing options
available in
Gemini through
the typical icon,
usually shown in
the top right
corner and for
each chat listed in
the left panel.

FIGURE 1-11:
Your Public Links
screen, listing all

the links you

created, with
options to copy
or delete them.

have an option to export the chat content to Google Docs; for those unfamiliar
with it, this is another Workspace tool, comparable to Microsoft Word. You can
also export to a draft message in the Gmail email service. Again, these options
may not be fully or partly available in some countries.

Remember to always share links to your chats responsibly.

Shareable public link

@ Public links can be reshared. Share rasponsibly, delete anytime. If sharing with third-
parties, their palicies apply.

® 0 ©

Linkedin Facebook X Reddit

Gemini

Your public links

Your links are publicly available for as bong as the associated chat is saved in your Gemi
i Apos Aetivity. IF any part of a chat is deleted, its public link i also deleted. Delsting a
link doesn't delete the chat in your Gamini Appe Activity or delete anything you posted
o another site, Learn maore

H Delete all links

CRAFT: Framework per Prompt Engineering

Created April T, 2026 at 06:58 PM
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FIGURE 1-12:
Parts of the
response
highlighted after
verification and
details of the
source used for
verification.

Copy Response and more options

Next to the Share option is the button that allows you to copy the content of a
single reply and paste it into any text document.

Clicking the three dots next to it gives you access to several more options.

The first option starts a Google Search which allows Gemini to verify the accuracy
of the information provided in the response (see Figure 1-12). If the search is suc-
cessful, verified information is highlighted in green and followed by a small
downward arrow, which you can use to find out the source queried and provide
feedback on it if necessary.

If, on the other hand, Gemini finds inaccuracies (for example, due to a “hallucina-
tion”; see the next warning), text is highlighted in red and followed by notes cit-
ing sources that refute that specific piece of information.

When you give the Al a prompt (a request), it doesn't just pick the single most probable word

every time. If it did, all responses would be identical and sound robotic.

« Introducing Variability: To make the text flow naturally and be creative, the Al introduces a

controlled element of “randomness,” often controlled by a setting called temperature. -

+  Alow temperature makes the Al "safe” and more likely to pick the highest-probability
waords (less random).

« A high temperature makes the Al "creative” and more willing to choose words that have
a slightly lower probability (more random). -~

Google Search found similar content, like this:

Temperature in the context of artificial intelligence (Al), particularly in
generative models like language models, is a hyperparameter that control...

R siethicslab.rutgers.edu

Is this link helpful?

Ask Gemini
Y Helpful
+ o= Tools LR Mot helpful v L
Gemnini can make mistakes, including about peaple, so double-check it. Your privacy & Gemin
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WARNING

WARNING

As many figures in this chapter show, a message appears below the prompt field
warning that Gemini may make mistakes in its responses. Again, this is because
of the intrinsic mechanism by which generative AI works due to its training pro-
cess and algorithm. These errors are referred to as hallucinations when they appear
in responses (this term can also be explored in more depth by asking, as usual,
Gemini itself to explain it in simple terms). In addition, responses may contain
outdated information, despite Gemini’s ability to conduct online research. During
tests conducted for this chapter, for example, Gemini included its new model 3
only once in the final part of the chronology generated by the prompt (refer to
Figure 1-7 and Figure 1-8), albeit being available in the chatbot itself.

Other available options may allow you to listen to the response with a synthesized
voice, report a legal issue (for example, the production of dangerous or defama-
tory information, or information that may have infringed a copyright), and the
previously mentioned options for exporting the text to Docs or a Gmail draft. If
legal issues are found, a special Google page appears where you can provide the
relevant information and send the report.

Chat memory and “system memory”

If you decide to continue the conversation as suggested, the Al keeps track of what
has already been discussed. Each chat is a kind of container (actually a sort of web
page) in which you can refer to what was mentioned previously, without having to
provide details again, just as happens during a normal conversation between
humans. The memory of a chat — that is, the space available to continue with
requests and responses — is not unlimited, but Gemini’s is quite large. The chat-
bot will eventually warn you when it exceeds the limits, beyond which the Al
begins to “forget” the initial part of the conversation.

You can, of course, also send your requests in separate chats, which is certainly a
more astute choice when dealing with different and unrelated topics.

