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Index
Numerics
100 percent grass-fed beef

customers for, 276
feedstuffs for, supplying, 277
overview, 276–279
as selling terminology, 317–318
taste of, 276
type of cattle suited for, 277–278

A
abomasum, 28
abortions, 240–241
accommodations, 11–12
acidosis, 101
active labor, 236–239
ADG (average daily gain), 38
advantages of raising beef cattle, 7–10
AI (artificial insemination)

advantages of, 228
disadvantages of, 228
overview, 228
requirements for, 229
steps for, 230

Alarm moo, 153
alfalfa, 109
American Brahman cattle, 47–48
amino acids, 78
anatomy of cattle, 25–31
Angus cattle, 41–42
animal husbandry

ear tags, using, 187–189
first aid kit, stocking, 184–185
injections, administering, 185–187
wounds, treating, 191

anterior position, birthing position
with head retained, 238
normal calf birthing position, 237
with retained limb, 238

anthelmintics, 211–212
antibiotic therapies for respiratory diseases, 196
appearance, purchasing cattle based only on, 327
appetite, monitoring, 166
arrival of cattle at your farm, minimizing stress 

during, 143
automatic waterers, 105
average daily gain (ADG), 38

B
baleage, 94
balking at shadows or holes, 334–335
banding, 261
Bang’s disease, 201–202
barbed wire fencing, 57
bargain cattle, buying, 326–327
barn blind, 133
Barnes dehorning, 260–261
basic requirements

accommodations, 11–12
nutritional requirements, 10
water source, 10

bawling frantically, 335
BCS (body condition scores), 216–218
bedding materials, 73–74
beef cattle, 32
beef congresses, 284
beef farms as source for bottle calves, 128
Beefmaster cattle, 48
behavior of cattle. See cattle behaviors
Belted Galloway cattle, 48
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Bermudagrass, 110
big projects, planning for, 13
birthing positions, 236–239
birthing spaces, setting up, 232
birthing time, 162
black cattle, providing shade and water for, 35
blind spot, 154
bloat, 214
blue-green algae, 91
body condition scores (BCS), 216–218
body language of cattle, 150–151
body temperature

checking, 168–170
raising, 254–255

Bos indicus cattle, 41
Bos taurus cattle, 41
bottle calf, purchase prices, 13
bottle calves

beef farms as source for, 128
caring for, 129
dairy farms as source for, 128
finding, 128–129
overview, 128
purchase prices, 13–14
sale barns as source for, 129
selecting, 128–129

bottle feeding, 250
bovine respiratory syncytial virus (BRSV), 198
bovine virus diarrhea (BVD), 197–198
branding, 190–191
Brangus cattle, 48
breaking halter, 288
breathing difficulties, helping newborns with, 246
bred cow, 24, 131–132
bred heifer, 24, 131–132
breech position, 238, 239
breed associations, junior shows sponsored 

by, 284–285
breeding

purchase prices, 14
season, 176–177
soundness exam, 225–226

breeding stock
defined, 24
handling

bull, evaluating attitude of, 161–162
calves, working with, 163
equipment for, 160–161
new mothers, working with, 162
overview, 160

breeding up, 44
breeds

British, 40–44
cattle hair, deciding on breed by, 35
characteristics of, 37–38
choosing, 34–40
composite, 48
Continental, 44–47
crossbred cattle, 38–40
heritage, 48–49
horns, choosing a breed based on, 36
nearby sources for, deciding on breed by,  

34–35
overview, 33, 40
purebred cattle, 39–40

brisket, 26
British breeds

Angus cattle, 41–42
Hereford/Polled Hereford cattle, 42–43
overview, 40
Red Angus cattle, 43
Shorthorn cattle, 43–44

BRSV (bovine respiratory syncytial virus), 198
Brucellosis, 201–202
brushing, 293
bull calf, 24
Bull Holler moo, 153
bulls

breeding soundness exam, 225–226
caring for, 226–227
castrating, 261–262
defined, 24
feeding program for, 99–100
leasing, 231–232
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protein recommended for, amount of, 80
selecting, 224–225

bunk-broke, 130
bunk feeder, 102
business permits, 304
butchers

animal welfare, evaluating, 312
facilities and personnel, evaluating, 311–312
overview, 311
packages and labels, options for, 313–314
relationship with your, 314

buying cattle
conformation, judging, 139
from consignment sales, 133–134
contagious diseases, avoiding, 137–138
customer service, evaluating, 140–141
disposition, assessing, 138
from farms, 132–133
genetic diseases, avoiding, 137
healthy bovines, signs of, 136–137
from Internet, 135–136
overview, 132
performance measurements, 139–140
from sale barns, 135
from test stations, 134–135
unhealthy bovines, signs of, 136–137

