g =] = (= Xi

How This BoOK Is Arranged.........cc.cceveriveeiruinnirnscnninninnncnnesnecsnnenneessesneseenee xii
Before You Begin........coiviiiuiiieniiniininniniinniniiinncnisninnenennesssnisneenssssssessees xii
Part One: Getting Acquainted with the ACT Test .......ccoomeeecceeencnnnnnnns 1
Chapter 1: About the ACT ......cccciiiiirrnnneeeemm s s sssmmmmmssnsnnnnnns 3
Description of the ACT ......c.uiviiiiiiiinniiniiniinntinicncneesissciesstessesssessesssaesssessssesses 4
ENGLish Test....ccuciiiiinuiiiiiiiiiiiniiniiiniennicnecsnenseessaesines st csssessssssssessssesssssssessssessa 4
Mathematics TeSt.....ccoevrueiriiiriinniiniiniinienniineneireineeneestesaesssessssesssssssessssesnne 6
Reading Test .....ucevueiiuiriiiieiiiiiiiciienieinicsiesstsseesiaesseessaessaessssesssessssesssesssesessesses 14
SCIENECE TSt uuueiuriiinriiiiiiiiniinitireniecr et cssnesssessssesssessssssssesssssssnsssesans 17
Writing Test (Optional).......ccccevveeiinuiiiiniieciiiieniininiinineenesesesssessessessesesnes 19
The Fifth Test .....ccoiiiiniiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiisrnenns s esssessesssessssssesssessens 21
ACT Test Formats: Paper and Online.........cccocceecoricernnuinnennnecnncnnennncnncnneessessesseennes 21
L O£ 5T W OF:1 Lul 1] 3 21
TaKing the Test ......couiiviiiiiiiinniiiiiiininnenineseesese st esaesssesssssssaesssessssesses 22
SUIMIMATY uviiiiiiiiiiiiniieiniieiieinieeieieieesieessssessssesssesssssessssssssssssssssessssasssssssssssssssns 23
Chapter 2: Preparation, Skills, and Strategies .........cccccvrmnnsiisssssssssssssnnsnmeemmnnnnnnnn 25
Mental Preparation .........cceciveiiiniinneiiiniiniiniinneininessneessssecsssesssseessssessssessssessssessnnes 26
Identify Strengths and Address Areas of Improvement.........ccoeevuerveeirecnsuerineennne 26
Develop a Positive Mental Attitude .......cccovuerveriveiiririernniinennecnncnneesecsnenseeenne 27
Keep the Test in Perspective.......cuueiiineininiiinieiiineininiiinetiinecnncsssecsssessssesssseees 27
General Test-Taking Strategies and SKills ........c.ccoovervuivninniinninnvinninninnicnecnnenieennne 27
Remain Calm .......cooiiiinuiniininiiniiiiniininiiiiiceinceeeneesnessesseseessessessessees 27
L T (411 ] 28
Know the Directions Ahead of Time.........ccocevueviiniiniisinsiininniininnenecnnenneneene. 29
Read Carefully and Thoroughly...........ccoveiniininniininnininninncniincnecnncnecnennens 29
Choose Strategies for Answering Easier and More Difficult
QUESTIOMS . eevruueeereenneeeeretneeeeeeanseeceesssseseeessssseesesssssssessssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssnsessanns 30
Use Logic on More Difficult QUestions .........coccevevvueievsinucninnncnennensecncnnecnennnees 30
Choose a Strategy for Guessing on Multiple-Choice Questions...........cc.cccuerueenen. 30
Choose a Strategy for Changing ANSWETS ........ccccceereriernrersseensecssesseesseessessseesse 31
Write Notes in Your Test BookKlet..........cociviinnuiiniiniinsiinniiniinnennenneennnecnecnnenne 31
Mark Your Answers Carefully.........cocvviiiininiiniininiininiinicinicienninenennene 31
Plan to Check YOUT ANSWETS.....ccciviiiininiinuinniiniininiiiniineiniieenieneseneeses 32
Learn Strategies for Specific Tests........cceivruinirrinsinninsiininnnninneniineneenenneseenes 32
SUIMIMATY cvviiiiiiiniiiiniieiiiienieiniieiiresieessteissessmeesssesstesssesssessssessssssssssssssssesssns 32