When you start using the Gemini chatbot, check that the Keep Activity status in the
left panel is turned on in case you need to save your chat. You may have previously
disabled chat history, for example, to prevent Google from storing location history
or other activities related to your account. If activity tracking is disabled, clicking
New Chat triggers a warning: “Gemini app activity is disabled.” Clicking the
Enable link below this warning opens a window where you can toggle history on
or off (see Figure 1-13). Clicking Delete allows you to delete all your history within
a certain timeframe. You can also browse and manage all past activities in your
account using the list shown on the rest of the page. Of course, you can return to
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FIGURE 1-13:

The Google page
that appears
when you decide
to activate
Gemini's

history (if it's

not already).

TIP

this screen to manage the retention times of your activity history and selectively or
completely delete them as needed.

Google

Gemini Apps Activity

Keep activity

Keeping your activity lets you pick up chats where you left off anytime and helps improve
Google services, including Al models. When this setting is off, Google still saves chats for
72 hours to respond to you and help keep Gemini safe.

~ On =
Turn off
1step
in 18 manths >

Turn off and delete activity X L .

2 steps sur audio and Gemini Live recordings. Oa
Learn more about these sattings
B Google protects your privacy and security. Manage My Activity verification

Delete -

Chat history and temporary chat options

Once you activate chat history, each new chat adds to that history. The Gemini
chatbot displays it all in the left side panel (see Figure 1-14). Gemini automatically
assigns a name to the stored conversation based on its content, but you can
rename it for easier identification. The renaming option — along with those for
sharing the entire chat, pinning it to the top, and deleting it — is available in the
menu that appears when you click the three dots to the left of the chat name (also
shown in Figure 1-14).

Next to New Chat, notice a button showing a dotted speech bubble. You can click
this and start a temporary chat — that is, one whose content is deleted once you
start the next chat. This option is particularly useful when you want to immedi-
ately delete all traces of a conversation containing sensitive data.
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FIGURE 1-14:

The Gemini
chatbot side
panel with a
partial chat
history and, next
to the most
recent one, the
menu showing all
available options.
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Storing chat instructions

More important than the ability to delete information from Gemini’s memory, you
can also store instructions for the chatbot to remember and apply to all your con-
versations. To access, activate, and configure this important feature

1.

Click Settings & Help at the bottom of the left panel and select
Instructions for Gemini (see Figure 1-15).

A new screen appears with a button for adding these instructions, and an
“active” switch in the upper right corner allows you to turn instructions on and
off (see Figure 1-16).

The page also contains an extra button that shows some example instructions
and a brief introductory text. As previously stated, these options may be
slightly different when you read these pages, so just keep in mind the general
directions just described as well as the option names or positions.

Clicking the Show Examples button simply displays a floating panel with a list
of sample instructions.

Click Add.

A window opens in which you can type your personalized instructions for the
chatbot; these are then stored, allowing Gemini to follow them during your
new conversations.
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Gemini 4 Invite a friend PRO (]
Instructions for Gemini ©® ( @)

Share info about your life and preferences to get more helpful responses. Add new
info here or ask Gemini to remember something during a chat.

Show examples '_: [. W Delete all )
e A b -~

Saved today

When my prompts are too vague or lack important details, always ask me questions ta improve .
their effectiveness. .

FIGURE 1-16: | prefer short answers that go straight to the point, but also detailed explanations when | ask

A few for them.
personalized _
instructions and / Edit
the menu to edit o
or delete them
individually.

Delete

To better manage instructions, referred to as system instructions because they apply
to all activities, you may find it useful to group them into separate items. This
allows you to edit or delete each individual item at any time. To change or delete
them, click the three vertical dots to the right of the desired item (refer to
Figure 1-16) and either click Edit or Delete.
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At the time of writing, Google just included a “chat memory” in Gemini. You may
notice it when the chatbot refers to information you have mentioned in past
conversations. Other platforms (the first and most efficient in this area being
ChatGPT), have already extended this feature and made it an important aspect of
chatbot personalization, tailoring it to your Al needs and habits. Hopefully Google
will do the same for its Gemini in the future. Until then, you can update the
Instructions for Gemini section just by telling the chatbot to “remember” some-
thing in the chat itself (you can find these “memories” in the related page as
shown in Figure 1-16).