BVD (bovine virus diarrhea), 197–198
B vitamins, 89

C
calcium, 83, 86
calves

bawling frantically, 335
castrating young bulls, 261–262
creep feeding, 258
defined, 24
ear tags used for identifying, 247–248
horns, removing, 260
identifying, 247
tattoos used for identifying, 248–249
vaccination schedule, 258–259
weaning, 262–263

calving ability, 40
calving ease bull, 325
calving pasture, creating, 232
calving season, 175–176
calving shelter, building, 232
carbohydrates, 81–83
carcass, 37
carcass merit, 37
castration, 150, 261–262
cattle behaviors

balking at shadows or holes, 334–335
bawling frantically, 335
curling lips, 336
fence, pacing along, 334
manure, squirting projectile, 332
monitoring for health of cattle, 166
old grass, ignoring fresh green grass 

for, 331–332
pasture, galloping around, 333
rubbing, 335
understanding, 148–150
water trough, not drinking from, 332–333

cervix, 30
characteristics of breeds, 37–38
chargers for electric fencing, 61
Charolais cattle, 45
chemical dehorning, 260
Chianina cattle, 45
clamping, 261–262
cleaning shelters, 70
cobalt, 85, 86
cold carcass weight, 310
cold weather, steps for dealing with,  

182–183
colostrum, 96, 249, 250–251
commodity pricing, 309
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) food 

program, 277
complications, avoiding the mistake of making 

raising cattle, 329–330
composite breeds, 48
composting, 115–116
concentrates, 94–95
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conformation, judging, 139
consignment sales, 133–134
contagious diseases, avoiding, 137–138
Continental breeds

Charolais cattle, 45
Chianina cattle, 45
Gelbvieh cattle, 45
Limousin cattle, 45–46
Maine-Anjou cattle, 46
overview, 44–47
Saler cattle, 46
Simmental cattle, 46–47
Texas Longhorn cattle, 47

cool-season forages, 122, 123
Cooperative Extension Service, 71
copper, 85, 86
core sampler, 94
costs plus markup, 310
county fairs, 284
cows

defined, 23, 24
protein recommended for, amount of, 80

creep feeding, 97, 258
critical temperature point, 182–183
crossbred cattle, 38–40
crowding pen, 65
crude protein, 92
crude protein percentage, 79
cud, 28
cud chewing, 28, 166
cull, 24
curling lips, 336
customer expectations, failing to set proper, 329
customer service when buying cattle, 

evaluating, 140–141
custom-exempt processing facilities, 302
custom grazing

contract for services, creating a, 274
finding cattle/owners, 274
overview, 273
pasture resources needing to match with 

number of cows, 274

cuts of meat, 307
Cyanobacteria, 91

D
daily chore commitments, 12–13
dairy cattle, 31, 32
dairy farms as source for bottle calves, 128
dam, 24
dehorned cattle, 36
dehorning calves, 260–261
delivery

active labor, 236–239
birthing positions, 236–239
birthing spaces, setting up, 232
breech position, 238, 239
calving pasture, creating, 232
calving shelter, building, 232
dystocia, 236
monitoring stages of labor,  

237–239
paralysis, temporary, 242
postpartum, 240
pre-delivery, 236
supplies for, 234
of twins, 239

