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high-quality instructional materials 

(HQIM), 156–157
intervention structure, 154–155

school resistance, 242–247
science of reading movement, 129, 146
screening windows, 172, 175, 177
scribing, 190–191
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, 143,  

197, 266
self-advocacy, 193–194, 221

in high school and beyond, 196–197
in middle school, 195–196
self-awareness, 194–195

self-awareness, 32, 194–195, 206, 207, 209
semantic knowledge, 60
Shaywitz, Bennett, 290
Shaywitz, Sally, 276, 290
sight words, 26, 43
simple view of reading, 138
small-group instruction, 77, 242
social and emotional impacts, 61

anxiety, 62–63
emotional fatigue, 62
social relationships, 63–64

social-emotional learning (SEL) programs, 32
the Southern Surge, 152, 270
special education advocates, 159, 246
special education attorneys, 158, 160, 246
specially designed instruction (SDI), 93, 94, 

96–97, 104



304      Dyslexia For Dummies

28_9781394405138-bindex.indd 304	 Trim size: 7.375 in × 9.25 in� September 1, 2026 3:58 PM

specific indicators
difficulty with letter-sound connections

alphabetic knowledge, 54
challenges, 53
at early elementary (kindergarten-grade 2) 

stage, 54–55
at later elementary and beyond (grades 3+)  

stage, 55
at preschool (ages 3-5) stage, 54

impaired automaticity
contributing factor, 56
at early elementary (kindergarten-grade 2)  

stage, 56
at later elementary and beyond (grades 3+)  

stage, 56
phonological awareness deficits, 52

at early elementary (kindergarten-grade 2)  
stage, 53

at later elementary and beyond (grades 3+)  
stage, 53

at preschool (ages 3-5) stage, 53
poor memory

at early elementary (kindergarten-grade 2)  
stage, 57

at later elementary and beyond (grades 3+)  
stage, 58

managing memory load, 58
speech and language delays

challenges, 50
at early elementary (kindergarten–grade 2)  

stage, 51
at later elementary and beyond (grades 3+) 

stage, 51–52
at preschool (ages 3–5) stage, 51
at toddlers (ages 1–3) stage, 50–51

specific learning disability/specific learning 
disorder (SLD), 8, 22, 34, 38, 45, 86, 
87, 93, 111

speech and language indicators
challenges, 50
at early elementary (kindergarten–grade 2)  

stage, 51
at later elementary and beyond (grades 3+) 

stage, 51–52

at preschool (ages 3–5) stage, 51
at toddlers (ages 1–3) stage, 50–51

speech-language pathologist (SLP), 2, 16, 
50, 81, 111

speech-to-text (STT), 97, 190–191, 193, 213, 224
Spielberg, Steven, 64, 285
standardized test, 16, 22, 112, 115, 118, 166, 168, 

186, 222, 237, 238, 281
standard spell-check, 191
Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scales (SB-5), 82
state and national dyslexia organizations, 246
state dyslexia advocacy groups, 275
state policy, 269–270
Storybook Walks, 257
structured literacy, 17, 28, 31, 92, 129–130, 162

common misunderstandings of,  
145–147

core components of, 130–138
comprehension, 138
fluency, 135–136
phonemic awareness, 130–131
phonics, 131–134
vocabulary, 136–137

core principles of, 139
diagnostic teaching, 139
explicit instruction, 139
multimodal instruction, 139
systematic and cumulative instruction, 139

historical approaches, 139–140
Structured Literacy Classroom Teacher Knowledge 

Certificate (C-SLCT), 150, 291
Structured Literacy Dyslexia Interventionist 

(C-SLDI), 150, 291
Structured Literacy Dyslexia Specialist 

(C-SLDS), 150, 291
STT. See speech-to-text (STT)
student goals, 95–96, 175–176
student’s educational history, 115
student support levels, 76–78

individual instruction, 77–78
small-group instruction, 77
whole group instruction, 76–77
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study groups, 225
support networks, community advocacy, 259–263
support systems, 194, 221, 223–225, 275
surface dyslexia, 14
syllables, 15, 26, 51–53, 73, 133–134, 140, 146
systematic phonics instruction, 146, 156

T
teacher advocacy, 104, 238
teacher input, 84
teacher-modeled reading, 135
teacher participation tips, 104–105
teacher preparation program, 44, 45, 151–152
teacher qualification requests, 152–153
teacher’s advocacy, 236, 237
team-based approach, 80–84, 215

data collection, 81–84
classroom observation, 83
formal diagnostic testing, 82–83
parent input, 84
rating scales, 83
teacher input, 84

evaluation teams, 80–81
teen mentorship programs, 261
testimony, 273, 274
testing sessions, 81, 113, 114, 116–118
text-to-speech (TTS), 188–191, 289
Thank You, Mr. Falker (Polacco), 194, 284
therapy, 37, 90, 159, 219–220, 263
Tier 1 instruction, 77, 153
Tier 2 instruction, 77
Tier 3 instruction, 77
timed assessments, 167–168
time management, 199, 203, 206–207
tracking policy trends, 268–271

federal policy, 269
local school board activity, 270–271
state policy, 269–270

tracking student learning
assessment metrics, 165–171
grade-level expectations, 171–176
interventions, adjustment of, 176–180

transition planning, 221
TTS. See text-to-speech (TTS)
Tunmer, 138
tutoring centers, 225
tutoring program, 161–162, 202, 250

U
universal screeners, 70–73, 174, 238
universal screening, 16, 41, 70, 141–142, 156, 

171–174, 270

V
Vaites, Karen, 270
verbal comprehension tasks, 82
verbal reasoning, 32, 120
Vineland Adaptive Behavior Scales (Vineland-3), 83
Virgin Group, 281
virtual tutoring, 162–163
vision disorder, 36–37
visual-spatial reasoning, 32
visual-spatial tasks, 82
visual word form area, 24
vocabulary, 9, 10, 17, 25–29, 32, 38, 40, 45, 47, 

50, 60, 97, 136–138, 144, 147, 153, 170, 188, 
200–202, 289

W
“wait and see” approach, 15, 26, 29, 41, 54,  

75, 142
Washington, George, 279
Wechsler Individual Achievement Test (WIAT-4), 82
Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children 

(WISC-V), 82
whole group instruction, 76–77
“whole language” movement, 129
wide reading, 137
Woodcock-Johnson Tests of Achievement 

(WJ-5), 82
word blindness, 22
word prediction software, 191
word recognition, 44, 55, 60, 135, 138, 

143–144, 189
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working memory, 15, 57–59, 82, 135, 185, 205
management of, 58
tasks, 82
weaknesses in, 15, 58

workplace accommodations, 107, 124–125
workplace navigation, 227–228

accommodations under Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), 229–231

disclosure, 228–229
solutions to challenges, 230–231

writing, 9–11, 16, 17, 19, 24, 26, 46, 62, 83, 97, 103, 
109, 113, 131, 190, 191, 193, 200, 203, 219, 
225, 237, 245, 289

writing centers, 225
written documentation, 240
written report, 16, 84–88, 112, 114, 119

504 Plan documentation, 88
categories, 84–85
diagnostic process, 86–87
educational planning, 87
Individualized Education Program (IEP), 88


