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A

air bubbles, 24, 27, 77,
81,120, 208

air-drying, 53, 178-180
coil vase, 98
drying time, 178-179
firing too early, 180
importance of, 178

loosely wrapped
method, 53

pinch planter, 88
in practice, 54
slab mug, 109

thick vs thin drying,
53-54

air pockets, 65, 76, 81, 101,
208, 225, 227

airtight storage, 52-53
Amazon, 166
aprons, 32, 47

attachments/marks, on
planter, 86-88

feet, 88

maker’'s mark, 88
small loop handles, 88
stamped texture, 88

bamboo skewer, 27

base coat, 168, 169

bat, 52, 60, 91, 98, 114, 227
batt boards, 56

beginner mistakes

clay shrinkage,
forgetfulness, 211-212

emotional attachment,
212-213

firing without testing, 215

not cleaning the
vessel, 214-215

not cleaning up
immediately, 215-216

not recording
progress, 213-214

overwatering, 209-210

skipping the wedging
steps, 208-209

wheel-throwing
errors, 210-211

beginner potters, 48, 207
beginner projects, 79
coil vase, 89-99
pinch planter, 80-89
slab mug, 99-110

bisque firing, 17, 88, 109,
181-184, 192-193, 228

greenware, 182-183

purpose of, 181-182

reasons for, 192-193
glaze application, 193

organic burnout
protection, 193

quality checkpoint, 192

shared studio
logistics, 193

skipping, 183-184,
191-192

bisque-handling

attrition rate, 192
energy costs, 191-192
kiln space costs, 191
time costs, 191

bisqueware, 12,17, 151,
154, 158, 161, 166, 167,
181, 183, 185, 192, 195,
214, 222,225

blending, in coiling
technique, 69-71

bone-dry, 11-12, 16, 46, 51, 54,
88, 109, 171, 180-183, 225

brand identity, 172-173
breakfast set, 112, 113
brush care, 154
brush-ons, 158, 183
bucket system, 48-50
clean water bucket, 49-50
end-of-session process, 50
primary rinse bucket, 49

C

canvas boards, 56

centering, 16, 119, 121, 130,
144,210, 211, 220

ceramic objects, 8, 16, 170
The Ceramics Bible (Taylor), 231
ceramics setup, 10

ceramics studio, 14,
15,217,218

cheese test, 143
chisel-level scrape, 47
chopstick fingers, 124
clay, 10-12
bisqueware, 12
characteristics of, 22

and creative
mindfulness, 18-19

dust, 13, 35, 36, 47,
214-216, 218
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clay (continued)
glaze-fired, 12
handling, 34
leather-hard, 11
life cycle of, 11
materials, 225-227
opening, 122
pad, 14

right conditions for,
34-35

selection of, 21, 22, 77
store in sealed bags, 37

waste management
system, 49

water, 48
clay-caked tools, 47
clay safety, 35

avoid carpet, 37

avoid wash clay down
in kitchen sink or
bathroom pipes, 37

silica dust, 35-36
store clay in sealed bags, 37
sweeping and vacuuming, 36
take care with glaze, 38
use mask, 36-37
clay-splaining, 221
cleaner rinse, 37
clean up, 35
home workspace, 45
aprons, 47
bucket system, 48-50
clay-caked tools, 47
clean wet, 47
clothes, 47

don't let it get dusty,
46-47

laundry situation, 47
no clay down drain, 48
tools to, 140
clothes, 47
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coding, 27, 157-158, 170-173
brand identity, 172-173
for studio firing, 171-172

coil(s), 26, 64, 67, 68,
79, 93, 225

coiling technique, 14, 67
blending, 71
decorative, 71-72
large-scale building, 72
leakproof (smooth), 69-71
rolling (snake), 68
score and slip (stack), 68-69
coil vase, 89-99
add coils, 94
air-dry and kiln fire, 98
attach handles, 97-98
compress and smooth, 91
glaze and glow up, 99
half-built of, 94-95
neck of, 96-97
rolling, 92
scoring and slipping, 93

