
This book, by two reporters at one newspaper, would not have been
possible without the generous support, encouragement, and sacrifice
from multiple corners of that newspaper, the Los Angeles Times.

We offer thanks first to our coworkers in the Times’s Washington
bureau who covered for us and counseled us through the past year.

This effort started with words of guidance—and a grant of 
time—from our bureau chief, Doyle McManus. His deputy, Tom
McCarthy, worked the levers of the bureau and the paper to make the
project possible.

At a critical moment they suggested we consult with Richard
Cooper, a senior editor at the Times, who is both a critical thinker and
a gifted wordsmith. Dick worked his magic on our rough prose, and
his efforts, often on weekends and squeezed in between other projects
and out-of-town hockey games, made this a far better book.

Aaron Zitner and Don Woutat, our Washington desk editors, 
dramatically improved several initial stories that formed the basis for
key parts of this book. Colleagues on the White House beat, Ed
Chen, Warren Vieth, and Jim Gerstenzang, paid a steep price for our
distraction—and they did so with generosity and class.
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Those reporters, along with several others at the Times and other
news organizations, helped us understand how to write about this
administration and its operation. In addition to the White House team,
the other reporters who worked with us on individual stories cited in
this volume include Alan C. Miller, who helped reveal the role that
GOP corporate backers played in making and influencing policy. In
addition, the authors wish to thank Nicholas Riccardi, Julie Cart,
Maura Reynolds, Janet Hook, Sonni Efron, and Henry Weinstein. The
Washington bureau’s former office manager, Alison McIntyre, pro-
vided logistical and psychological support throughout the year, as did
the paper’s technology experts, Phil Ruiz and Jim Robinson.

This largeness of spirit—and the consistent interest in diving deep
into the stories of our time—reflects the priorities at the helm of a
great newspaper. Our thanks to those at the top—Dean Baquet, John
Carroll, Scott Kraft, and Doug Frantz.

We are indebted to several readers, commentators, other holders
of strong opinions whose feedback and support proved crucial: Bill
Adair; Ellie Hamburger; Eric Black; Lawrence Jacobs; Bruce Freed;
Mike  Hamburger; Tom, Sharon, and Scott Wallsten; Jen Sermoneta;
Tania Ralli; and an executive branch official who examined our man-
uscript in great detail yet asked to be unnamed. Mike Wakeford
weighed in from Chicago with crucial impressions and opinions that
could only come from a Chapel Hill native and blog aficionado.
Stacey Bosshardt offered keen and witty insights into the evolving for-
tunes of the conservative movement and baked the occasional tasty
brisket. Thanks to Brad Snyder for his legal expertise and author com-
miseration and Leora Kahn for advice on book promotion and Web
design.

Researching a book about Republicans in power demands a lot
from Republicans in power, particularly at a time when openness and
transparency are not valued in that world. We wish to think those who
helped us, particularly those public-spirited staffers who took our
calls, arranged interviews (or tried to arrange them), and provided
documents, PowerPoint presentations, and inside perspectives.

The senior staff of the Bush White House did not cooperate in
the preparation of this book, but the staff in the press office was, as
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always, friendly, good-natured, and professional. We owe a special
debt to some present and former administration and party officials
who took time to explain the intricacies of the executive branch, the
White House, the Republican Party, the Bush family, or just politics
in general. In addition, there were those who were frequent visitors 
to that world or who have studied it closely. We include in this broad
category: Stanton Anderson, Michael Baroody, Sally Bradshaw, 
Deborah Burstion-Donbraye, Chris Butler, Mike Casey, John Milton
Cooper Jr., Valerie Ervin, Ben Ginsberg, Todd Harris, David Johnson
(the one in Tallahassee), Brian Jones, Larry Kanter, Adam Levine,
Paul Light, Bill Patterson, the Reverend Eugene Rivers, Justin Sayfie,
Eric Schaeffer, Tracey Schmitt, Darrell Shull, Beth Solomon,
Andrew Stern, Cory Tilley, Dirk Van Dongen, Patricia Westwater,
and Adrian Wooldridge. Several former colleagues and current
friends deserve credit for providing us entrée into the rarified realm of
the Bush family operations in Washington, Texas, and Florida, and
working with us on many of the stories that filtered their way into the
thinking behind this book. Others have served as important sounding
boards for ideas. We thank John Harwood, Jerry Seib, Alan Murray,
Glenn Simpson, and Phil Kuntz at the Wall Street Journal, along with
Lesley Clark at the Miami Herald and Lucy Morgan and Tim Nick-
ens at the St. Petersburg Times, Diane Roberts of many affiliations,
Manuel Roig-Franzia at the Washington Post, Brian Crowley at the
Palm Beach Post, and Johanna Neuman, Deborah Nelson, Mark
Mazzetti, and Bob Drogin at the Los Angeles Times.

The authors believe that their work on this project was split evenly.
But we cannot overstate the role of a third reporter, Benjamin Weyl, a
Grinnell College student and former research intern at the Los Angeles
Times. Ben helped investigate several initial stories and fact-checked
the entire manuscript. Another former intern, Emma Schwartz, pro-
vided research assistance for an initial story on the White House faith-
based initiative. Our understanding of this area was aided greatly by
conversations with Representative Chet Edwards and his staff, Robert
Wineburg, and Anne Farris and the staff of the Roundtable on Religion
and Social Welfare Policy. Steven Hill provided an important private
tutorial on the Republican edge in winner-take-all electoral politics.
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Joe Garcia and Noam Neusner offered thoughtful insights into 
the increasingly complicated worlds of Latino and Jewish politics,
respectively.

This book was launched, literally, by our literary agent, Sandra
Dijkstra, who also emerged as an editor, a provocateur, and a friend.
We were helped throughout by Sandy and her colleagues, including
Elise Capron and Kevan Lyon.

Our editor at Wiley, Eric Nelson, has our deep gratitude. He
believed in this project from the outset, shaped it in its early days, and
continued to guide us in important ways throughout the process.
Thanks, as well, to Kimberly Monroe-Hill, the production editor at
Wiley, who was both rigorous and flexible in her zeal to publish this
work in a timely fashion, despite several revisions requested by the
authors.

Our deepest debt is to our families and friends, who endured our
wildly changing moods and around-the-clock working—but did so with
humor and only occasional expressions of regret. It must be said that
Ellie was somehow always upbeat, willing to read and reread manu-
script drafts, even while practicing medicine, cooking gourmet meals,
and keeping an often disheveled half of this author team on track.

This book is dedicated to Tom’s children, Lily and Ben,  a contin-
ual source of inspiration for their dad, and to Peter’s parents, Tom
and Sharon, and brother Scott, who nurtured and enabled a political
junkie’s addiction from early on and later never doubted success in
the face of life’s obstacles.
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