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The routing of golf holes and the design of golf courses must be approached with the hands-on participa-
tion of a professional golf course architect. No book can possibly provide a complete how-to manual for
such a complex undertaking. Each individual project comes with its own set of circumstances, and these
must be researched and evaluated by a professional engaged specifically for that project. This book is
intended to serve only as a guide for those involved or interested in the subject of routing golf courses.

The author and contributors express general opinions and offer typical guidelines, customary practices,
and examples. The publisher, author, or contributors will not be held liable for any representation made,
regardless of its form, accuracy, or intent.

Included within this edition are designs, architectural plans, photo representations, and names of golf
holes, features, and courses. They are reproduced to support the educational nature of this subject mat-
ter. Regardless of their format, such representations may have associated copyright, trademark, patent,
design patent, and trade dress protection. All designs, architectural plans, photo representations, and
names of golf holes, features, and courses included should be presumed the intellectual property of the
golf course architects, planners, architects, engineers, owners, developers, agencies, or organizations
responsible for their creation. Accordingly, they may not be copied, implemented, or integrated with
other plans without express consent. The presence, or lack thereof, of copyright, trademark, patent, or
design patent information associated with photos, drawings, diagrams, or descriptions does not necessarily
constitute the full extent of ownership or rights that may exist.

This book is printed on acid-free paper. o

Copyright © 2002 by John Wiley & Sons. All rights reserved.

Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., Hoboken, New Jersey.
Published simultaneously in Canada.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning or otherwise, except as
permitted under Sections 107 or 108 of the 1976 United States Copyright Act, without either the prior
written permission of the Publisher, or authorization through payment of the appropriate per-copy fee
to the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, (978) 750-8400, fax
(978) 750-4470, or on the web at www.copyright.com. Requests to the Publisher for permission should be
addressed to the Permissions Department, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030,
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fitness for a particular purpose. No warranty may be created or extended by sales representatives or written
sales materials. The advice and strategies contained herein may not be suitable for your situation. You
should consult with a professional where appropriate. Neither the publisher nor the author shall be
liable for any loss of profit or any commercial damages, including but not limited to special, incidental,
consequential, or other damages.
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To my father, 

who taught me to persevere,

and who watched the Golf Channel 

in his final days,

reporting all he could to a son 

who was busy writing.
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ix

t is certainly a privilege to be able to write the foreword to
Forrest Richardson’s grand work, Routing the Golf Course. Forrest’s decision
to take on this most demanding project goes to show his tremendous com-
mitment to his craft. This work will surely become recognized as the most
complete study of an oft overlooked attribute of a golf course. Forrest
carefully blends core information, historical references, personal experi-
ences, enlightening interviews, and much of the wisdom of Jack Snyder,
his mentor and inspiration.

In my conversation with Forrest in Hole 12, I admit that my appreciation
of golf course design blossomed only after I had given up full-time tourna-
ment play on the the PGA Tour. After time spent as a director of golf at a
challenging Charles Banks course (Forsgate in New Jersey) and at a George
Thomas masterpiece (Riviera), I had a much greater admiration for those
ladies and gentlemen who strive to create challenging but enjoyable golf
courses. I do regret not keeping a detailed record of all the courses I
played around the world; I suppose I was too busy trying to finish at the top
of the leaderboard!

Few golf course designers become household names, but that doesn’t
stop many talented and focused individuals from pursuing their dreams 
of designing and building wonderful golf courses that can be enjoyed by
golfers of all abilities.

I can imagine Forrest’s book not only inspiring and informing a poten-
tial golf course architect, planner, or developer, but also helping all golfers
better understand and appreciate the layout of any course they might play
— perhaps to the benefit of their score!

I’m sure you will relish the opportunity to add to your knowledge of golf
course architecture. Enjoy the book, and good golfing!

— PETER OOSTERHUIS

Foreword
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xiii

here are 35,000 golf courses across the world, and it’s my
guess that among the 50 million golfers who occupy their fairways, it is a
rare instance to hear one say something along the lines of “Gee, the rout-
ing of this course is very interesting.” Quite simply, the routing of golf
courses is taken mostly for granted. The process of getting from point A to
point B in a round, one of the unique aspects of this beloved game, is
overshadowed by the happenings of each individual hole, that breathtak-
ing view at the par-3, or all of the individual and minute events that are
piled together to make up a complete round of golf. Routing is something
that golfers are subconsciously aware of, but never to the point that it can
be appreciated on its own merit. A golf course might feel right — but why?

Routing is the anatomy of a golf course, and a golf course is the frame-
work for the entire game on a given day in the life of a golfer. Of all the
millions of individual components that go into golf, the routing is the glue
that holds them in place. It is a common thread that ties the beginning
with the end, attaches each hole to the next, and supports the golfer to
make a mark, be it good or not-so-good. Even though years of opinion may
finally spell the end of a disliked bunker on a course, or some grand old
tree dies, or a new lake is added, the routing will almost always endure.
When neighborhoods once full of children are redeveloped into neighbor-
hoods full of the children of the children who grew up there, the golf
course that winds its way beside these homes will, very likely, begin at the
same point and go in the identical direction it did on the day it first
opened for play. It is rare to see a golf course significantly rerouted, and
there is a good explanation for this: It is costly. Just as you cannot easily
change the anatomy of a living person, you cannot easily change the anato-
my of a living golf course. Yes, of course you can alter its appearance and
shift a few things around. But generally, you have only so much space to
work with, and where the holes go is where they will continue to go.