shape flat circular
base, 90-91

shape form, 95-96
wedging, 90

colors, 17, 38, 60, 153,
154,157,167, 169,
179, 212, 215

The Complete Potter
(Mattison), 231

compress, cylinder, 134-135

compression, 59, 85,
104, 135, 226

cones, 22-24, 98, 120, 184, 228
numbers, 22, 228

coning down, 120-121

coning up, 119-120

cracks, 18, 21, 35, 50, 51,
65, 76, 85, 91, 98, 104,
109, 134-135, 179,
182, 185-187
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crafts, 7,9, 17, 19, 45,
64, 220, 232

crawling, 158-161,
214-215, 228

creative coil patterns, 72

creative mindfulness, clay
and, 18-19

the Crockd Universe
Instagram, 231, 232
online school, 230
studios, 230
TikTok, 231, 232
website, 232
YouTube, 230-232
Csikszentmihalyi, Mihaly, 19
cultural forces, 9

cut-away pottery
templates, 110-112

cylinder, 16, 95, 125, 129-130,
143,165, 219

compress, 134-135
drilling down, 130-132
opening up, 132-134
pulling up, 135-137

D

damp cloth, 33, 35, 47,
53, 95, 98

decoration, 17, 53-54,
167, 202, 231

decorative coiling, 71-72
creative coil patterns, 72
“internal only” blend, 71-72

design plan
coding, 170-173
layering, 167-170

sketches and stuff-
ups, 166-167

diamond hands, 123
dinner plate, 73,113, 114
dip glazes, 155, 195



ditch, slab building, 77

documentation
process, 213-214

drilling down,
cylinder, 130-132

descent, 131
stance, 131
stopping point, 131-132

dry clay, sweeping and
vacuuming, 36

drying process, 16, 51-54, 98,
104,107,109, 170

dry trimming, 140, 143
flip piece, 144
mark boundary, 146
peel off lugs of clay, 147
take shavings, 146-147
using lugs of clay, 144-146
drywall trick, 56

E

earthenware, 22-24, 172, 226
kiln firing range, 23
temperature range, 23

elbow check, 121

environment, aware of, 34

F

fast drying, 54

fine and flat-head soft
brushes, 152

finger test, 121

firing costs, 221

firing process
air-drying, 178-180
bisque firing, 17, 181-184
glaze firing, 17-18, 184-187
myths and taboos

advanced potters, 190

one approach and stick
toit, 191

single firing myths, 190-191
weaker\lower quality, 190
firing programs, 42-43
“explosion” protocol, 43
frequency, 42
hidden costs, 42
schedule, 43
versatility, 42
firing rules, 190
firing tab system, 221
flat-spot fix, 68
flip, slab building, 75

food-safe, 10, 12, 17, 24, 110,
111,170, 186, 228

footring, 11, 41, 139, 143, 146,
147,195, 196, 226

form control, pinch
technique, 64-65

full-contact method, 68
functional pottery vessels, 8
furniture care, 202-203

G

glaze chemistry

clay body, matching glaze
to, 158-159

troubleshooting, 159-164
crawling, 159-161
pinholes, 161-162
the shelf melt, 164
shivering, 162-163

types of, 157-158
brush-ons, 158
overglazes and lusters, 158
powders, 157
underglazes, 158

glaze firing, 17-18,
184-187, 228

to fix breakages,
186-187

futureproofs, 185-186
Japanese technique, 187
purpose of, 184-185
glaze logbook
application, 156
brand/type, 156
number of coats, 156
result, 156
glazing, 17
coil vase, 99
pinch planter, 88-89
slab mug, 110
tools and application
at-home hacks, 156

pottery painting
fools, 151-155

greenware, 11,17, 178,
181-183, 192,
212,213, 226

grog, 77,183, 194, 226
guide sticks, 74, 100, 227

H
hand building, 14-15, 79
clay, 65
coiling, 14
loop wire tool, 27-28
needle tool, 26-27
paddle tool, 28-29
pinching, 14
rib tool, 25-26
slab building, 14
sponge, 29-30
techniques, 2, 79, 226, 230
tools, 24-29
wire tool, 24-25
hand-built clay baby, 209

