
Index

A
a (letter), pronunciation, 6–8
a (personal a), 105, 154–157
a (preposition), 154–157
a él / a ella, 110–111
abrazar, 193
accent marks, 8–9, 21–22
adjectives

adverbs from, 91–95, 97
apocopated, 82–83
that change meaning, 84–85
comparisons with, 98–99
demonstrative, 87–89
and gender, 77–81
nationality, 79–80
in negative sentence, 202
number and, 81–82
placement of, 82–84
possessive, 85–87
superlatives, 100
types of, 85–89
use of, 76–85
from verbs, 90

adverbial expressions, 263–265
adverbs. See also comparisons

comparisons with, 100–102
forming from adjectives, 91–95
intensifiers, 97
of manner, 96
modifying adjectives or adverbs, 97
placement in sentences, 95–97
shortened, 97
of time, 95–96

affirmative commands
irregular verb forms, 194
with reflexive pronouns, 192, 194
regular verb forms, 189–191
tú, 184–187
usted/ustedes, 188
vosotros, 187–188

affirmative words, 197

agradar (to please), 114
algo, 197
alguien, 197
algún, 83, 202
alguno(s)/alguna(s), 83, 197
allá, 89
AllExperts, 212
allí, 89
almorzar, 190
amusements vocabulary, 227–228
–ando (ending), 39
animal vocabulary, 218
apocopated adjectives, 82–83
aquel/aquella, 88–89
aquél/aquélla, 182
aquello, 182
aquellos/aquellas, 88–89
aquéllos/aquéllas, 88–89, 182
aquí, 89
–ar verbs, 32, 119, 137

command forms, 186, 187, 188, 
190, 232

imperfect tense, 136–138, 232
past participle, 90, 232
present participle, 39, 40
present tense, 34–35, 232
preterite tense, 118–119, 121–125, 

231
stem-changing, 55, 58–59, 246–247

articles
changing, 14–15
definite/indefinite, 10, 11, 12, 19
suffix changes, 14–16

B
b (letter), pronunciation, 5
bastante, 83
bastar (to suffice, to be enough), 114
bien, 84, 94, 95
The Big Red Book of Spanish Idioms, 211
body vocabulary, 218–219
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books, 211–212
bueno, 83, 94, 101
building vocabulary, 224–225
buscar (to search for), 193

C
c (letter), pronunciation, 2, 3
C-NOTE acronym, 62–63
caer (to fall), 51, 125, 243–244
caerse (to fall down), 194
–car, verbs ending in, 122–124, 189
cargar (to load), 193
case (pronoun), 25–29
cause and effect, idiomatic expressions 

for, 260–261
ch (letter), alphabetization in 

dictionaries, 6
clothing vocabulary, 220
cognates, 2–3, 8
comer (to eat), 36, 120, 190, 232–233
comma, in numbers, 45
commands

irregular verbs, 184, 185
regular verbs, 184–186, 190
stem-changing verbs, 190
tú form, 184–187
usted/ustedes form, 188–194
verb charts, 230–256
verbs ending in –go, 189, 191
verbs ending in –zco, 189, 191
verbs with spelling changes, 

189, 193
vosotros form, 186–187
with reflexive pronouns, 192, 194
yo form, 189, 191, 193–194

¿cómo?, 69, 71
comparisons of equality, 99
comparisons, 98–102, 206. See also 

adverbs
compound nouns, 22
compound prepositions, 169–170
compound words, 22
con (preposition), 161–162, 181
The Concise American Heritage 

Larousse Spanish Dictionary, 211
conclusions, idiomatic expressions 

for, 259

conjugation, 31, 32, 33, 34–37, 
230–256. See also irregular verbs; 
regular verbs; specific verbs

conjunctions, 43–44, 202–203
conmigo, 181
conocer (to know), 52, 63, 145, 191
consonants, 1–6
construir (to build), 126
contrasts, idiomatic expression for, 260
crema (accent mark), 4
cruzar (to cross), 124
¿cuál?/¿cuáles?, 69, 70, 72
cuando (when), joining verbs with, 

149–150
¿cuándo?, 69, 71
¿cuánto(s)?/¿cuánta(s?), 69, 72, 73

D
d (letter), pronunciation, 5
dar (to give), 48, 133, 194, 236–237
days of the week vocabulary, 161, 221
de (preposition), 157–159, 169–170
¿de quién?, 158
decir (to say, tell), 131–132, 185, 191, 