Devon cattle, 49
dewclaw, 26
diphtheria, 194
direct off farm as selling options, 315
direct threat position, 162
disposition, assessing, 138
docility, calves, 140
double-span end assembly, 56
drainage for shelters, 69
dry-aging, 317
dry cow, feeding program for, 98
dry hay, 93
dry matter basis, 79, 119
dry matter production, 119
due date, determining, 222–223
dystocia, 236
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E
ears, reading body language of, 151
ear tags, 187–189
elastration, 261
electrical service, shelters, 71
electric fencing

chargers for, 61
overview, 61
safety issues, 61–64
setting up and maintaining, 62–63

electric twine, 58
electronic identification ear (EID) tags, 190
emergencies, planning for, 13
emergency healthcare, 15
end assemblies, 56, 60
endophyte, 109
environmental adaptability, 40
EPDs (expected progeny differences), 139
esophageal feeder, 250
exhibitions

breed associations, junior shows sponsored 
by, 284–285

county fairs, 284
expos or beef congresses, 284
goals for, 282–283
grooming your animals for, 292
jackpot or preview shows, 284
junior shows, 283
major livestock exhibitions, 285
open shows, 283
presenting your animals and yourself in the best 

possible way, 291
show ring protocol, following, 294
show stick, using, 287
state fairs, 285
supplies for, 290–291
training your animal for, 288–289
types of, 282–291

existing structures, repurposing, 70–71
expos or beef congresses, 284
extension agents, 17
external (permanent) fences

barbed wire fencing, 57
overview, 54
woven wire fencing, 54–57

external parasites
flies, 207–209
grubs, 209
lice, 209
mites, 211
overview, 180–181
ringworm, 210–211

F
family project, raising beef cattle as, 9–10
farmers’ markets as selling option, 315–316
farm liability insurance, 20
farm personal property insurance, 20
farm policy, 304
farm ponds, 125
farms, buying cattle from, 132–133
fat cattle (fats), 24
fat sources, 82–83
feces, monitoring, 167–168
federally inspected meat processing plants, 302
feed dealer, 18
feeder cattle, 24, 97
feed expenses, calculating, 14–15
feeding program. See also nutritional needs

availability, 92
for bulls, 99–100
choosing, factors in, 90
concentrates, 94–95
cost, 92
customizing your, 89
digestion ability, 92
for dry cow, 98
for feeder calves, 96
finishing diet, 98
forages, 93–94
grain feeders, 102–103
for growing calves, 96–97
handling, 92
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feeding program (continued)
hay rings, 103
introducing new feeds to diet, 101
for newborns, 96
nontraditional feedstuffs, 95
nutritional content, 92
palatability, 92
for 100 percent grass-fed beef, 277
for pregnant/lactating cows, 98–99
schedule for feeding, 100–101
for stocker calves, 97
storage, 92
supplies, 102–105
water sources, 103–104

feed-related problems
bloat, 214
founder, 213
moldy feed, 212–213
poisonous plants, 213
sweet clover poisoning, 214

feed tag, 79
feed-through fly control, 208
female reproductive anatomy, 30–31
fence-line weaning, 263–264
fences

external (permanent)
barbed wire fencing, 57
overview, 54
woven wire fencing, 54–57

internal (subdivision)
electric fencing, 61–64
gates, planning for, 60
overview, 54, 58
polywire conductor fences, 58
semipermanent fences, 58
types of, 58

overview, 53–54
pacing along, 334
weak perimeter, tolerating, 323–324
wind break, 72–73

fertilizing soil, 114–115

fescue, 110
fetlock, 26
fiber, 108
fighting among cattle, 148–149
financial commitments

facilities and land, budgeting for, 15–16
feed expenses, calculating, 14–15
healthcare, budgeting for, 15
purchase prices, 13–14

financial profit as benefit of raising beef cattle, 9
finishing diet, 98
first aid kit, stocking, 184–185
first-calf heifer, 24, 132, 175, 219–220
flank, 27
flash grazing, 125
flehmen response, 336
fleshing ability, 42
flies, 180
flight zone, 155–157
float valve, 104
Foghorn moo, 153
food safety permits, 303
forages

characteristics of quality, 108–109
grasses, 110–111
legumes, 109–110
overview, 93
running out of, 324
types of, 109–111

foundation walls, 71
founder, 213
free-choice feeding, 101
freeze branding, 190–191
freezer beef, providing, 305–306
fresh forage, 331–332
frothy bloat, 214

G
Galloways miniature cattle, 49
gassy bloat, 214
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gate
moving cattle through, 156–157
planning for, 60

