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Index
A
adrenaline, 176
aged events. See Limited Age Events (LAEs)
aggregate winners (rodeo), 98
alfalfa hay, 59
all-around champion (rodeo), 111

cowboys, 112–115
cowgirls, 116–117
qualification and criteria, 111–112

All-Around Cowboy, 15, 112, 254
All-Around World Championships, 268, 269
All Breed Database, 221
amateur division, 214
American pastime, creating, 11
American Quarter Horse Association (AQHA), 4
American Quarter Horses, 221
American Rodeo (format and payout structure), 107–108
Angelone, Martha, 117
animal injury, 260–261
announcer, 147
apparels. See cowboy hats; Western fashion; Western 

outfit components
Appendix Quarter Horse, 247
Appleton, Dave, 113
arena director, 146
arena dirt, 223
Ariat, 193
artificial insemination (AI), 142
attending a rodeo, 21

dress and preparation, 22
seizing the day, 22
slack events, understanding, 22

Autry, Gene, 38

B
bareback riding, 11, 25, 27, 71, 298

gear, 71–72
penalties and disqualifications, 73
re-riding options, 73
rules and procedure, 72
scoring, 73

barns and arenas, construction of, 191

barrel racing, 8, 16–17, 28, 68, 84, 85, 302–303
championships, 271
gear, 84–85
penalties and disqualifications, 86
rules and procedure, 85–86
training (pattern work), 178

Beaver, Joe, 114
bedding, 135
belts and buckles, 52
Beutler and Sons Rodeo Co., 143
Beutler Brothers Rodeo Company, 140
Beutler, Lynn, 140
Biggs, 56
Biglow, Clayton, 298
Bill Pickett Invitational Rodeo, 10, 253, 255
bison hunts, 10
bits, 61
Black Box Dummy, 139
Black cowboys (historical role), 255
bloodlines from prominent ranches,  

207–208
boarding and care essentials, 59–60
Bodacious, 141
boot durability, 50
boots, 48

heel types, 49–50
fashion heel, 50
riding heel, 49
roper heel, 50
walking heel, 49–50

material, 50
shaft height, 50–51
toe shapes, 51

box breathing, 182
boxing classes, 229
braided lead rope, 79
brand names (Western fashion), role of, 46
Brazile, Trevor, 115, 272

career impact, 272
hall of fame and records, 272

breakaway roping, 27, 28, 68–69, 89, 303
gear, 89–90
penalties and disqualifications, 91
rules and procedure, 90
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breast collar, 163
breeding divisions, 236
breeding program development, 196
bridle horse, 227
bridle rein slack, 220
brim styles, 55
broadcasting challenges (rodeo), 259

individual competition format (viewership), 261
live animal unpredictability, 260–261
media development (rodeo), 261

celebrity culture (riders and livestock), 262
team formats (rodeo), 262

sponsorship conflicts, 260
television scheduling (rodeo format), 260
year-round scheduling (rodeo), 260

broadcasting platforms, rodeo, 262
CBS, 263–264
Cowboy Channel, 263
Fox and Fox Sports 1 (FS1), 264
Paramount+, 263
RidePass, 263

broadcast panel, 199
bronc rein. See braided lead rope
bronc riding, 11. See also saddle bronc riding
broncs, 8
bronc saddle, 13
bucking barrel, 167
bucking bull stars, 141
bucking chutes, 67, 134
bucking dummy, 167
bucking horses, 247
buckles, belts and, 52
buddy pickup race, 125–126
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show, 10
bulldogging, 74. See also steer wrestling
bullfighters, 151–152
Bull Fighters Only (BFO), 152, 153
bull riding, 9, 27, 86, 303

gear, 87
penalties and disqualifications, 88
rules and procedure, 88

bull rope, 13, 87
Bush, Wanda Harper, 116
Bushwacker, 141, 274

C
C5 Rodeo Company Inc., 140
calf roping, 11, 25. See also tie-down roping
calf scramble, 70, 127–128

Calgary Stampede, 20, 106, 123, 143, 256, 286
attendance and scale, 286
cultural celebration, 286–287
event atmosphere, 287
high prize money, 286

canter, 247
career resources, finding, in rodeo, 202
cattle drives, 8

and industrial revolution, 9
cattleman’s crease, 56
cattle prods, 139
cattle rustlers, 8
cattle selection (cutting), 220

cattle types (heifers vs steers), 221
herd evaluation, 221

CBS, 263–264
CBS Sports, 275
celebrity culture (riders and livestock), 262
Cervi Championship Rodeo, 140, 143
Cervi, Mike, 140
championship round, 107. See also short go
charrería and escaramuza, 257
charro, 257
Cheyenne Frontier Days, 20, 107, 256, 279

prestige and significance, 281
scale and attendance, 280
Western festival features, 280

chicken superstition, 44
Christmas celebration, 104–105
chuckwagon races, 69, 122–123
chute boss, 67, 146
chute pusher, 150
chute-side operations, 135–136
cinches, 163
Cinch Jeans, 193
CINCH Playoffs Governors Cup, 107
circuit, 100
cleaning supplies, 60
cleanliness (cowboy code), 41
clean slate format (rodeo finals), 98
closed rawhide romal rein, 226
coastal hay, 59
Code of the West (Bruce A. Rosenberg), 38
Cody, William “Buffalo Bill” F., 10
Coggins test, negative, 58
College National Finals Rodeo (CNFR), 258
commitment, 239
competition among rodeo associations, 30