Choosing Between the Free
and Pro Versions

26

REMEMBER

Like all other companies offering AI freemium platforms, Google attempts to offer
most of its available features and tools in its Al ecosystem to you for free, although
in a limited form. However, the cost of maintaining the related infrastructures is
high, creating the need to limit your access to certain features (usually hourly or
daily) if you don’t have a paid subscription.

Google offers a variety of subscription plans (as shown in Figure 1-17). Features
differ from the free plan and include cloud storage space and credits used for gen-
erating video content with Veo, the AI video generation model that I discuss in the
next section.

The Ultra subscription, the most expensive of all and shown on the right in
Figure 1-17, provides the most power and space, but it is clearly intended for busi-
ness or highly professional users.

The costs of subscription packages usually change over time, as do their features.
Initial offers tend to vary as well — between a free trial month and two months at
a reduced price. In some cases, subscribers are offered an invitation coupon to
share with a limited number of people, allowing them to register with Gemini and
enjoy one or more free months. If you decide to use these offers just to try out the
service, remember to cancel your subscription before the first charge — using a
reminder, if necessary — because costs are automatically charged to whatever
payment system you set up to take advantage of the offer.

Finally, as shown in Figure 1-18, the different subscription tiers (excluding the
cheaper Plus plan) are no longer linked to the number of credits you can use to
generate video content — now 1,000 for all plans except the very expensive
Ultra — whereas cloud storage space (on top of the list) varies considerably among
all tiers.
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FIGURE 1-17:
Google Al
subscription
packages
available at this
book’s writing.
They may change,
so always consult
the official page
for updated
prices

and features.

FIGURE 1-18:
Details of the
subscription
plans from Plus
to Ultra showing
the number of
credits and
storage space.
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One feature not mentioned in the list of different packages is so-called Gems (see
Figure 1-19), a kind of personalized chatbot, which I discuss in Chapter 4. Google
initially made some Gems available to handle specific activities such as brain-
storming, text review, and more. The most interesting one, introduced in the
summer of 2025, is Storybook, which allows you to generate entire illustrated
books from a prompt (discussed in Chapter 5).
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Because they’re free, users often register more than one Google account, thus tak-
ing advantage of Al use, because you can use Gemini on multiple accounts and
increase access to limited features in the free tier. Google’s entry subscription
TIP plan, called Plus, often includes a free initial month or two at an even cheaper
price, thus allowing users to try some of the premium features before deciding if
this or even more expensive plans are worth the money. In any case, the goal of
freemium philosophy (a cross between free and premium, paid) is precisely to con-
vince users to embrace paid packages after having “tasted” the features on offer.

At the time of writing, Google’s most powerful free AI model (currently Gemini 3)
includes daily prompt limits, which, once met, generate a warning informing you

OAO,

Y, that you can no longer submit prompts for a set period. Given this, consider doing
tecunicar  the following:

STUFF

¥ Use the most powerful model for creating complex content, such as the
meta-prompts discussed in Chapter 4.

¥ Use basic models for simpler tasks, such as applying meta-prompts in new
chats. At present, these models are more than capable of handling such tasks.

¥ Consider a paid subscription for professional work. This reduces prompt
limitations and eliminates the need to switch frequently between models,
even though daily usage will still not be unlimited.
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Discovering Multimodality

FIGURE 1-20:
The prompt field
with the Nano
Banana image
tool active. Note
the presence of
an experimental
tool at the
bottom

of the menu.

A hallmark of the digital age, multimodality, is the practice of combining multiple
forms of communication that can include video, audio, images, and text. Its pur-
pose is to help people interact and create meaning — something that Google
Gemini offers in spades.

As I mention in the previous section, activating a subscription unlocks certain
features, whereas others already available in the free version are extended in their
use. For example, the image editing feature (see Figure 1-20) or the use of the
more powerful model Gemini 3 (both introduced in 2025 and rapidly enhanced
before the end of that year) are just two features available without a subscription,
but with limitations on the number of requests that you can send daily.

The image editing feature, nicknamed Nano Banana, actually evolved from the
Gemini 2.5 Flash model, with the term “image” added to define its role. This
model improves Gemini’s image generation capabilities by adding the ability to
modify images. For example, you can mix elements from different images into a
new image or edit details of the original image while preserving its original fea-
tures, thus improving consistency.