Gelbvieh cattle, 45
genetically true breed, 48
genetic diseases, avoiding, 137
goiter, 85
grain feeders, 102–103, 317
Grandin, Dr. Temple (expert in animal handling 

and welfare), 71
grasses, 110–111
grass-fed, 316, 317
grass tetany, 83, 182
grazing

custom
contract for services, creating a, 274
finding cattle/owners, 274
overview, 273
pasture resources needing to match with 

number of cows, 274
flash, 125
patch, 118
rotational, 11, 120–121
spot, 118
spring and summer, 268
winter, 268–269

grooming your animals for exhibitions, 292
ground-driven spreaders, 117
growing calves, feeding program for, 96–97
growing market cattle, protein 

recommended for, 80
grubs, 180, 209

H
hair, deciding on breed by, 35
halter-breaking, 287
halters, 291
handling cattle

behavior of cattle, understanding, 148–150
body language of cattle, 150–151

breeding stock
bull, evaluating attitude of,  

161–162
calves, working with, 163
equipment for, 160–161
new mothers, working with, 162
overview, 160

fighting among cattle, 148–149
innate behavior of cattle, utilizing, 154
moving cattle by using flight zone,  

155–156
noises made by cattle, understanding,  

153–154
preferences, recognizing cattle, 148
riding (mounting) cattle, 150
training cattle, 159–160

handling facilities
budgeting for, 15
of butcher, evaluating, 311–312
crowding pen, 65
designing, 64–69
ease of use of, 66
head gate, 65, 68–69, 161
holding chute, 65, 68–69
holding pen, 65
loading chute, 65
overview, 64
problems to look for and fix in, 159
safety issues, 66
selecting a site for, 64–65
space in, 66–67
for stocker calves, 271
strength of, 66
working chute, 65
working with cattle in a, 157–159

hauling cattle, 141
hay, 93–94
hay rings, 103
head gate, 65, 68–69, 161
heads, reading body language of, 151
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health of cattle. See also herd health calendar; 
specific diseases

appetite, monitoring, 166
behavior, monitoring, 166–167
body temperature, checking, 168–170
budgeting for, 15
Clostridial diseases, 199–201
cold weather, steps for dealing with, 182–183
early, recognizing illness, 165–168
emergency healthcare, 15
external parasites, 206–211
extreme weather, keeping cattle comfortable 

during, 182–183
feces, monitoring, 167–168
feed-related problems, 212–213, 212–214
hot and humid weather, steps for 

dealing with, 183
internal parasites, 211–212
nutritional needs, seasonal, 181–182
parasites, controlling, 178–181
pinkeye, controlling, 181
reproductive diseases, 201–203
respiration, observing, 170–171
respiratory diseases, 194–201
sick animal, deciding what to do for a, 171–174
urine, monitoring, 167–168
vaccinations, 174
vital signs, measuring, 168–171

health permits, 303
healthy bovines, signs of, 136–137
heating box, 255
heavy use area protection (HUAP) zone, 12, 74–76
heel flies, 180
heifer, 24
heifer calf, 24
Heifer pregnancy, 140
height, calves, 140
herd

defined, 24
repositioning entire, 156

herd health calendar
breeding season, 176–177
calving season, 175–176

overview, 175
pre-calving season, 175–176
preweaning season, 177–178
weaning season, 177–178

Hereford/Polled Hereford cattle, 42–43
heritability traits, low, 40
heritage breeds, 48–49
heterosis, 39
Highland cattle mini breeds, 49
high-tensile wire, 56
hock, 27
holding chute, 65, 68–69
holding pen, 65
hook bone, 27
horn bud, 260
horned cattle, 36
horns

choosing a breed based on, 36
removing, 260–261

hot and humid weather, steps for 
dealing with, 183

hot branding, 191
hot carcass weight, 310
hot iron dehorning, 260
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo, 285
H. somnus, 199
HUAP (heavy use area protection) zone, 12, 74–76
hybrid vigor, 39
hypocalcemia (milk fever), 241
hypothermia, 254

I
IBR (infectious bovine rhinotracheitis),  

196–197
identifying calves and newborns, 247
individual animals, moving, 155
individual cut, marketing your meat by, 308
infections in newborns, deterring, 256–257
injections

administering, 185–187
recording, 187–188

innate behavior of cattle, utilizing, 154
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insecticide ear tags, 207
inspection permits, 303
insurance, 20, 304
interior concrete floors, 71
internal (subdivision) fences

electric fencing, 61–64
gates, planning for, 60
overview, 54, 58
polywire conductor fences, 58
semipermanent fences, 58
types of, 58

internal parasites, 179
Internet, buying cattle from, 135–136
intramuscular injections, 187
intravenous injections, 187
iodine, 85, 86
iron, 85, 86