Elite Rodeo Athletes (ERA), 30–31
Premier Women’s Rodeo (PWR), 32
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Professional Bull Riders (PBR), 31–32
World Champions Rodeo Alliance (WCRA), 31

contracted roles (rodeo), 147
announcer, 147
bullfighters, 151–152
chute pusher, 150
gatemen, 150–151
judges, acknowledging, 148
pickup riders, 148–149
rodeo clowns, 148
specialty acts, 148

Cool Alley (saddle bronc horse), 301
Cooper, Roy, 272
core strength, rodeo athletes, 181
Corkill, Jade, 300
COVID-19 pandemic, 256, 296
cow boss, 210
Cowboy Channel, 263
Cowboy Christmas, 104–105
cowboy class, 230
cowboy code, lifestyle and meaning, 37–38
cowboy hats, 53

brim styles, 55
crown styles, 56–57
hat materials, 54

felt quality (X system), 54–55
straw hats (seasonality), 55

cowboys, 8
all-around, 112

Appleton, Dave, 113
Beaver, Joe, 114
Brazile, Trevor, 115
Feild, Lewis, 113
Mahan, Larry, 113
Murray, Ty, 114
Nogueira, Junior, 115
Shoulders, Jim, 112–113
Tibbs, Casey, 112
Whitfield, Fred, 114
Wright, Stetson, 115

rules, 39
cleanliness, 41
hard work, 40–41
helpfulness, 40
honesty, 39
justice and protection, 39
kindness and courtesy, 40
patriotism, 41–42

respect, 41
tolerance and curiosity, 40

Cowboys Turtle Association (CTA), 12, 26, 27
cowgirls, 27–28

all-around, 116
Angelone, Martha, 117
Bush, Wanda Harper, 116
Crawford, Jackie, 116
Thompson, Hope, 116

cow pony races, 11
cow-sense, 210
cow work, 224
Crawford, Jackie, 116
crop. See quirt
crop yield efficiency, 186
crossfire penalty, 78
crown styles, 56–57
curry comb, 60
cutter’s crease, 56
cutting (equestrian sport)

competition (rules and process), 210–211
origins and development, 209–210

cutting events and divisions, 209
cattle selection (cutting), 220

cattle types (heifers vs steers), 221
herd evaluation, 221

cutting, exclusion from rodeo, 222–223
cutting horses (bloodlines), 221–222
getting technical about cutting horses, 211
grouping events by horse age, 211

LAE Amateur, 214
LAE Non-Pro, 214
LAE Open, 213–214

scoring in cutting competitions, 217
credit earning factors, 219–220
major penalties, 218
minor penalties, 218–219

weekend events, 215
horse classes, 215–216
rider classes, 216–217

D
Daddy of’em All, 279
daily care, 237
dallying, 78
Dancing With the Stars (media appearance, Ty 

Murray), 269



320      Rodeo For Dummies

33_9781394401192-bindex.indd 320	 Trim size: 7.375 in × 9.25 in� April 22, 2026 8:32 AM

dandy brush, 60
data entry, 196
death drag (trick riding), 126
deep seat, relaxing in saddle with, 174
Deer Trail, Colorado (1869), 24–25
degree of difficulty, 219
denim wash (jeans), 48
depth of cuts, 219
Descent (bucking horse), 140
detangling brush, 60
digital media and content creation, 200–201
Dillinger, 141
disturbing the herd, 218
DM Sissy Hayday (“Sister”), 302
don’ts, rodeo, 43
do’s, rodeo, 42–43
draft horses, 207
dress and preparation, 22
Driggers, Kaleb, 300
drunken rides, 27
Duhon, Steve, 299

E
early rodeos, 10

disputes and beginnings, 23
first modern rodeo, claims to, 24–25
formalization of rodeo format, 24

eight-second ride, 15
8 Seconds (film), 273
Elbow River Camp, 286
Elite Rodeo Athletes (ERA), 30–31
entertainment events, rodeo, 119

buddy pickup race, 125–126
calf scramble, 127–128
Chuckwagon races, 122–123
grand entry (rodeo opening), 119–122
Indian relay race, 123–125
mutton bustin’, 128–129
trick riding, 126–127