253–254
DEEMMMS acronym, 165–168
defender (to defend), 56
definite articles, 10, 11, 19
del, 159
demasiado, 93, 94
demonstrative adjectives, 87–89
demonstrative pronouns, 181–182
desaparecer (to disappear), 191
Deuber, Julianne

1001 Spanish Pitfalls, 211
diéresis (accent mark), 4
dipthongs, 7–8
direct object, 103, 104–105
direct object pronouns, 103, 105–108, 

117, 155–156
distances, demonstrative adjectives 

and, 89
diversions vocabulary, 227–228
doler (to pain), 114
¿dónde?, 69
dormir (to sleep), 127, 251–252
dormirse (to fall asleep), 194
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double consonants, pronunciation, 2
double negatives, 199
double object sentences, 114–116

E
e (conjunction), 44
e (letter), pronunciation, 7–8
e to i stem change, 61, 127–128, 

252–253
e to ie stem change, 55–58, 127, 

247–248
él/ella, 27, 28, 29, 37, 38, 39, 86, 177
el/la, 11, 14, 19
ellos/ellas, 27, 28, 29, 37, 38, 39, 

72, 177
en (in, on), (preposition), 160–161
English subject case pronouns, 

25–26, 28–29
equality, comparisons of, 99
–er verbs, 32, 120, 138, 232–233

command forms, 186, 187, 188, 
190, 233

imperfect tense, 138–139, 233
irregular yo form, 4, 49–51
past participle, 90, 232
present participle, 39–40
present tense, 35–36, 232
preterite tense, 120, 125, 232
stem-changing, 49–50, 51, 56–57

escribir (to write), 37, 121, 190, 
233–234

ése/ésa, 182
ese(s)/esa(s), 89
eso, 182
esos/esas, 89
ésos/ésas, 182
estar (to be), 39, 49, 62–63, 194, 

237–238
este/esta, 89
éste/ésta, 182
esto, 182
estos/estas, 89
éstos/éstas, 182
exclamation point (!), 45
explicar (to explain), 193

F
f (letter), pronunciation, 4
faltar (to be lacking), 114
family vocabulary, 221
feminine nouns, 11–19
first person, 27, 28–29
501 Spanish Verbs (Kendris and 

Kendris), 211
food vocabulary, 221
formal “you,” 27, 28–29

G
g (letter), pronunciation, 3–4, 121
–gar, verbs ending in, 121–122, 189
gender

and adjectives, 77–81
article and suffix changes, 11–12
basic rules of, 12–14
compound nouns, 22
definite articles, 10, 11, 19
demonstrative adjectives, 87–89
indefinite articles, 10, 12, 19
irregularities, 16–18
of nouns, 10–22
number and plurality, 19–22
possessive adjectives, 85–87
subject pronouns, 25–29

–go verbs, 49–51, 189, 191
grande, 83–84, 101
gustar (to please), 111–113

H
h (letter), pronunciation, 4–5
hablar (to speak), 35, 119, 190, 

231–232
hacer (to make/to do), 49, 130, 

150–152, 185, 191, 238–239
hard g, pronunciation, 4, 121
health vocabulary, 218–219
Holt, Marion Peter

1001 Spanish Pitfalls, 211
home vocabulary, 222–223
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I
i (letter), pronunciation, 7, 8
i to y change, preterite tense, 125–126
i-stem verbs, 130–131
idiomatic expressions, 145–146, 

150–152, 168–169, 257–267
–iendo (ending), 39
imperfect tense

indicators, 142–143
irregular verbs, 140–141
regular verbs in, 136–140
usage, 141–142
use with preterite tense, 148–150
verb charts, 230–256
verbs that change meaning in, 

145–147
indefinite articles, 10, 12, 19
indirect objects, 103, 104, 108–109
indirect object pronouns, 108–114, 

117, 155–156
inferiority comparison, 98–99
infinitives, 31–32, 41, 52, 116, 163, 

170–171
informal “you,” 27, 28–29
intensifiers, adverbs, 97
Internet resources, 212
interrogative pronouns, 69–72
ir (to go), 47, 132, 140, 185, 194, 

234–235
–ir verbs, 32, 120, 138

command forms, 186, 187, 188, 
190, 234

imperfect tense, 138, 139–140, 234
past participle, 90, 233
present participle, 39–40, 233
present tense, 36–37, 232–233
preterite tense, 120–121, 