J
jackpot or preview shows, 284
Johne’s disease, 205
joint ill, 255–256
junior shows, 283

K
Kentucky bluegrass, 110
killed vaccines, 174
kill floor, 312

L
lactation, 242
land

budgeting for, 15
improvement as benefit of raising beef cattle, 9

leasing bulls, 231–232
legal issues

insurance needs, 20
physical injuries, preventing, 18–19
zoning regulations, 21
zoonotic diseases, preventing, 19–20

legalities of selling beef
insurance coverage, obtaining proper, 304
permits, obtaining, 303–304
processing facilities, government rules 

for, 302–303
legumes, 109–110
leptospirosis, 202
liability insurance, 20
lice, 180, 181
limit feeding, 100–101
Limousin cattle, 45–46
lips, curling, 336
loading chute, 65
local extension agents, 17
location liability coverage, 304
loin, 27
low-stress environment, providing a, 12

M
magnesium, 83, 85
Mag-Ox (magnesium oxide), 84
Maine-Anjou cattle, 46
major livestock exhibitions, 285
male reproductive anatomy, 29–30
managing your beef business

butchers, finding and working with, 311–314
freezer beef, providing, 305–306
individual cut, marketing your meat by, 308
legalities of selling beef, 301
prices, setting, 309–311
promotion and marketing, 317–320
seasonal changes to product lineup, 308
selling on the hoof, 305
selling options, 315–317

manganese, 85, 86
manure management

composting, 115–116
feces, monitoring, 167–168
overview, 115–117
spreading manure, 117–118
squirting projectile manure, 332
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manure spreader, 117
marbling, 277
marbling, calves, 140
marketing, 319–320, 326
mastitis, 242
mature body size, 38
mature weight and height, calves, 140
mechanical calf puller, 235
meconium, 250
mentor, finding a, 16
MidWest Plan Service, 71
milk fever (hypocalcemia), 241
milk production, 38
minerals, 83–84
miniature cattle, 49
mistakes to avoid

appearance, purchasing cattle based 
only on, 327

bargain cattle, buying, 326–327
calving ease bull, forgoing, 325
complicated, making raising cattle, 329–330
customer expectations, failing to set proper, 329
exhibitions, lack of training before, 328
fences, tolerating weak perimeter, 323–324
forage, running out of, 324
marketing plan, lack of a, 326
water supply, neglecting to keep adequate 

backup, 325–326
mites, 181
mobile processing units, 303
modified live vaccines (MLVs), 174
moldy feed, 212–213
mooing noises, understanding, 153–154
moving cattle by using flight zone, 155–156
municipal supply or well as water source, 104
muzzle, 27

N
National Western Stock Show, 285
Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS), 17

navel cup, 247
navel, disinfecting, 247
navel ill, 255–256
neighbors, maintaining good relationships 

with, 20–21
newborns. See also calves

body temperature, raising, 254–255
bottle raising, 253
breathing difficulties, helping with, 246
colostrum, ensuring calf receives enough, 249
feeding program for, 96
hypothermia, 254
identifying, 247
infections, deterring, 256–257
joint ill, 255–256
navel, disinfecting, 247
navel ill, 255–256
protein recommended for, amount of, 80
scours, preventing and treating, 256–258
vital signs, 253

new pasture, preparing a, 113
nitrogen, analyzing and improving, 114
noises made by cattle, understanding,  

153–154
nonprotein nitrogen (NPN), 79
nontraditional feedstuffs, 95
North American International Livestock 

Exposition, 285
nose rings, 161
nursing calves, protein recommended for, 80
Nutrient Requirements of Beef Cattle  

(National Academies Press), 99
nutritional needs, 77

carbohydrates, 81–83
fats, 82–83
minerals, 83–84
overview, 10
plant protein supplements, 83
protein, 78–79
seasonal, 181–182
vitamins, 87–89
water, 90–92
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O
offset electrical wire, 56
older cows, supporting, 221
older, weaned calves, purchase price of, 14
old grass, ignoring fresh green grass for, 332
omasum, 28
on-farm processing facilities, 303
online selling options, 298
open cow or heifer, 24
open shows, 283
orchardgrass, 110
Oreo Cookie cattle, 48
organic, 318
ovary, 30
overstocking, 118
oviduct, 31