entry fee system and prize earnings, 12
entry, rodeo (beginners), 168

competition preparation, 169
entry process, 168–169
practice and repetition, 169

equal-pay motion, 16, 28
equestrian and rodeo associations, 187

association committees, 188
association employment, 187–188

equine infectious anemia (EIA), 58
equipment, rodeo, 191, 192
escaramuza, 257
ESPN, 275
Etbauer, Billy, 301
event management, 196
event order and format, 65

arena maintenance (dragging the pen), 71
calf scramble, 70
Chuckwagon races, 69
grand entry, 66–67
main event lineup, 67–68
mutton bustin’, 69–70
placing events strategically, 67

events and venues, recommended, 169
rodeos, 170–171
Western performance horse shows, 170

events, rodeo, 65. See also roughstock events; 
timed events

bareback riding, 71–73
barrel racing, 84–86
breakaway roping, 89–91
bull riding, 86–88
saddle bronc riding, 79–80
steer roping, 91–93
steer wrestling, 74–76
team roping, 76–78
tie-down roping, 80–83

evolution of rodeo format, 23
competition among rodeo associations, 30

Elite Rodeo Athletes (ERA), 30–31
Premier Women’s Rodeo (PWR), 32
Professional Bull Riders (PBR), 31–32
World Champions Rodeo Alliance (WCRA), 31

early rodeo disputes and beginnings, 23
first modern rodeo, claims to, 24–25
formalization of rodeo format, 24

jackpot rodeo, 33
modern rodeo format, 29–30
organization of rodeo sport, 25

Cowboys Turtle Association (CTA), 26, 27
modern PRCA rodeo events, 27
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association 

(PRCA), 26, 27
Rodeo Association of America (RAA), 25, 26

women in rodeo, 27–28
excessive herd help, 220
exercise, 237
explosive strength, rodeo athletes, 181
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F
fall rodeos, 107
fans and/or heat lamps, 59
farming, 185–186
farriers, 134
fashion heel, 50
fast-twitch response, 178
fear management, 182
feed, 58
Feild, Lewis, 113
felt quality (X system), 54–55
fence work. See cow work
fencing, 223
Fields, Bryan, 299
finance committee, 188
fine system (PRCA), 253–254
first modern rodeo, claims to, 24–25
First Nations experiences, 256
five-and six-year-old classes, 212
flag girls, 66
flag judge, 146
flank strap, 13, 72, 80
flexibility, rodeo athletes, 181
fly spray, 60
food, 59
food and water receptacles, 59
footing, 59, 135
formalization of rodeo format, 24
Fort Worth Livestock Show and Rodeo,  

237, 284
authentic Western culture, 285
stock show importance, 285
tradition and competition, 284–285

Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo, 21, 107, 196
Fort Worth Stockyards, 9
Four Sixes Ranch (6666 Ranch), 270
four-year-old classes, 212
Fox and Fox Sports 1 (FS1), 264
fresh cattle, 220
frontier life (cowboys), 38
Frontier Rodeo Company, 143
Frost, Lane, 272

competitive career and rivalries, 273
legacy and remembrance, 273

Future Farmers of America (FFA) program, 238

G
gaits (horse riding), 174
gatemen, 150–151

gear
bareback-riding, 71–72
barrel-racing, 84–85
for breakaway roping, 89–90
bull-riding, 87
for saddle bronc riding, 79–80
steer-roping, 92
steer-wrestling, 74
team-roping, 77
tie-down roping, 82

gender gap in rodeo, 30
George, Rylee, 303
Girls Rodeo Association (GRA), 16, 27–28, 116
Gleason, Sean, 32
GMOs, 185–186
government roles (agriculture), 186
grain, 59
grand entry (rodeo opening), 119–122
Great Depression, 276
The Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth, 20, 286. See also 

Calgary Stampede
grooming, 163–164
grooming products, 60
gross domestic product (GDP), 185
Gus (crown style), 57

H
hackamore class, 225
hair shows, 237
halter, 58
Hancock, Cody, 303
Happy Canyon Night Show, 281
hard work (cowboy code), 40–41
hat etiquette (cowboy), 43–44
hat materials, 54

felt quality (X system), 54–55
straw hats (seasonality), 55

hats, 193
hazer, 75
header box, 77
headstalls, 61
health management, 237
Hedeman, Tuff, 273
heeler box, 77
heel types, 49–50

fashion heel, 50
riding heel, 49
roper heel, 50
walking heel, 49–50

heifers, 221
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helpfulness (cowboy code), 40
herd holders, 220
herd work, 224
hog tying, 82
honesty (cowboy code), 39
hooey knot, 83
hoof pick, 60
hoof rot, 60
horse biting cow, 219
horse breeds (rodeo), 241. See also Quarter Horse; 