The ONLY Official Prep Guide from the Makers of the ACT




Vi

Contents

-

Part Two: Taking and Evaluating Your First Practice Test....................
Chapter 3: Taking and Scoring Your First ACT Practice Test ......ccccccmrrrrininiinnnnns
Simulating Testing CONditions ..........coceviiviiiiiniiniiniiininiiiiiieeee s
20 T 0 T ] A TN
Scoring Your Practice Test ........couuiiniieiniiiniiiinniennnienininieiniennieiniesnmeesmeemmeene
Scoring Your Multiple-Choice Practice Tests........ccccecueruiiruisiisuenseisnnnsecsnisnensnennes
Scoring Your Practice Writing Test Essay.......cccoveevvruiiineininiinninccinecnnnecsseecnnneenns
Reviewing EXplanatory ANSWELS ........cocceveieuieeininsuensensuineesesseesesssessesssessssssesssessesssens
Chapter 4: Identifying Areas for Improvement...........ccccvniiiernisnnennsnssennannnne
Reviewing Your Overall Performance ...........cooiiiiniiniiniininninniinniniinneniennnnenninen.
Highlighting Strengths and Areas for Improvement
on the English Test ......c.ccovivviiiinniiniininiininiiniininicinecesnesisscsesesseseesseseessees
Test-TaKing EXrors.......cccevirneiirinniiniinninnicniennenneessesseessessessssssesssesssssssesne
Highlighting Strengths and Areas for Improvement
on the Mathematics TeSt .......cocceveivirninriiiinniiniininiininictncenneeesesseseessesssessees
Math Subject ATeas ........ccveieiniiniininiiniiiiniiie e
Test-TaKing Errors.......cccceviinerinuiinirnriinninninniennesniessesnesssesssessessssesssesssssssesns
Highlighting Strengths and Areas for Improvement
on the Reading Test ......ccovuiriiiireiininiiiiiiiniiinieniineistenaesesseessessseesssesssessssesssessns
Types of Reading Passages .........c.cceevvueiuenniiniininniininniiniinneniineneneneneeneenes
Reading SKills Tested........c.covienuirniiiiinsinniinniinniiniennenieinnennecneennesneeseessesne
Test-TaKing EXrors.......ccccceviinviiiruinninniinninnieniennenniessessesssessnessesssesssesssssssesn
Highlighting Strengths and Areas for Improvement
ON the SCIENCE TESt ....ccueiiuiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiititcnese st saesssessssesssesane
Science SUDJECt Areas.......civeeeeeininniinsinniinienenneinecsiesnessecssessesssesssesssssssaes
Types of Science QUESHIONS .......covevuirrieiiiriniininsiininiinineneeeeesessseseessees
Test-TaKing EXrors.......ccuccviinerininsiiniinninnicnienniineenneseessesnesseeosessesesessesse
Highlighting Strengths and Areas for Improvement
on the WIEIting Test........ccocvviiiiiniiniininniininiiniininicinieenesesnesesesneseesseseessees
Writing SKills Tested ........ccuiiiiniiniiiiniiiiniiiiniiiniencn e
Writing Strategy or Process EXrors .......iiiiiiiiiiinneeininnieiiinneecnnneeccnneeennee
Part Three: Improving YOUr SCOre........cccvmmmmmmmmmmnmsmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsas
Chapter 5: Improving Your English Score..........cccoovmmmiiniiinsssmnninnsseesen s
Content of the ACT English Test ........ccooevvirvirnrinnirneinninniinecncnneenecsssessseesnees
Types of Questions on the ACT English Test.........ccccovuevirvuininninscninscnecscnecnnens
Strategies for Taking the ACT English Test.......c.cccocevvuirruinneiisecnscnnecnsecnnneninecnnnes