P
packages and labels, options for, 313–314
palpation used to determine pregnancy, 222
paralysis, temporary, 242
parasites

controlling, 178–181
external, 206–211
internal, 211–212

pastern, 27
pasteurella, 198–199
pasture, 93
pasture management

absentee owners, 273
analyzing soil samples, 114–115
custom grazing, using extra pastures for, 273
evaluating your pasture, 111–112
fertilizing soil, 114–115
forages, 108–109
galloping around, 333
manure management, 115–117
matching number of cattle to amount of 

available pasture, 118–119
new pasture, preparing a, 113
nitrogen, analyzing and improving, 114

pasture resources needing to match with 
number of cows, 274

100 percent grass-fed beef, using extra pastures 
for raising, 276–279

pH, analyzing and improving, 114
phosphorus, analyzing and improving, 115
potassium, analyzing and improving, 115
problems with pasture, solutions for, 112
productivity, optimizing, 118–123
rotational grazing, 120–121
stocker calves, using extra pastures for, 267–268
yearlong forage chain, creating, 122–123
yields, estimating pasture, 119–120

pasture-raised, 318
pasture walk, 112
patch grazing, 118
perennial ryegrass, 110
performance measurements, 139–140
performance test, 297
permanent fences

barbed wire fencing, 57
overview, 54
woven wire fencing, 54–57

permits, obtaining, 303–304
personal insurance, 20
pH, analyzing and improving, 114
phosphorus, 84, 87, 115
photographing your cattle, 299
physical injuries, preventing, 18–19
PI-3 (parainfluenza), 198
pin bone, 27
pinkeye, 181
plant canopy, 112
plant protein supplements, 83
plumbing service, shelters, 71
pneumonia, 194
point of balance, 155
poisonous plants, 213
pole barns, 70
poll, 27
polled cattle, 36
polywire conductor fences, 58
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pond, stream, or spring as water sources, 104
portable shade, 72
posterior position, birthing position, 237–238
postpartum, 240
posts, 56
potassium, 84, 87, 115
pre-calving season, 175–176
preconditioned calves, 130
predator-prey relationship, 154–155
pre-delivery, 236
preferences, recognizing cattle, 148
pregnancy. See also delivery

abortions, 240–241
by artificial insemination, 228
BCS (body condition scores), 216–218
due date, determining, 222–223
EPD (expected progeny difference), 220–221
feeding program for, 98–99
first-calf heifers, preparation for, 219
milk fever (hypocalcemia), 241
older cows, supporting, 221
palpation used to determine, 222
paralysis, temporary, 242
preparing cow for, 216–223
vaccination guidelines, 222

presenting your animals and yourself in the best 
possible way at exhibitions, 291

preventive healthcare, 15
preweaning season, 177–178
prices

for freezer beef, 306
setting, 309–311

private treaty deals, 296
processing facilities, government rules 

for, 302–303
productivity, optimizing, 118–123
product liability coverage, 304
promotion and marketing, 317–320
protecting your water resources, 123–125
proteins

crude, 80, 81
nutritional needs, 78–79

quality forage in, 108
requirements, 80
supplements, 80

purebred cattle, 39–40

Q
quality grade, 318
quarantining new cattle, 143

R
rate and efficiency of gain, 38
Red Angus cattle, 43
red clover, 109
Red Poll cattle, 49
registration papers, 39
reproductive diseases, 201–203
respiration, observing, 170–171
respiratory diseases

antibiotic therapies for, 196
BRSV (bovine respiratory syncytial virus), 198
BVD (bovine virus diarrhea), 197–198
diphtheria, 194
H. somnus, 199
IBR (infectious bovine rhinotracheitis), 196–197
overview, 194
pasteurella, 198–199
PI-3 (parainfluenza), 198
pneumonia, 194
stress, minimizing, 194
supportive care for, 196
upper respiratory tract infections, 194
vaccination plan for, 195

restaurants as selling option, 316–317
reticulum, 28
ribeye area, calves, 140
ribs, 27
rickets, 83
riding (mounting) cattle, 150
ringworm, 210–211
roan, 44
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roan markings, 35
rod, 56
rope halter, 287
rotational grazing, 11, 120–121
rubbing behavior, 335
rumen, 28, 101
ruminants, 27–28