Thoroughbred
body types, 242

of Quarter Horse, 243
of Thoroughbred, 244

history, 241
of Quarter Horse, 242
of Thoroughbred, 242

riding style, 246
of Quarter Horse, 246–247
of Thoroughbreds, 247

speed, using different kinds of, 245
temperament, 245

of Quarter Horse, 245–246
of Thoroughbred, 246

horse classes, 215–216
horse equipment, 160–161
horse hand (hh), 243
horsemanship skills, 173–174
Horse Nations Indian Relay Council, 125
horse purchase (beginner), 157

boarding and facilities, 164
equipment and essentials, 160

grooming, 163–164
horse equipment, 160–161
riding equipment, 161–163

goal setting, 159–160
purchase process and agreements, 166
recreational riding (enjoyment), 166
riding lessons, 159
trainer selection, 159
veterinary care, 165

horse quitting a cow or turning tail, 218
horse sales (auctions), 166
horse show classes, 229
hot quit, 218
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, 196, 282

attendance and scale, 283
competitive prestige, 284
livestock show and attractions, 283–284
stadium production and entertainment, 282–283

I
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie (Laura Numeroff), 57
illegal catches, 78
inclusivity and diversity, 251

breakaway roping (growth and inclusion),  
251–252

minority inclusion (rodeo), 255
Bill Pickett Invitational Rodeo, 255
charrería and escaramuza, 257
Indian National Finals Rodeo (INFR), 255–256
Native Americans at major rodeos, 256–257

next generation of rodeo, 257–258
trends and changes, rodeo, 253

All-Around Cowboy (resurgence), 254
fine system (PRCA), 253–254
rule changes (rodeo), 253
urban rodeo decline, 254

incomplete roping, 78
Indian National Finals Rodeo (INFR), 255–256
Indian relay race, 123–125
Indian Village. See Elbow River Camp
individual competition format (viewership), 261
industrial revolution, cattle drives and, 9
infrastructure, rodeo, 191

J
jackpot rodeos, 33, 169
James, Charmayne, 271

Scamper (horse), 271
women’s rodeo advocacy, 271

jeans, 48
jewelry, turquoise, 53
Joplin Regional Stockyards, 196
journalism and broadcasting, 199–200
judge positioning, 223
judges, 146

acknowledging, 148
judging panel, 24
judging system (rodeo scoring), 13
Junior World Finals. See YETI Junior National Finals Rodeo
justice and protection (cowboy code), 39

K
Kansas City Stockyards, 9
kindness and courtesy (cowboy code), 40
King of the Cowboys, 114, 269, 272
Kinsel, Hailey, 302–303
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L
LAE Amateur, 214
LAE Non-Pro, 214
LAE Open, 213–214
Lambert, Cody, 273
large horse breeds, 207
large-scale farms, 185
latchman, 151
latigo strap, 163
leather rigging, 13
legendary cowboys and cowgirls, 267

Brazile, Trevor, 272
Frost, Lane, 272–273
James, Charmayne, 271
Mahan, Larry, 268
Mauney, J.B., 273–274
Minick, Pam, 274–275
Mortensen, Dan, 275–276
Murray, Ty, 269
O’Neal, Boots, 270
Shoulders, Jim, 276–277

less-than-positive trend in rodeo, 254
Lichtman, Jim, 38
Limited Age Events (LAEs), 211
Little Yellow Jacket, 141
live animal unpredictability, 260–261
live cover, 141
livestock nutrition industry, 194
livestock provision, 134–135
livestock sales, 240
livestock sales industry, 195–197
livestock scoring, 30
livestock shows, 236

animals evaluation, 239
animals management, 237–238
competition preparation, 238–239
sales and marketing, 240
sportsmanship and professionalism, 239–240
structure and organization, 236–237

livestock training, 136. See also roughstock events; stock 
contractors

progression to major rodeos, 138
roping livestock preparation, 137–138
roughstock training (bucking), 137

logistics and transport, 135
The Lone Ranger’s Code of the West (Jim Lichtman), 38
long go, defined, 98
long-go perfs, 98

long-sleeved shirt, 52
loose change superstition, 44
losing a cow, 218
Lyne, Phil, 268

M
Mahan, Larry, 113, 268

legacy and influence, 268
world-championship records, 268

mainstream media, rodeo in, 259
broadcasting challenges (rodeo), 259

individual competition format (viewership), 261
live animal unpredictability, 260–261
media development (rodeo), 261–262
sponsorship conflicts, 260
television scheduling (rodeo format), 260
year-round scheduling (rodeo), 260

broadcasting platforms, rodeo, 262
CBS, 263–264
Cowboy Channel, 263
Fox and Fox Sports 1 (FS1), 264
Paramount+, 263
RidePass, 263

media access and segmentation, 264
major rodeos (must attend), 279

Calgary Stampede, 286–287
Cheyenne Frontier Days, 279–281
Fort Worth Livestock Show and Rodeo, 284–285
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, 282–284
National Finals Rodeo (NFR), 290–291
National High School Finals Rodeo (NHSFR),  