The ONLY Official Prep Guide from the Makers of the ACT




Contents

Chapter 6: Improving Your Math Score...........ccccevimiriiiiiiisnnssinnsnseesnnens 229
Content of the ACT Mathematics Test ........ccccvruirirrinreininscninninnenninnenennneneeneseene 230
Preparing for Higher Math ..........coivviiiiiniinniiiininiinicnecnecnncnecseesaessseeenee 230
Integrating Essential SKills .........ccooceeviriiiinuinninniinniniiiiiinicnecncneccecsncsneeenne 230
L 0 L] R 231
Types of Questions on the ACT Mathematics Test..........cccevueevininiinnisinseisensecnninnens 231
Basic Math Problems..........ccuiiiiininiininiininniininnniniincnieieneneeneseneses 231
Basic Math Problems in Settings .........ccocceveiviiirenneiniennenneinennennecnnennneeneenne 235
Very Challenging Problems ...........cccoeevuiiiinniniiniininiininniininniniineninenenen 239
QUESTION SELS...cceeeeeeeenereeieeeeereeeeeennnnreeeeeeeereeeeennnnsssssssesesessesenassssssssssesesssssnsnnssnsensssass 246
Strategies for Taking the ACT Mathematics Test........ccooceeveerruenieiincnseniecnsnenseneeennne 251
Pace YOUTSEIS .......coviiriiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiciininecncncnecnesnessness s esseessens 251
ANSWer All QUESHIONS......ccccerrrruureeeiiieierrreeeeeeeeeessrsneeeeeeesssssssssesessssssssssssssessssssssnnsans 251
Answer All the Easy Questions First, Then Go Back to
Answer the Hard Ones .........ouiiiiiniininieninniniinniniinineenenensmensenesens 252
Read Each Problem Carefully..........cocceeeviinuiniininniininniniininnicninncnecnncnecneenees 252
Look for Information in the Answer Choices.........cccccovuervuirieinrerseriecnscnsecinennne 252
Use Illustrations Wisely and Whenever You Can..........cceeceeveeveenncrnecnsecsnenseennne 253
Use Your Calculator WISely.......cccevuevienuiniiiiiniininnininncnicninicnenneneeneeeneens 253
TRINK ettt st a et a s e b saae s 253
ShOW YOUT WOTK......coiiiiniiiiiiiniiiiniiiiiniiicniintincecnesicnesnesscsesseesssssessessees 254
Check YOUI ANSWELS .....ucivuiinuiiineniueiniinsienseineissesseesneesessseessesssessssesssesssessssessss 254
Chapter 7: Improving Your Reading SCOre..........cccccvemmmmmminnsissnmmnnsnnsssssssssssssnnnns 255
Content of the ACT Reading Test.......ccocceverviiiruenieriuinneineinsennecnnennenneennessesnnenne 255
Key Ideas and Details.........ccooerveenuinniiiienninniinicnicnnecnicnesneesnessesssesssesssesnee 256
Craft and SEIUCLUTE ....oviiiiiriiiiitiitiiicintcitnee et sestesesssesseessessesssesssessesssees 256
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas..........c.ccoovervuerruirieinuinsenneennennecnseensnenseennne 256
Types of Questions on the ACT Reading Test .......cccceeerveriruiirernecirucnscnsecssecssesseennne 256
Representative ACT Reading Test QUeStions........c.cceevueversucnernninsecsensuenecscsseessesnens 257
Strategies for Taking the ACT Reading Test...........ccocevvuiviiriininnuinsiininsiinnnsnensecssennenns 267
Pace YOUTSEIS ....c.covvivriiniiniiiiiiiiiitiiiciinicnencnicnct e csssssesseessees 267
Use the Time ALlotted ........ccvveviiuiiinninniinniniiniiriincnicnencnesesessseseessessees 267
Think of an Overall Strategy That Works for You ..........cccevvevvevvcvrcncncncncnncnnennens 268
Keep the Passage as a Whole in Mind........c.ccoevervveeiruiriirnninnennnecnncnnecnecsnenseennee 268
Find a Strategy for Approaching Each Question..........ccccoeuevervuevenrucnecsncnsecsncnnncas 268
Reading Strategies SUMMATrY ........cccovininiininniiniininiiiesesessenees 269
Chapter 8: Improving Your SCIience SCOre ..........ccccrirummrismmisnemnssnsmnssnssssssssssnsnns 277
Content of the ACT Science Test ........oevirvieniiniiniininniininniniininniniennesenen. 277
Format of the ACT Science Test.......cccoouevirruininnuinsinninsiininneninnnineenneinesesneneeneeeens 278
Data Representation Format..........eiiiiiiiiinniiiiiiiiiinnnnnieiiniinneeeeeeeee. 279