Index
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hand gestures, 122
chopstick fingers, 124
diamond hands, 123
hook and pull, 124
pistol hands, 125

prayer hands for
coning up, 122

“rock on” hands, 123
handle attachment, 109

on coil vase, 97-98

on slab mug, 106-107
handmade pottery, 203-204
high-fire stoneware, 200
hiss test, 155
home studio, 10, 31, 32, 158

be safe with clay
and glaze, 35

clay, conditions for, 34-35

garage or spare room
setup for, 38

make cleanup easy, 35

picking proper surface,
32-33

safety checklist, 39
water, close to source of, 33

home workspace, keep safe
and clean, 46

bucket system, 48-50
keep it clean, 46-47
no clay down drain, 48

hook and pull, hand
gesture, 124

hot wax resist, 196

IKEA effect
furniture care, 202-203

handmade pottery,
203-204

microwave-safe
pottery, 201-202
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pottery cleaning, 200
thermal shock, avoiding, 201
industrialization, 9
industrial revolution, 9
Instagram, 40, 129, 231, 232
“internal only” blend, 71-72

J

Japanese technique, glaze
firing, 187

K

kidney tool. See rib tool

kiln(s), 8-14, 16, 22, 24, 42,
50, 59, 65, 69, 125, 151,
156, 158-160, 162, 164,
166-168, 170, 172,
177-187, 227

in earthenware clay, 23

in stoneware clay, 23, 24
kiln chaos

single firing, 190-194

benefits of bisque
firing, 192-193

myths and taboos, 190-191

in shared studio,
193-194

skipping bisque
firing, 191-192
waxed bottom, 195-197
applying wax, 195-197
wax resist, 195
kiln fire, 17, 23,171
coil vase, 98
pinch planter, 88
slab mug, 109
stoneware clay, 23
kiln-room behavior, 219, 222
kitchen and garage tools
kitchen scale, 156
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lazy Susan, 156

turkey baster, 156
kitchen spatula, 29
kitchen sponge, 30

L
labels, 21, 44, 215, 222
large-scale building, 72
layering, 167-170, 193
base coat, 168
clear overglaze, 170
coloring, 169
design with pencil, 168-169
underglaze, 169

Lazy Potter method,
140-143

lazy Susan, 156

leakproof (smooth), in coiling
technique, 69-71

leaning clay, 65
leather-hard, 226
greenware, 182

stage, 11, 51, 76,
143,171, 191

loop\ribbon tool, 13, 27, 28,
96, 143, 146, 227

loop wire tool, 27-28,
85, 86, 143

loosely wrapped method, 53
lugs, 144-147

M

machine-made pottery, 9
mask, 36-37, 216

Mattison, Steve, 231
mechanical pencil, 166, 168

membership, pottery
class, 39

times and tutoring, 41
guidance, 41



protected space
vs chaos, 41

tutor-to-member
ratio, 41-42

mesh rule, 155
Mesopotamia, 8, 9
metal shelving, 55, 56
microfiber cloths, 47

microwave-safe
pottery, 201-202

cracks\damage, 202

metallic glazes and
lusters, 202

thick, uneven pieces, 202
mid-fire, 42, 226
mixing whisks and sieves, 155
moisture control, 59
mopping traps, 218
mud methods

hand building, 14-15

wheel throwing, 14-16

N

neck-building stage, coil
vase, 96-97

needle tool, 12, 26-27, 227

(0

online school, 230, 232
opening up, cylinder, 132-134
hook, 133
managing water, 134
pulling across, 133-134
outward stretch, 68
overglazes and lusters, 158
overhandling, 34
overwatering, 209-210
hand-built clay baby, 209

wheel-thrown clay
baby, 209-210

P
paddle tool, 28-29, 86, 227
painting

decorating, 17

drying, 16

glazing, 17

tools, 152-154

brushes, care of, 154

fine and flat-head soft
brushes, 152

pointed detail
brushes, 152-153

wide fan brush, 153-154
pasta bowl and plate, 113-114
pencil sketch, 166
personalized stamps, 43
piece tracking, 43-44