288–290
National Western Stock Show, 287–288
Pendleton Round-Up, 281–282
Prescott Frontier Days, 293–294
Sisters Rodeo, 291–293

manual stopwatch, 146
man-versus-beast battle, 74
market divisions, 237
mark out rule, 73, 80
Masters, Chad, 300
Mauney, J.B., 273

bull riding achievements, 274
injuries and resilience, 274

McCarroll, Bonnie, 11
meat yield, 239
mechanical bull, 167
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media access and segmentation, 264
media development (rodeo), 261

celebrity culture (riders and livestock), 262
team formats (rodeo), 262

media, rodeo (visual production), 195
Meged, Haven, 302
mental toughness, rodeo athletes, 182
merry-go-round of go rounds, 95

going long or short, 97
long-go perfs, 98
short go perfs, 98

picking up the slack, 97
understanding the perfs and rodeo rounds, 95

entering the perf, 96–97
watching the perf, 96

Mexican vaqueros, 24
mid-size farms, 185
Minick, Pam, 274

hall-of-fame cowgirl work, 275
rodeo media career, 275

Minnick, 56
minority inclusion (rodeo), 255

Bill Pickett Invitational Rodeo, 255
charrería and escaramuza, 257
Indian National Finals Rodeo (INFR),  

255–256
Native Americans at major rodeos, 256–257

missing a cow, 218
modern PRCA rodeo events, 27
modern rodeo format, 29–30
Mortensen, Cotton, 276
Mortensen, Dan, 275

championship career, 276
technical riding style, 276

Mr. USA (bull), 303
Murray, Ty, 114, 269

competitive dominance, 269
Professional Bull Riders (PBR), founding of, 269

music director, 146
music-focused rodeos, 20–21
mutton bustin’, 69–70, 128–129

N
National Anthem (rodeo opening), 67, 121
National Breakaway Roping Finals, 303
National Cutting Horse Association (NCHA), 4, 210, 211, 

213, 227, 233, 234
National Day of the Cowboy, 38

National Finals Rodeo (NFR), 21, 29, 108–109, 114, 142, 
146, 148, 150, 152, 195, 197, 199, 252, 257, 262, 
275, 290. See also Calgary Stampede; Cheyenne 
Frontier Days; Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association (PRCA)

championship competition, 290
international audience, 290
Las Vegas experience, 291
prestige and achievement, 291

National Finals Rodeo (NFR) record holders, 295
bareback riding, 298
barrel racing, 302–303
breakaway roping, 303
bull riding, 303
history and development, 296–297
record keeping (rodeo challenges), 296
saddle bronc riding, 301
steer wrestling, 298–299
team roping, 299–300
tie-down roping, 302

National High School Finals Rodeo (NHSFR), 258, 288
career pathway (rodeo athletes), 289–290
event features and activities, 289
youth development and competition, 289

National Junior High Finals Rodeo, 258
National Reined Cow Horse Association (NRCHA), 4, 

224, 233–235
National Reining Horse Association (NRHA), 4, 233, 234
national standings, 30
National Western Rodeo, 106
National Western Stock Show, 196, 287

industry education, 288
livestock and agriculture focus, 287
parade and public events, 288
winter event (season start), 288

National Youth Cutting Horse Association (NYCHA) World 
Finals, 215

Native Americans at major rodeos, 256–257
Native American tribes, 8, 124
NCHA World Finals, 215
neck roll, 13
negative Coggins test, 58
networking, 240
next generation of rodeo, 257–258
Night Crawler (bareback horse), 141
nightly winners, 29
night races 27
Nogueira, Junior, 115, 300
non-jointed mouthpiece, 226
Non-Pro class, 214
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no-score (rodeo scoring), 73
no-time (timed events), 76
NRCHA, 227
Numeroff, Laura, 57
nutrition, 237

O
Oakley, Annie, 10
official event timers, 146
Oklahoma National Stockyards, 9
O’Neal, Boots, 270

horsemanship, 270
working cowboy tradition, 270

open crown style, 57
organization of rodeo sport, 25

Cowboys Turtle Association (CTA), 26, 27
modern PRCA rodeo events, 27
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA), 26, 27
Rodeo Association of America (RAA), 25, 26

out gate, 148–149

P
paperwork, 58
Paramount+, 263
patriotism (cowboy code), 41–42
pay-for-service agreement, 252
payout system, 11, 26
Pecos, Texas (1883), 25
Pendleton Round-up, 20, 96, 125, 256, 281

authenticity and tradition, 281
crowd culture and atmosphere, 282
historical significance, 282

performances (perfs)
definition and structure, 96
entry process, 96–97

personnel, rodeo, 145–146
physical fitness (rodeo athletes), 181

core strength, 181
explosive strength, 181
flexibility, 181
upper body strength, 181

Picket, Bill, 10
Pickett Pro Rodeo, 141
pickup riders, 148–149
piggin’ string, 15, 82. See also tie-down roping
play days, 169
pocket knife superstition, 44
podcasting (Western media), 201

point system, 11, 26
polo wraps, 57
pony-express races, 27
port, 226
pre-event prayer (rodeo), 67
Premier Women’s Rodeo (PWR), 32, 108, 116
Prescott, Arizona (1888), 25
Prescott Frontier Days, 293

attendance and scale, 293
authentic Western experience, 294
festival features, 293–294
tradition and heritage, 293