125–126, 232
stem-changing, 57–58, 126–128, 

247–248, 251–254
irregular affirmative tú commands, 

185–186
irregular adverbs, 94–95
irregular comparisons, 101–102
irregular verbs

command forms, 185–186, 194
common, 47–48
confusing verbs, 62–65

imperfect tense, 140–141
i-stem verbs, 130–131
j-stem verbs, 131–132
overview, 46, 94–95
present tense, 46–66
preterite tense, 128–133
stem-changing verbs, 54–61
u-stem verbs, 129–130
verb charts, 234–256
in yo form, 48–54, 121–126

i-stem verbs, 130–131

J
j (letter), pronunciation, 4
j-stem verbs, 131–132
jamás, 197
joven, 101
jugar (to play [a sport or game]), 

60, 190, 193, 250–251

K
k (letter), pronunciation, 1, 3
Kendris, Christopher and Theodore

501 Spanish Verbs, 211

L
la/el, 11, 14, 19
lavar (to wash), 175
lavarse (to wash oneself), 177, 194
le/les, 110, 115–116
Learn-Spanish-Language, 212
Lingolex, 212
ll (letter)

alphabetization in dictionaries, 6
pronunciation, 2

llegar (to arrive), 158, 193
llevar (to take), 64–65
location, idiomatic expressions for, 

261
lo(s)/la(s), 19, 106, 115–116

M
mal, 94
malo, 83, 94, 101
manner, 96, 263–265
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más, 84, 93, 94, 98
masculine nouns, 11–19
mayor, 101
me, 106, 110, 176
means of transportation, idiomatic 

expressions for, 265
mejor, 95, 101
menor, 101
menos, 93, 94, 98–99
–mente (ending), 91–93, 95, 96, 97
mentir (to lie [to tell an untruth]), 

57, 127, 190, 247–248
mí, 180, 181
mi/mis, 85
mientras, joining verbs with, 148–149
mío(s)/mía(s), 86
months of the year vocabulary, 224
mucho, 93, 94
mucho(s)/mucha(s), 82
muy, 84

N
ñ (letter), alphabetization in 

 dictionaries, 6
nada, 197
nadie, 197
nationality, adjectives indicating, 

79–80
natural stress, 8
nature vocabulary, 224
–ndo ending, 39–40, 116
negative commands

irregular verbs, 185–186, 194
with reflexive pronouns, 192, 194
regular verbs, 185–186, 190, 

222–225
tú, 186–187
usted/ustedes, 188
vosotros, 187–188

negative superlatives, 100
negatives

adjectives, 202
conjunctions, 202–203
overview, 196
pronouns, 200–202
sentences, 198–200
words and expressions, 196–198

neighborhood vocabulary, 224–225

neutral demonstrative pronouns, 182
ningún, 83, 202
ninguno(s)/ninguna(s), 83, 197, 

200–202
ni . . . ni, 197
no, 198–200
nos, 106, 110, 177
nosotros/nosotras, 27, 28
nouns

compound, 22
definite articles, 11, 19
gender, 12–18
indefinite articles, 11, 19
masculine/feminine endings, 14–18
number of, 19
overview, 11
plural forms of, 20–22
possessive adjectives, 85–87
replacing with subject case 

pronouns, 29
nuestro(s)/nuestra(s), 85–86
number and plurality, 19, 20–22, 

81–82
numbers, punctuation and, 45
nunca, 197

O
o (or), (conjunction), 43, 44
o (letter), pronunciation, 7, 8
o to u stem change, 126
o to ue stem change, 58–60, 126–127, 

251–252
obedecer (to obey), 191
object pronouns

adding two to verbs, 116
direct objects and direct object 

pronouns, 104–108, 117, 
155–156

double object sentences, 114–116
indirect objects and indirect object 

pronouns, 108–114, 117, 
155–156

objective case, 103–104
objective case, 103–104
ofrecer (to offer), 191
1001 Spanish Pitfalls (Holt and 

Deuber), 211
o . . . o, 197
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opinion, idiomatic expressions for, 
258–259

os, 106, 110, 177
–oy, verbs ending in, 48–49

P
p (letter), pronunciation, 3
pagar (to pay), preterite forms of, 122
para (preposition), 154, 163–165
¿para qué?, 69
parecer (to seem [look like]), 114
past participle, 90, 230–256
past tense

expressions of time, 150–152
overview, 144
preterite-imperfect formulas, 

147–150
verbs that change meaning in 

preterite, 145–147
pedir (to request), 128, 190, 252–253
pensar (to think), 55, 137, 246–247
peor, 95, 101
pequeño, 101
perder (to lose), 56, 139
period, in numbers, 45
pero (but), (conjunction), 43, 44, 