The ONLY Official Prep Guide from the Makers of the ACT




viii Contents

-
Discussion of Sample Passage I (Data Representation)........c.cceecevuerersucnersncssuesensanene 281
Research Summaries FOrmat .........ocoueviiniiniinniniininnininnininnenncnenenenenen. 284
Discussion of Sample Passage II (Research Summaries) ......cc.ccevcevueeerincnecscnsncsensncene 286
Conflicting Viewpoints Format...........ccuiiniiniininiininniinnnniennnninnenenenen, 288
Discussion of Sample Passage III (Conflicting Viewpoints) ........cceceeveriveciscrisercrucnnne 290
Strategies for Taking the ACT Science Test.........coccevevruirrirninreniinncnsenncnsecsessnesessnene 293
Develop a Problem-Solving Method............ccoiininiininiininniininniniiniinneneenee 293
TaKe NOTES ..ueerviiriiriiiiniiiiinititiniiiiniesesiese sttt ssessssssesssessssssessssssesssessees 294
L T 010 ) U N 294
Practice Interpreting Graphs, Tables, and Diagrams.........ccceccevuerrerirecrscriecssncnnne 294
Make the Most of the Information in Graphs.........ccccevvervveriveinnsernernscnnennsensnecnne 295
Make the Most of the Information in Tables .........ccccevuevvirruinriniinrcnsinncnensncnennne 297
Develop an Understanding of Scientific Investigations .........ccceccevervucrscrierirucnane 298
Carefully Analyze Conflicting Viewpoints...........coccveeviiucninsncnsenncnsecnennnenecnnens 298
Chapter 9: Improving Your Score on the Optional Writing Test............ccccccueeune 299
Content of the ACT Writing Test.......cccccvverruerriininnuininnininninenniinncneinncoesnesneseenens 300
How Your Essay Will Be Scored..........ouuiiiiniininiiniiniiniiiiniininniiinenesennensinens 300
Sample Prompt and ESSAQYs .......ccoovervvuiinirniinncnninnniinninninniennennecssesesssessessesssesne 300
Sample ACT Writing Test Prompt ........couceveevienniiieinnenniiniennnenneinnennecnnenen. 301
Sample Essay ReSPONSES.....cccceeeiiiruinsiinuiniinnicnsiinniinieniesnesseesssesssessssssssesssesssees 303
Strategies for Taking the ACT Writing Test ........cccccevveriveriveenrerirecnncnnernnecnnessesssnennne 327
20 2T L (TN 327
L 327
Review YOUTr ESSay .....cccciiiiinnnniiiiiiiiinnnniiiiiiiimiiiiieeimmmiieeecimmmmeeeesmmsssseeeses 328
PractiCe uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiintiieinninenntieesnnne e cssaneesssssseesssssnesesssssessssssnsssssssasenes 328
Part Four: Taking Additional Practice Tests............ccccimmmmmmmmccciiiiinnn. 329
Chapter 10: Taking Additional Practice Tests..........ccccrrriiirsmmmmmmnnnsssmsnsnnnnssiannns 331
Practice TeSt 2.....ccouiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiniiiiniiiniienieiiienieesnecsnessseesssessssnesssssessssssssssesssns 337
EXPlanatory ANSWELS ......ccoccevveeirueisuernseissensiesseessessessssessessssesssesssessssesssessssssssessns 397
Practice TeSt 3......uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinietiinieeicieecssiee e csssssessssssseesssssssesssssssesenns 477
EXPlanatory ANSWELS ......ccocceveeiruensuieieiisueisecnsuensesseesssesssesssesssessssssssesssessssssssesan 537
Practice TeSt 4.......covuiiiieiiuiiniiiniiiiiinieniiiieniensreiesseesessessssessessssesssesssessssssssesssssnns 625
EXPlanatory ANSWELS ......cccceiinreeiinsinsuensinsuenicseseissesssesesssessesssesssessesssessssssessesssees 683
Practice TeSt S.....civuiiiiniiiniiiiiiiiniiiiniiiiiiinieiiienieesnsesssessseesssessssessssessssesssssesssns 757
EXPlanatory ANSWELS ......cccceverireeisuirseissuessissseessessessssessessssesssessssssssesssessssssssessns 815