Prescott Rodeo, 10
print media, 201–202
prize earnings, entry fee system and, 12
prize money, 24
procurement, 195
producers, rodeo, 97, 135
Professional Bull Riders (PBR), 31–32, 89, 108, 114, 

199, 269, 273
professionalism in rodeo, 113, 240
Professional Rodeo Communications (PROCOM) 

system, 102–103
Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA), 1, 12, 

16, 25–30, 71, 89, 91, 99, 100, 102, 103, 109, 112, 
135, 141, 148, 195, 251–253, 258, 262, 268, 274, 275. 
See also National Finals Rodeo (NFR)

Christmas celebration, 104–105
entry fee system and prize earnings, 12
entry system, 102

buddy system, 103–104
entry books, 103
grace period, 102–103
limitations (breakaway roping), 104
spousal scheduling, 104
trades and turnouts, 103

event categories, 13
all-around cowboy title, 15
roughstock events, 13–15
timed events, 15

life-changing rodeos, 105
American Rodeo (format and payout 

structure), 107–108
fall rodeos, 107
National Finals Rodeo (NFR),  

108–109
Premier Women’s Rodeo, 108
spring rodeos, 106
summer rodeos, 106–107
winter rodeos, 107



326      Rodeo For Dummies

33_9781394401192-bindex.indd 326	 Trim size: 7.375 in × 9.25 in� April 22, 2026 8:32 AM

Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association (PRCA) 
(continued)

membership process, 99
age requirements, 100
contestant card and rookie year, 101
permit application, 100
permit completion, 100

role of, 12
women in professional rodeo, 101–102

progressive rounds, 22, 96
long-go perfs, 98
short go perfs, 98

proper space to move, 60
ProRodeo. See Professional Rodeo Cowboys 

Association (PRCA)
ProRodeo athletes, 101
ProRodeo Hall of Fame, 272
Purina Animal Nutrition, 194

Q
qualifier rounds, 107
Quarter Horse, 56, 207, 241–242, 245

body type, 243
history of, 242
riding style, 246–247
temperament, 245–246

quirt, 85

R
railroad expansion, 9
ranch bronc riding, 205
ranching, 184
Ranch Real Wild West Show, 10
ranch rodeo, 204

events and participation, 205–206
finding, 206–207
ranch horse bloodlines, 207–209
team formation and roles, 204–205

record keeping (rodeo challenges), 296
recreational riding (enjoyment), 166
Red Rock, 273
registration papers, 58, 166
reined cow horses, 224

competition format, 224
divisions and events, 227–228
event formats (NRCHA), 228

boxing classes, 229
cowboy class, 230

horse show classes, 229
spectacular classes, 228
World’s Greatest Horseman® class, 229

exclusion from rodeo, 232–233
progression by age, 225

bridle horse, 227
hackamore class, 225
snaffle bit futurity, 225
two-rein class, 226

scoring and penalties, 230
credit earning factors, 231
major penalties, 230
minor penalties, 230–231

top reined cow horse (bloodlines), 232
reining (equestrian sport), 233

events and structure, 234–235
NRHA class categories, 235–236
performance and style, 233–234
scoring system, 234

reining point, 219
reins, 61
rein work, 224
Remember icons, 3
re-ride option, 73, 261
re-run cattle, 220
respect (cowboy code), 41
responsibility, 239
return on investment (ROI), 198–199
Ricky Bobby (saddle bronc horse), 301
RidePass, 263
rider classes, 216–217
rider injury, 261
riding broncs, 8
riding equipment, 60–61, 161–163
riding heel, 49
riding lessons, 159
rodear (Spanish term), 24
Rodeo, defined, 1
rodeo arena layout, 14–15
Rodeo Association of America (RAA), 11–12, 25, 26
rodeo average winners, 30
rodeo clowns, 148
Rodeo Cowboys Association (RCA), 12, 16, 25, 28
RodeoHouston, 21, 106, 283
rodeo producer, 145
rodeo secretary, 146
Rogers, Roy, 38
roller, 226
roper heel, 50
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roping, 8
roping practice (dummy progression), 177–178
Rosenberg, Bruce A., 38
roughage, 59
rough cut, 219
rough-out seat, 79
roughstock, 67
roughstock events, 13–15, 18, 296
roughstock riding (beginners), 166–168
roughstock training, 137, 175

practice devices, 175
practice readiness and risks, 176
progression to live animals, 175–176

roundup, 8
round winners (rodeo), 98
rubber mats, 58
rule changes (rodeo), 253

S
saddle, 60

accessories, 61
relaxing in, with deep seat, 174

saddle bronc riding, 11, 25, 27, 79, 301
gear, 79–80
penalties and disqualifications, 80
rules and procedure, 80

saddle pad, 60
sales management, 195
San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo, 107
sanctioned events, 26
Scamper (barrel horse), 271
scoring system, 234

and penalties, 230
credit earning factors, 231
major penalties, 230
minor penalties, 230–231

seasonal challenges (cattle driving), 8
self-governance (cowboys), 38
Seratelli Hat Company, 193
shallow dirt, 223
shanks, 226
shavings, 58
shelter, 59
shirt requirements (rodeo competition), 51–52
short go, defined, 98
short go perfs, 98