Hello, Bonaventura

Describe your image
+ 23 Image X Fast v L]

€ Deep Research

1

Create videos (Veo 3.1)

Create images @

@

Canvas

B

Guided Learning

=

Dynamic view 4 Labs
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Gemini’s multimodal AI can manage multimedia content in two ways:

3 Inbound: By attaching it to the prompt or capturing it live

3 Outbound: Generating it from scratch using text descriptions and/or based
on attached files

For example, by attaching an image and using the necessary instructions, you
can analyze the image's characteristics and use them to generate similar
images. You can also extract information from a complex PDF file containing
both text and images, or even analyze video and audio files.

You’ll explore features like these in Chapter 4. As for Gemini’s generation fea-
tures, they are as follows:

3 Image generation. In November 2025, Nano Banana further evolved to its
Pro version, with an even greater consistency between generated images
containing the same subject and other general graphics improvements.

By the time this book reaches you, the model will have surely further
improved, along with all other Google models and tools.

3 Video generation. Another evolutionary leap in Gemini’s multimodal
capabilities, video generation is obtainable both from images and through
simple instructions (see Figure 1-21), with the third version (Veo 3) having
been released in the summer of 2025 and updated further to 3.1 in the fall.
This new generative model for video, available only to subscribers at the time
of writing, has blown away the competition by the introduction of an
audio track.

Generated videos are managed using credits, which, as | note earlier, initially
vary in quantity depending on the type of subscription (refer to Figure 1-18).
For example, the basic subscription plan allows the creation of just two videos
REMEMBER per day. Video duration and resolution are also linked to the type of subscrip-
tion. Unfortunately, these limits are not clearly indicated in the options listed
in the different types of subscription, at least at the time of writing.

3 Audio generation. As you'll see in the dedicated insights, audio — or rather,
speech synthesis — plays another important role in Gemini’s multimodal
features and in NotebookLM (another platform that uses the same Al and
discussed in Chapter 2). For example, you can generate a sort of podcast,
called Audio Overview, in both platforms from attached or generated content,
using a command that appears after file processing (see Figure 1-22).
Although unavailable in the Gemini free or Plus plan, you can access it in
NotebookLM even in the free version. Conversely, you can analyze and
transcribe (or synthesize) an audio file by attaching it and then requesting its
processing with a prompt. For speech synthesis, you can use your computer’s
microphone or mobile device to “talk” with Gemini's Al in real time — an
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FIGURE 1-21:
The video
generation tool
available in the
paid version of
Gemini,

based on Veo.

FIGURE 1-22:
The generation
of an Audio
Overview from a
PDF document in
the free version
of NotebookLM.
Note the Audio
Overview tool,
listed first in the
Studio panel on
the right.

aspect explored in more detail when | discuss the mobile app at the end of
this chapter. You can also dictate your instructions instead of typing them, or
“listen” to the answers obtained in a text chat. In all these cases, Gemini
transcribes the audio of the voice conversation for you to consult at your
convenience.
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WARNING

REMEMBER

The creation and use of multimedia content is a sensitive matter; you must not
infringe upon copyrights, ethical standards, or legal rights — including privacy.
Gemini often displays a warning to this effect before allowing you to use corre-
sponding tools. In some cases, it prevents you generating multimedia content if it
identifies elements in the prompt (or in the source file) that may violate condi-
tions for the use of the tools on the platform, such as descriptions of sex or violence.

Gemini supports attachments and conversations in many languages. However,
while being inherently multilingual, most generative AI models are primarily
trained on English datasets. Consequently, performance is often superior in
English, thus allowing mother tongue or native English speakers to make the
most of this technology. Also, it’s important to know that even when using other
languages, English remains the central internal bridge for translation and
processing.

Exploring Gemini and Google Applications

FIGURE 1-23:
First access
to Google
applications
connected
to Gemini.

Google manages and makes available to you an entire ecosystem of applications
(both on desktop and mobile devices). It was just a matter of time before its Al
technology gradually influenced and eventually became part of the apps.

Clicking Apps from the settings that appear from the bottom of the left sidebar of
the chatbot, you can access the secondary address gemini.google.com/app,
which opens a welcome banner (see Figure 1-23) inviting you to explore this eco-
system interconnected with Google’s Al
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Available apps

These applications (referred to simply as apps in this context) should already be
quite familiar to you, especially Gmail, Calendar, and Workspace. You’ll also find
YouTube (including the Music version) and other minor but popular apps dedi-
cated to travel and tourism such as Google Maps, Hotels, and Flights.