\_

The ONLY Official Prep Guide from the Makers of the ACT



Contents

ix

Chapter 11: Scoring the Additional Practice Tests ..........ccccciivmmmriiinisscnennnnnnes 886
Scoring Your Practice Tests.......couuiiiiiiiuiiiniininniinniiinniiinneiniecnneeneecneesmeesnsesne 887
ScOring Practice TeSt 2 .........coouiuiiiiriiiiiciceeeec ettt 888

Scoring the Multiple-Choice Tests.......ccccovureirruinirrininiinsicninncnenninicneseesesnees 888
Scoring Your Practice Writing Test 2 Essay .......ccccvvuvenieniieiiiinienseinieninennnnesnennne 894
Scoring Practice TeSt 3 .......coouiiiniiiiiiniiiiiniinniiiiieciecnnecneecsneesssesssssessssesssssessnes 897
Scoring the Multiple-Choice Tests........ccocevruerriiirenreineinsinseinnenneineennesneceneenne 897
Scoring Your Practice Writing Test 3 ESSay......ccovcevvviiriuiiiseeninnecnsneinneccnsnecnnnnees 902
Scoring Practice TeSt 4 .......ccivuiiiieiiinuiiiiiiiiniiniitiniccniecsnnecseessneesssesssssessssessssesesnes 904
Scoring the Multiple-Choice Tests........cooevvuirniiiruinsecieinsinseinsiennenneeneesnecenenne 904
Scoring Your Practice Writing Test 4 ESSay .......cooveevviirineinsieninnecnnncinseecnnecnnneees 909
Scoring Practice TeSt 5 ......uuviiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiniiiniieniecninenincnieeseesssesssseesssessssesnne 911
Scoring the Multiple-Choice Tests........coocevruerririruenrinneinsinsecnseennenneennesnneseeenne 911
Scoring Your Practice Writing Test 5 ESSay ......ccovveiiruienineinsiensnnecnneeinneecssnecnnnnees 916