Shoulders, Jim, 112–113, 276
championship dominance, 276
legacy and influence, 277

showdown round, 107
showmanship, 238
sideline reporters, 200
single-leg cues, 174
single-round format, 96
Sisters Rodeo, 291

community atmosphere, 292
local events and culture, 292
visitor experience, 292–293

slack events, understanding, 22
slack (overflow rounds), 97
slinky and blanket, 58, 59
smaller farms, 185
snaffle bit, 52
snaffle bit futurity, 225
soil conservation, 186
space to ride, 61
Spanish fighting bull. See Toro de Lidia bull
Spanish origin of term rodeo, 24
Spanish settlers, 7, 24
special events committee, 188
specialty acts, 148
spectacular classes, 228
speed, using different kinds of, 245
splint boots, 61, 89
sponsorship conflicts, 260
sponsorship management, 198–199
sportsmanship, 240
spring rodeos, 106
standardization of rodeo sport, 11–12
steer riding, 11, 25
steer roping, 11, 27, 68, 91

gear, 92
penalties and disqualifications, 93
rules and procedure, 92–93

steers, 176, 221
steer stopping. See steer roping
steer tripping. See steer roping
steer wrestling, 8, 11, 25, 27, 74, 298–299

gear, 74
penalties and disqualifications, 75–76
rules and procedure, 75
training, 179

stirrups, 79
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stock contractors, 133, 151. See also livestock training
breeding and bloodlines, 140–142
bucking bull stars, 141
economics of stock contracting, 142
major stock contractors, 142–143
notable rodeo livestock, 140

Descent (bucking horse), 140
Night Crawler (bareback horse), 141
Virgil (bareback horse), 140

rodeo livestock myths, debunking, 138
animal temperament (bucking stock), 139
electric prods, use of, 139
flank strap misconceptions, 138

roles and responsibilities, 134
animal care and welfare, 134
chute-side operations, 135–136
livestock provision, 134–135
livestock training, 136–138
logistics and transport, 135

stock/feeder operation, 184
stock show, 127
stockyard cities, 9
Stockyards Championship Rodeo, 21
straw hats, 55
structural correctness, 239
summer rodeos, 106–107
Superior Livestock Auction, 196
superstitions, rodeo, 43–44
supplements, 60
support tack, 61
switching cows, 218
synthetic boots, 50

T
tack and gear (horse), 57–58, 190–191

boarding and care essentials, 59–60
riding equipment, 60–61
safety, 43
transport and travel equipment, 58–59

team doctoring, 205
team formats (rodeo), 262
team roping, 8, 27, 28, 76, 299–300

gear, 77
penalties and disqualifications, 78
rules and procedure, 77–78

team sorting, 206
Technical Stuff icon, 3

teeth floating, 165
telescope, 56
television programming, 200
television scheduling (rodeo format), 260
thinner mecate rein, 226
Thomas & Mack Center, 290, 297
Thompson, Hope, 116
Thoroughbred, 241, 245

body type, 244
history of, 242
riding style, 247
temperament, 246

Thorp, Wesley, 300
three-year-old class, 211–212
Tibbs, Casey, 112
tie-down roping, 27, 28, 80, 302. See also piggin’ string

gear, 82
penalties and disqualifications, 83
rules and procedure, 82–83

timed event riders, 18
timed events, 15, 296
timed event training, 177

barrel racing training (pattern work), 178
practice progression and preparation, 179–180
roping practice (dummy progression), 177–178
steer wrestling training, 179
trainer guidance, 177

time management, 239
Tip icon, 3
toe shapes (boots), preferences, 51
tolerance and curiosity (cowboy code), 40
Toro de Lidia bull, 153
trade shows and events (Western industry), 197

sponsorship management, 198
working sponsorship for a brand, 198–199

traditional/local rodeos, 21
traditional outdoor rodeos, 18

Calgary Stampede, 20
Cheyenne Frontier Days, 20
Pendleton Round-up, 20

trailer, 58, 191
trailer loading, 206
trainer guidance, 177
trainer selection, 159
training and preparation, rodeo, 173

chance and unpredictability, 180
horsemanship skills, 173–174
mental toughness (rodeo athletes), 182
physical fitness (rodeo athletes), 181
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core strength, 181
explosive strength, 181
flexibility, 181
upper body strength, 181

roughstock training (beginners), 175
practice devices (dummy, bronc barrel), 175
practice readiness and risks, 176
progression to live animals, 175–176

timed event training, 177
barrel racing training (pattern work), 178
practice progression and preparation, 179–180
roping practice (dummy progression), 177–178
steer wrestling training, 179
trainer guidance, 177

transport and travel equipment, 58–59
trends and changes, rodeo, 253

All-Around Cowboy (resurgence), 254
fine system (PRCA), 253–254
rule changes (rodeo), 253
urban rodeo decline, 254

trick riding, 126–127
trophy buckles, 52
turnback help, 220
turquoise jewelry, 53
two-rein class, 226
types of rodeos, 17

music-focused rodeos, 20–21
traditional/local rodeos, 21
traditional outdoor rodeos, 18