dated labels, 44
personalized stamps, 43
Pottery Profile system, 43
shelves, 44

ticketing systems, 44

pinching, 14, 59-61, 67,
85, 89, 226

form control, 64-65
potting, 59-63

pinch planter, 79, 80
air-dry and kiln fire, 88

attachments and marks,
86-88

compress base, 84-85
glaze and glow up, 88-89
make thumb hole, 82-83
pinching and pulling, 83-84
rim refinement, 85, 86
roll clay into ball, 81-82
shape the form, 85
smooth and compress, 86, 87
wedging, 80-81

pinholes, 99, 161-162, 228

pistol grip, 135

pistol hands, hand
gesture, 125

planter(s), 23, 67, 79, 90, 109.
See also pinch planter

plastic\wet clay, 51, 226
plastic wrap, 52, 53, 109
plumbing protection, 48

pointed detail
brushes, 152-153

posture, wheel
throwing, 118, 227

anchor your elbows, 118
get close, 118
keep feet flat, 118

pottery cleanup method,
48-50, 200

pottery fools, 21, 69,
72,74,118

pottery painting
fools, 151-155

dip glazes, 155
glaze tongs, 155

mixing whisks and
sieves, 155

rubber gloves, 155
sponges, 155
painting tools, 152-154
Pottery Profile system, 43
pottery resources

The Ceramics Bible
(Taylor), 231

The Complete Potter
(Mattison), 231

the Crockd
Universe, 229-231

one last thing, 232

studio membership,
231-232

pottery studios, 21, 31, 32
clay-splaining, 221
ecosystem, 39, 40
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pottery studios (continued)
filthy workspace, 219
firing costs, 221
firing programs, 42-43
glaze contamination, 222
ignoring the studio dog, 220
kiln-room behavior, 222

knowing your clay
type, 219-220

membership, 39, 41-42

phallic jokes on the
wheel, 219

piece tracking, 43-44
sweeping the dust, 218

tools and equipment,
40-41

unchained melody, 218
pottery towel, 47

potting, pinch
technique, 59-63

find center, 62, 63

pulling, 62, 63

symmetrical sphere, 61-62
powders, 37-39, 157

prayer hands for coning up,
hand gesture, 122

professional potters, 48
protected space vs chaos, 41
pulling stage, 16
pulling up, cylinder, 135, 210
lift, 136
slow finish, 136-137
vertical rise, 135-136

R

ram’s head wedging, 208, 209
raw glazing, 182, 183. See also
single firing
ready-to-use stoneware
clay, 10
reclaim clay, 48, 226
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reinforcement, wheel
throwing, 125-127

base compression,
125-126

hugging vessel, 127

rim compression, 126-127
ribbon tool. See loop wire tool
rib tool, 25-26, 227

“rock on” hands, hand
gesture, 123

rolling (snake), in coiling
technique, 68

flat-spot fix, 68
full-contact method, 68
outward stretch, 68

rolling pin, 73, 74,
102, 111, 227

rubber gloves, 155

S

safety, in home
workspace, 35, 46

avoid carpet, 37

avoid wash clay down
in kitchen sink or
bathroom pipes, 37

bucket system, 48-50
checklist, 39

keep it clean, 46-47

no clay down the drain, 48
silica dust, 35-36

store clay in sealed bags, 37
sweeping and vacuuming, 36
take care with glaze, 38

use mask, 36-37

score and slip (stack)
technique, 68-69, 226

aggressive scoring, 69
slip consistency, 69
twist and lock, 69

“S" crack, 125, 126
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the shelf melt, 164, 220
shelf storage, 44, 54
drywall trick, 56