Chapter 12: Interpreting Your ACT Test Scores

aNd RANKS ......oeerieireiiren s s 918
Understanding Your ACT Test Results..........cooviiiiniinniininsiininniniienenniniinnennenneen, 920
How ACT Scores Your Multiple-Choice Tests.......cccccevveriruirnernreciserieessecssesceennne 920
How ACT Scores Your Writing Test........coeivuiinniiiniienineinniennneenneinienneenee. 920
Recognizing That Test Scores Are Estimates of
Educational Achievement ..........cocoviviiiininnniniineniininnniniinenienenenenenens 920
Using Ranks to Interpret YOur SCOres.......couciviiirenneiieensnensecnncnsennecnssesnseseseennee 921
Comparing Your Test Scores to Each Other..........cocvviivuirniviecnsinnecnnecnieniecnnne 921
Comparing Your Scores and Ranks to Your
High School Grades..........cuuioeeinuiiiiiiiinniiniiniinniinecnienecneenneseessessseseseennee 921
Comparing Your Scores to Those of Enrolled First-Year
College StUAEntS.......cuceviiuiieiniinniiiinriniineneteereesesessesesssessesseesssssesanes 921
Using ACT College and Career Readiness Standards to
Help You Understand Your ACT SCOYeS .......cceeuerruerireenruerseesrecssnesssecssecsssessseesnes 922
Planning Your Education and Career...........c.cuiiininniininncninnninienennenenneseeneseene 923
Seeking Additional Information and Guidance.............couvveniinieniininniiniisiensicnennenns 923
ACT College and Career Readiness Standards—English .........ccccccevuevvuiriiinnucnierinnnnns 924
Production of WIiting........ccvvueviinininninniininninininiinninicninicneeeseesessenesees 924
ACT College and Career Readiness Standards—Mathematics..........cccceuereinneninennennnns 931
ACT College and Career Readiness Standards—Reading ........cccceevuerrueriecirucnincrceennne 940
Text Complexity Rubric—Reading.......ccccevueeviiiuinsueiiiinsuinieiinenneinecneecnecneennne 947
ACT College and Career Readiness Standards—Science...........cocevueevivriniinnensecnnennnens 954

~

The ONLY Official Prep Guide from the Makers of the ACT



x Contents

-

Part Five: Moving Forward to Test Day ........ccciiiiimmmmmmmmmemeeeecinsnnnns 959
Chapter 13: Registering, Planning, and Packing for

JLIL=2E53 510 - 961
National Testing Program versus State and District Testing .........ccceceeverveineiineneennn. 962
Registering for the ACT .........coviiiiiiiinniiniinninninnienieneeniesenseesssessessssesssessssssssessne 962
Selecting a National Testing Date and Location...........cocceeueeervrcnecicnsecnecsecsecnnees 962
Selecting a Test OPtion.......cuciiiviiiiiiiniiiniiniiniininiieees e esees 964

L ed T 15) 1 RN 964
Registering Under Special Circumstances.........coeeeereenensncsensrcnsecsensecssesssesseesnens 965
Planning and Packing for Test Day........cccceceeviinuinniiniisiniininniiniinniniinennenenensenen. 965
Getting to the Test Center..........ccovivririreiiriiirennnenninneennesnenseessessesssesssessesssees 965
Dressing for Test Day ........ccocvveiiininniciinniniininiininienenneseseseesessesesssesesssees 966
Packing for Test Day: What to Bring ..........cccoevniiviiniininiiniinnennicnennnenecnnennenee 966
Obtaining Additional Test Details.........cccccoveruinrirnininninsinninsiininneniinncnnennenneneinen. 967
At the Test Center.......couiinuiiniiiiiniiniiiiiinniintinieneeseesnessessssesesssesssssssessssssssssssesans 967
L] 116l 14 83T 967
Following the Rules........ccccooiiiininiininnininniniiniininininiienncesnennesnesnesneenees 968
Communicating with the Testing Staff..........ccccovvviniriinninnncnsinincninecnennn. 969
Maintaining Your Composure and ENergy .......ccccceecevverreenseinncsnecnsncnsessecssaenne 970
Voiding Your Answer Documents on Test Day ........cccceeevviiirinnecninncnecncnsicnensueneennees 970
Testing More Than OnCe ........ceuenininiiinininiiiiiiiininienininisinssssssssssses 971

The ONLY Official Prep Guide from the Makers of the ACT