202–203
person. See first person; second person; 

third person
personal a, 105, 154–157
placer (to please), 114
plural forms, 19–22, 26–28
poco/poca, 82, 93
poder (to be able), 59, 146–147
poner (to put), 50, 185, 191, 239–240
por preposition, 165–169
¿por que?, 69
possessive adjectives, 85–87
preferir (to prefer), 57
prepositional pronouns, 180–181
prepositions. See also specific 

prepositions
compound, 169–170
defined, 153
idiomatic expressions, 168–169
para and por, 154, 163–169
simple, 153–162

using with verbs, 170–173
verbs after, 173

present participle, 39–40, 116, 
230–256

present progressive, 39–41
present tense

common, 47–48
irregular verbs 46–54, 225–248
overview, 46, 94–95
regular verbs, 34–39, 222–225
stem-changing verbs, 54–61
tú commands, 184–186, 189–194, 

230–256
verb charts, 231–255
yo form in, 48–54

preterite indicators, 134–135
preterite tense

defined, 118
indicators, 134–135
irregulars in, 128–133
mientras and cuando, 147–150
regular verbs in, 118–121
situations, 133–134
stem-changing verbs in, 126–128
usage, 133–135
use with imperfect, 147–150
verb charts, 230–256
verbs that change meaning in, 

145–147
yo forms in, 121–126

preterite-imperfect formulas, 147–150
primero, 83
PRODDS acronym, 163–165
producir (to produce), 53
promover (to promote), 60
pronouns. See also object pronouns

adding to end of infinitive, 116
answering questions with, 74–75
case, 25
defined, 24
demonstrative, 181–182
direct object, 104, 105–108, 117, 

155–156
formal/informal, 27, 28–29
English subject case, 25–26, 28–29
indirect object, 108–114, 117, 

155–156
interrogative, 69–72
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pronouns (continued)
negative, 200–202
prepositional, 180–181
pronunciation, 1–9
reflexive, 176–178, 192–194
subject, 186
subject case, 24, 25–29
use of, 24–25

pronunciation, 1–8, 204
punctuation, 9, 44–45

Q
qu combination, pronunciation, 3
quantity, adjectives of, 82
que, expressions of time, 150–152
¿qué?, 69, 70, 71
quedar (to remain), 114
querer (wanted), 147
question marks (?), 44
questions, asking and answering

interrogative pronouns (question 
words), 69–72

question words as subjects, 72–74
using pronouns to answer 

questions, 74–75
yes or no questions, 67–69

¿quién?/¿quiénes?, 69, 70, 71

R
realizar (to realize), 193
reciprocity, 177–178
recreation vocabulary, 218
reflexive pronouns, 176–178, 177, 

192–194
reflexive verbs, 175, 178–180
reflexivity, 175
regular affirmative tú commands, 

184–185
regular verbs

command forms, 184–185, 190
in imperfect tense, 136–139
in present progressive tense, 39–41
in present tense, 34–37
in preterite tense, 118–121
verb charts, 231–234

resources, 211–212
rr (letter), pronunciation and spelling, 2

S
saber (to know a fact), 54, 145–146, 

194, 242–243
sacar (to take), 64–65, 193
SAFE acronym, 133–134
salir (to leave), 50, 158, 172, 185, 

191, 240–241
school vocabulary, 225–227
se, 115–116, 177
–se verbs, 175, 178–180
seasons vocabulary, 228–229
second person, 27, 28–29
seguir (to continue, to follow), 

255–256
sentarse (to sit down), 194
sentences/sentence structure

adjective placement, 82–84
adverb placement, 95–97
conjunctions, 43–44
direct object of, 104–105
double object, 114–116
indirect object of, 109
negative, 198–200
overview, 42–43
preterite and imperfect together, 

147–150
punctuation, 44–45

sentir (to feel), imperfect tense forms 
of, 139, 140

ser (to be), 48, 62–63, 86, 87, 132, 
186, 194, 235–236

servir (to serve), 61
shortened adverbs, 97
si, 197
siempre, 197
simple prepositions, 153–162
sino, 202–203
sobrar (to be left over, to be an 

excess), 114
Spanish For Dummies (Wald), 211
Spanish subject case pronouns, 26–29
Spanish Unlimited, 212
spelling, 1–9, 204
sports vocabulary, 227–228
SRID acronym, 176–177
stem-changing verbs, 125–128

command forms, 189–190
defined, 51
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e to i, 61, 127–128, 252–253
e to ie, 55–58, 61, 127, 247–248
i to y, 125–126
imperfect tense, 132
o to u, 126
o to ue, 58–60, 126, 251–252
in present tense, 54–61
in preterite tense, 128–223
u to ue, 60, 250–251

stress, 8–9
strong vowels, 8, 9
su/sus, 85
subject, in sentence structure, 42–43
subject case pronouns, 25–29
subject pronouns, 177
subjects, question words as, 72–74
suffix changes, 14–16
suficiente, 82
superiority comparison, 98
superlatives, 100
suyo/suya, 86
suyos/suyas, 86