look for good pottery
shelf, 54-55

metal shelving, 55
wood, choosing of, 55

shivering, 158, 162-163,
215, 228

shrinkage, 51, 134,
211,212,226

shrinking, 51-52, 160
silica dust, 35-36, 46, 226
silicosis, 36, 46, 216, 226

single firing, 182-184,
190-194, 228

bisque firing benefits,
192-193

glaze application, 193

organic burnout
protection, 193

quality checkpoint, 192

shared studio logistics, 193
myths and taboos, 190-191

advanced potters, 190

one approach and stick
toit, 191

single firing myths, 190-191
weaker\lower quality, 190
in shared studio, 193-194

skipping bisque firing,
191-192

bisque-handling
attrition rate, 192

energy costs, 191-192
kiln space costs, 191
time costs, 191

sketches and stuff-ups,

166-167
pencil sketch, 166
underglaze, 166
washing off, 167



slab building, 14, 73-74, 226

air bubbles, identifying and
correcting, 77

clay selection, 77
compressing, 76
flip, 75
rolling, 74-75
sign to ditch, 77
smoothing, 76
slab bumpers, 74, 100-102
slab mug, 99-100
air-dry and kiln fire, 109

attach wall to base,
105-106

compress clay, 104

cut rectangle wall
shape, 104-105

form refinement, 108
glaze and glow up, 110

handle and attach,
106-107

place wall clay between slab
bumpers, 101-102

roll and cut out base
shape, 102-103

rolling, 102, 103
wedging, 100-101
slab process, 111, 112
bisque, 111
compress with rib, 111
cut with needle tool, 111
dry, 111
fire, 111
glaze, 111
guide, 111
wedge and roll, 111
slam wedging, 208
slip technique, 68-69, 86, 226
slow air-drying, 53

loosely wrapped
method, 53

in practice, 54
thick vs thin drying, 53-54
social contract, 217, 219

space, 13-14, 31, 40. See
also home studio;
pottery studios

speed check, 121
sponges, 13, 29-30, 155, 227

stoneware, 22-24, 80, 111,
200, 201, 227

storing work in progress,
45, 50

create airtight, 52-53

drying stages, 51

shelf storage, 54
drywall trick, 56

look for good pottery
shelf, 54-55

metal shelving, 55

wood, choosing of, 55
shrinking, 51-52
slowly air-drying, 53

loosely wrapped
method, 53

in practice, 54
thick vs thin drying, 53-54
wrap a piece, 52-53

straight-sided planter
form, 85

studio dog, 220
studio firing, 171-172
sweeping, 35, 36, 47, 218

T

tapered bases, 72, 85
Taylor, Louisa, 231
temptation, 209
terracotta, 23, 227

test tile, 18, 215, 228

thick vs thin drying, 53-54

ticketing systems, 44
TikTok, 231, 232

travel mug (or vino
vessel), 113

trimmed pot vs untrimmed
pot, 140

trimming, 11, 139-140
dry trimming, 143-147

slow air-drying for,
53-54

tips, 148
wet trimming, 140-143

troubleshooting,
159-164

crawling, 159-161

pinholes, 161-162
the shelf melt, 164
shivering, 162-163

U

unchained melody, 218

underglazes, 17, 158,
166-170, 228

\'

vacuuming, dry clay, 36
ventilation, 38

virtual pottery sessions, 34
vitrification, 23, 184, 186, 227

W

wall consistency, 59
washing off, 167

waxed bottom, 195-197
wax resist, 195, 228

electric melting pot,
196-197

hot wax resist, 196
water-based wax resist, 196
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wedging, 80-81, 227
coil vase, 90
pinch planter, 80-81
slab mug, 100-101
steps, 208-209

wet clay, 12, 45, 46,
51,211, 216

wet trimming, tools
finger, 141, 142
needle tool, 140, 141
wooden rib, 140, 141

wheels, 8, 15-16, 40, 51, 59,
71, 80, 130-132, 135,
137, 140-147

wheel throwing, 14-16,
24-30, 117

centering, 119, 210-211
clay baby, 209-210
clay opening, 122
coning down, 120-121
coning up, 119-120
elbow check, 121
errors, 210-211

final check, 121

finger test, 121

hand gestures, 122-125
posture, 118

reinforcement, of
piece, 125-127

speed check, 121
tools of, 24-29

240  Pottery Making For Dummies

wide and open
planter form, 85

wide fan brush, 153-154

wire tool, 12, 24-25, 80,
85, 90, 227

wooden boards, on metal
shelves, 56

wooden rib\kidney, 12

worktables, sturdy and
spacious, 40

wrap, piece, 52-53

Y

YouTube, 41, 230-232