You can also see these applications are divided into categories on the settings
page: Productivity, Media, and Other (refer to Figure 1-23).

If you want to access settings for Google apps (including their connection to Gem-
ini), you’ll find you can only fully manage them using Chrome, the company’s
official browser. In other browsers, including Edge, they may not be fully avail-
able. Furthermore, during the first draft of this chapter, Google made the Travel
item available, but later removed it; but you may still find it when you access these
Google apps settings. As I continue to point out, changes in options and tools are
inevitable during this AI’s ongoing evolution.

Enabling apps

Although some apps are already connected to Gemini by default, you can only
enable others using a toggle (shown on the upper right of Figure 1-24). Upon first
activation, as usual, a temporary confirmation window appears, providing basic
information and a link to the page explaining how personal data is managed
(which, as you discover Chapter 12, is often used to train AI).

The possibilities for using Gemini in Google apps are virtually unlimited, but it is
easy to get an overview (as shown in Figure 1-25) by prompting Gemini with a
request such as:

Provide an overview of how Gemini integrates with the Google ecosystem,
including Workspace, Gmail, YouTube, and Maps. Please summarize the potential
use cases and functionalities in a table.

You can also invoke apps directly in the prompt using the @ symbol (see
Figure 1-25), combining them with the instructions in your request, which in this
case are executed by using the selected applications. Depending on the apps avail-
able, you can, for example, call up YouTube as a source for a search, Maps to find
accommodation or restaurants, Calendar to check availability of free times and
dates and enter appointments, and so on. Results may not always be optimal, and
in some cases your requests may even return an error of unavailability, but the
quality of responses is often related to the search context. Furthermore, in
Gemini’s free plan, the use of this tool is also limited, as it is with other
advanced features.
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FIGURE 1-24:

An example of
apps in the
Productivity and
Media categories
that you can
connect to
Gemini, the
former mainly
from Google
Workspace.

FIGURE 1-25:
The prompt that
produced an
overview of
Gemini's use in
Google apps.
Note how the @
character “calls”
the apps when
used in the
prompt field.
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In Part 3, you’ll use Gemini in conjunction with various Google apps, executing
tasks that involve NotebookLM and other AI tools. Practicing with different tools
provides a more comprehensive overview of Google Al ecosystem’s practical use.
An entire chapter would probably not be enough to describe the countless possi-
bilities for using Gemini in the context of Google apps, and a complete guide
would probably require an entire book. However, as you will see in Part 3, this tool
is extremely intuitive to use and, as you will discover in Chapter 3, you can get
help from Gemini’s Al by sharing your screen with the chatbot and talking with it
in real time about any computer activity. This also applies to the Gemini app on
mobile devices, discussed in the next section.

The Gemini Mobile App

FIGURE 1-26:
The Gemini app
in the Apple
store; note the
large number of
ratings and the
positive score.

REMEMBER

In addition to the web chatbot, you can also use Gemini as a mobile app on smart-
phones and tablets. You download the app from the Apple store (see Figure 1-26)
or Android store, based on your smartphone or tablet operating system.
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with Nano Banana personal Al assistant anything you see

Of course, features and options in the mobile version of Gemini (shown in
Figure 1-27) may differ from the desktop version — that is, the one accessible
from the web. Still, the app offers some features specifically designed for use on
mobile devices, thus making it useful for certain tasks, especially those using the
device’s camera. You’ll learn more about them in Chapter 4.
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FIGURE 1-27:
Three
screenshots of
the Gemini
mobile app
(Android version),
including the
main screen (a),
with the
expanded sidebar
(b) and the
available tools for
the prompt (c).

As shown in the three screenshots in Figure 1-27, you display the left side panel
containing the chat history and other options (center image) by tapping the three
horizontal lines in the upper left corner (left and right images). Meanwhile, you
access available options for querying the chatbot by tapping the Tools button next
to the + sign at the bottom left of the prompt field (left image).
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As you can see, the mobile app is almost identical to the web (and desktop) version
in its use, excluding, of course, some specific features that I discuss in more detail

at the end of Chapter 4.

36  PART 1 Getting Started with Google Al Tools