T
t (letter), pronunciation, 5
también, 197
tampoco, 197
tan . . . como, 99
tanto, 93, 94
tanto . . . como, 99
te, 106, 110, 177
tener (to have), 58, 129–130, 186, 

191, 248–249
tenses. See specific tenses
tercero, 83
thematic vocabulary, 218–230
third person, 26, 27–28
ti, 180
tilde (˜), 6
time

adverbs of, 95–96
expressions of, 150–152
idiomatic expressions for, 261–263

TLF acronym, 63
tocar (to play / to be someone’s turn), 

114, 123, 190, 193
tomar (to take), 64–65
trabajar (to work), 40, 138

traer (to bring), 51, 244–245, 
248–249

transitions, idiomatic expressions for, 
257–258

transitive verbs, 108
travel vocabulary, 228
tú, 27, 28
tú commands, 184–187, 189–194, 

230–256
tu/tus, 85
tuyo/tuya, 86
tuyos/tuyas, 86

U
u (or), (conjunction), 44
u (letter), pronunciation, 3, 7, 8
u to ue stem change, 60, 250–251
–uir, verbs ending in, 126
umlaut (¨), 4
un/una, 12, 19
uno, 83
unos/unas, 19
upside-down punctuation marks, 

44, 45
useful expressions, 265–267
usted/Ud., 27, 38, 180
usted/ustedes commands, 188–194, 

222–246
u-stem verbs, 129–130
usteds/Uds., 27, 38, 180

V
v (letter), pronunciation, 5
valer (to be worth), 50
Velázques World Wide Spanish English 

Dictionary, 212
venir (to come), 58, 130–131, 158, 

186, 191, 249–250
ver (to see), 53, 133, 141, 241–242
verb(s), 33–34. See also –ar verbs; 

–er verbs; –ir verbs; irregular 
verbs; regular verbs; stem- 
changing verbs; specific verb 
tenses; specific verbs

adding two object pronouns to, 116
adjectives from, 90
–ar, 32, 34, 119, 137
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verb(s) (continued)
that change meaning in preterite, 

145–147
charts, 230–256
choosing correct form, 37–39
command forms of, 189–192
confusing verbs, 62–65
conjugation, 31
direct object placement, 106–108
double object placement, 114–116
ending in –car, 122–124, 189
ending in –gar, 121–122, 189
ending in –go, 49–51, 57–58, 

189, 191
ending in –oy, 48–49
ending in –uir, 121–122
ending in –zar, 124–125, 189
ending in –zco, 52–53, 189
endings for irregular preterite, 129
–er, 32, 35, 120, 138
followed by an infinitive, 31–32, 

63–64
following prepositions, 164, 173
with indirect object pronouns, 

111–114
–ir, 32, 36–37, 39–40, 57–58, 120, 

126–128, 138, 186, 187, 188
i-stem, 130–131
joining with cuando, 149–150
joining with mientras, 148–149
j-stem, 131–132
past participle, 90
preposition use with, 170–173
reflexive, 175, 178–180
in sentence structure, 42–43

with spelling changes, 193, 194
transitive, 108
u-stem, 129–130

viejo, 101
vivir (to live), imperfect tense forms 

of, 139
vocabulary, thematic, 218–230
vosotros commands, 187–188
vosotros/vosotras, 27, 28, 29
vowels, 6–8
vuestro(s)/vuestra(s), 85, 86

W
w (letter), pronunciation, 1
Wald, Susan

Spanish For Dummies, 211
WATERS acronym, 141–142
weak vowels, 8, 9
weather vocabulary, 228–229
work vocabulary, 229–230

Y
y (and), (conjunction), 43, 44
y (letter), pronunciation, 7
yes or no questions, 67–69
yo, 27, 28, 38
yo commands, 189. 191, 193–194
yo forms, in preterite tense, 121–126

Z
–zar, verbs ending in, 124–125, 189
–zco, verbs ending in, 52–53, 189, 191
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