The effect of routing is powerful. It is a rather permanent condition. As
such, it occupies an important part of the design of golf courses—far more
important than typically regarded. In my work as a golf course architect, I
have seen routing plans that were expertly created and also plenty that
look as if they had been thrown together at the last minute. What a shame.
To take such a precious part of the game—the treasure map we provide
the golfer—and assume that things will work themselves out once the
magic of the bulldozers is performed and the bare ground disappears to
unveil shades of green turf.

I think of golf courses as snowflakes—no two exactly alike. And why?
The answer has considerably more to do with routing than any other vari-
able. In the mathematical realm, two golf holes on earth do have a sporting
chance of being nearly identical. As evidence, take a look at the extreme

Introduction
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efforts to construct replica holes in the past few years. Some developers
have gone to tremendous lengths to have a famous golf hole sophisticated-
ly mapped and, once it is recreated in another place, to then detail the
entire setting right down to the identical species of vegetation and the
exact type of sand used in the bunkers. But how many entire golf courses
do you suppose will ever be successfully cloned?

The ingredients that make routings so crucial and influential are the set-
ting of a golf course together with its climate and the hundreds of other
details of a particular locale. Multiply those specifics by the multitude of
options in the sequence and the unfolding of golf holes as they link togeth-
er on a particular day, and you will begin to appreciate the command of a
routing plan. No matter how you dissect it, when we speak of routing, we
are speaking of a journey. And no two journeys can ever be the same.

Although this book has a narrow focus— golf course routing —it remained
my goal throughout the writing to apply the information to a wide range of
readers. The content is not solely directed to the golf course architects,
land planners, and landscape architects who are often first on the scene
when it comes to looking at land for a golf course, although I admit this
was tempting. Nor was the makeup aimed only toward land developers,
home builders, resort operators, golf management companies, and politi-
cians, even though it is their great influence that more often than not
defines a completed golf course. The writing is geared to the golf enthusi-
ast. Every so often, you will find the text interrupted to examine the game
itself. This is by design. Most of the people I meet who are connected with
golf share a fascination with the overall experience of the game. To present
thoughts about golf course routing and to not send a periscope up to look
around at the many facets of the game would be a disservice.

Much has been written about golf course routing, although most of it
falls within isolated chapters in books of broader topic or, occasionally, in
articles and opinions from early golf architects. I am indebted to the writers
before me and have expounded on their thinking and wisdom with the
greatest possible care and regard.

I hope that once you have “played through” this book, it comes more
naturally for you to distinguish good routings from bad, and great from not
bad. But this objective in understanding routing remains only part of the
plan. That there will be a greater push for excellence when it comes to golf
course routing is the ultimate goal.

In a game where the participants move from one short act to another,
it’s essential to have an infinite understanding of what goes into making
this progression work. Among my favorite adjectives, a golf course routing
can be “intriguing,” “exciting,” “mysterious,” “beautiful,” “efficient,” “safe,”
“challenging,” and “dramatic.” The list continues . . . and keep in mind
there is an opposite for each and every word you can possibly think of!

To route means to direct. An expanded definition will very often go a step
further: “to divert in a specified direction along an intended path.”

How lucky we are to be a part of a game in which the limits of play are
defined not only by a very specialized form of architecture but also by the
customized story that gets written each and every time a player makes his
or her way from beginning to end. What a bore it would be if we did not
have this topic to consider.

xiv Routing the Golf Course
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xv

f the truth be known, I planned only 14 chapters when
this book was in process, but by classifying the guest writings solicited to
complete the topic as full-fledged chapters, it became possible to rein-
force a theme with 18 tidy chapters — referred to as holes — and a most
essential “19th Hole.” Beyond this bit of trivia, there are really only seven
things that will be helpful for the reader to know: 

1. The book is divided into four sections, each consisting of groupings of
“holes” that may be thought of as chapters. The book is arranged this
way by design. It helps to recall topics in groups, just as golf holes can
often be recalled better by this method.

2. “The Opening,” which consists of Holes 1 through 6, is a background
and sets the stage. Some readers may have a good handle on this, but I
encourage reading it anyway.

3. “Making the Turn,” which consists of Holes 7 through 9, comprises
information essential to any good understanding of routing.

4. “The Heart,” which consists of Holes 10 through 15, is really the how-
to portion (but I would not suggest skipping right to it.)

5. “The Finish,” which consists of Holes 16 through 18 plus the “19th
Hole,” is a collection of advice on presenting, wisdom on a variety of
routing topics, and final thoughts on the future of golf courses and
routing. Like all real-world 19th Holes, this area is a place to ponder
and reflect. 

6. Intermingled within this “round” is a collection of short stories based
on real-life personal experiences. I hope the stories break up the mate-
rial in a positive way. If any of these seem uninteresting to you, by all
means feel free to skip ahead.

7. This book’s outer margins have been put to use. Here you will find
interesting quotes, facts, and trivia.

Using This Book

I
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