Calgary Stampede, 20
Cheyenne Frontier Days, 20
Pendleton Round-up, 20

U
unsanctioned rodeos, 10
upper body strength, rodeo athletes, 181
urban rodeo decline, 254

V
vaqueros (cowboys), 7, 24
vehicle accessories, 59
veterinary care, 165
Virgil (bareback horse), 140
visualizing the perfect ride, 182
Vold Rodeo Company, 143
volunteering at rodeos, 189

W
Wade, Tyler, 300
walking heel, 49–50
Warning icon, 3
wash, 48
wash rack, 61
water, 59
water buckets, 58
Weadick, Guy, 123
weekend event rider classes, 216–217
weekend events (cutting), 215

horse classes, 215–216
rider classes, 216–217

Western Bloodstock, 196
Western events (outside rodeo), 203

cutting (equestrian sport)
competition (rules and process), 210–211
origins and development, 209–210

cutting events and divisions, 209
cattle selection (cutting), 220–221
cutting, exclusion from rodeo, 222–223
cutting horses (bloodlines), 221–222
getting technical about cutting horses, 211
grouping events by horse age, 211–214
scoring in cutting competitions, 217–220
weekend events (cutting), 215–217

livestock shows, 236
animals evaluation, 239
animals management, 237–238
competition preparation, 238–239
sales and marketing, 240
sportsmanship and professionalism, 239–240
structure and organization, 236–237

ranch rodeo, 204
events and participation, 205–206
finding, 206–207
ranch horse bloodlines, 207–209
team formation and roles, 204–205

reined cow horse, 224
competition format, 224
divisions and events, 227–228
event formats (NRCHA), 228–230
exclusion from rodeo, 232–233
progression by age, 225–227
scoring and penalties, 230–231
top reined cow horse (bloodlines), 232



330      Rodeo For Dummies

33_9781394401192-bindex.indd 330	 Trim size: 7.375 in × 9.25 in� April 22, 2026 8:32 AM

Western events (outside rodeo) (continued)
reining (equestrian sport), 233

events and structure, 234–235
NRHA class categories, 235–236
performance and style, 233–234
scoring system, 234

Western fashion, 45
brands and authenticity, 46
dos and don’ts, 47

Western industry involvement (outside arena), 183
equestrian and rodeo associations, 187

association committees, 188
association employment, 187–188

farming, 185–186
government roles (agriculture), 186
livestock nutrition industry, 194
livestock sales industry, 195–197
ranching, 184
retail brands, 190

equipment and infrastructure, 191–192
tack and gear industry, 190–191
Western apparel industry, 192–194

rodeo media (visual production), 195
trade shows and events (Western industry), 197

sponsorship management, 198
working sponsorship for a brand, 198–199

volunteering at rodeos, 189
Western media, covering rodeo in, 199

digital media and content creation, 200–201
journalism and broadcasting, 199–200
print media, 201–202
television programming, 200

Western outfit components, 47
accessories, 52

belts and buckles, 52
turquoise jewelry, 53

boots, 48
boot material, 50
boot shaft height, 50–51
boot toe shapes, 51
heel types, 49–50

jeans, 48
Western shirts, 51–52

Western performance horse shows, 170
Western roots of rodeo, 7

evolving from ranch work to rodeo events, 8–9
growth as an American tradition, 11
standardizing the sport, 11–12
transition from exhibition to sport, 10
Wild West shows, influence of, 10

Western shirts, 51–52
Whitfield, Fred, 114
wild cow milking, 206
Wild West shows

influence of, 10
role in popularizing rodeo, 24

winter rodeos, 107
women in rodeo, 16–17, 27–28, 101–102
Women’s Professional Rodeo Association (WPRA), 16, 17, 

27, 101, 102, 112, 116, 251–252, 271
Women’s Rodeo Championships, 32
Women’s Rodeo World Championship, 108, 116
working cow horses. See reined cow horses
Working Ranch Cowboys Association (WRCA), 206
working time, 219
working wear, 193
World Champions Rodeo Alliance (WCRA), 31
World’s Greatest Horseman® class, 229
World’s Oldest Rodeo, 293
Wrangler, 193
Wright, Stetson, 115, 301

X
X factor, 54–55

Y
year-round scheduling (rodeo), 260
yellow color superstition, 44
YETI Junior National Finals Rodeo, 257