S
safety gate, 68
safety issues

electric fencing, 61–64
handling facilities, 67–68
insurance needs, 20
physical injuries, preventing, 18–19
shelters, 70
zoning regulations, 21
zoonotic diseases, preventing, 19–20

safety pass, 68
safety zone, 156
sale barns, 128–129

buying cattle from, 135
as source for bottle calves, 129

Saler cattle, 46
sales opportunities

consignment sales, 297
direct off farm, 315
farmers’ markets, 315–316
online, 298
performance test, 297
photographing your cattle for, 299
private treaty deals, 296
restaurants, 316–317

salt, 84, 87
Santa Gertrudis cattle, 48
schedule for feeding, 100–101
scours, 206
scratching cattle to bond, 336
scurs, 36
secondary sex organs, 30
selecting cattle

bottle calves, 128–129
bred heifers or cows, 131–132
bulls, 224–225
show calves, 130–131
stocker calves, 269–271
weaned calves, 130

selenium, 85, 87
self-sufficiency as benefit of raising beef cattle, 8
selling on the hoof, 305
semipermanent fences, 58
separation weaning, 264
sericea lespedeza, 109
shade sources, 72
shelters

bedding materials, choosing, 73–74
cleaning, 70
drainage for, 69
existing structures, repurposing, 70–71
overview, 69
pole barns, 70
safety issues, 70
shade sources, 72
size of, 69
types of, 69–70
ventilation for, 69
wind breaks, 72–73

Shorthorn cattle, 43–44
show calves, selecting, 130–131
show ring protocol, following, 294
show stick, using, 287
show stock, purchase prices, 14
shrink, 133
sick animal, deciding what to do for a,  

171–174
Simbrah cattle, 48
Simmental cattle, 46–47
sire, 24
smooth bromegrass, 110
soil samples, analyzing, 114–115
spot grazing, 118
spring and summer grazing, 268
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spring of rib, 27
squeeze chute, 161
standing heat, 150
state fairs, 285
state-inspected processing facilities, 302
steer, 25
steer calves, 150
stifle, 27
stocker calves

buyers for, 271
facilities, setting up, 272–273
feeding program for, 97
overview, 267–268
pastures, preparing, 274
preparing for, 271
profitability of, 270
selecting, 269–271
sources for, 269
spring and summer grazing, 268
weight of, 270
winter grazing, 268–269

stocking rate, 118
stockpiled forage, 122
stomach, 27–28
straw as bedding material, 74
stream crossing, building a, 123–124
stress, minimizing, 194–195
stretching, 152
structural frame, 71
stun box, 313
subcutaneous injections, 185–186
subdivision fences

electric fencing, 61–64
gates, planning for, 60
overview, 54, 58
polywire conductor fences, 58
semipermanent fences, 58
types of, 58

sulfur, 84, 87
summer, accommodations in, 11
summer grazing, 268

supplements
mineral, 86–87
proteins, 80

supplies
for delivery, 234–235
for exhibitions, 290–291
for feeding program, 102–105

supportive care for respiratory diseases, 196
support system

feed dealer, 18
local extension agents, 17–18
mentor, finding a, 16
overview, 16
veterinarian, 16–17

surgical castration, 262
SWC staff, 17
sweet clover poisoning, 214
switch, 27

T
tailhead, 27
tails, reading body language of, 152
tank heaters, 105
tanks or troughs as water sources, 104–105
taste of 100 percent grass-fed beef, 276
tattoos, 190

for identifying calves, 248–249
tax permits, 303
TB (tuberculosis), 205–206
TDN (total digestible nutrients), 81
tensile strength of woven wire fencing, 54–57
terminology

for anatomy of cattle, 25–31
for cattle-selling, 317–318
for cattle stomach, 27–28
for female reproductive anatomy, 30–31
for male reproductive anatomy, 29–30
for types of cattle, 23–25

terpene, 109
testicles, 30
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test station, 134–135, 297
Texas Longhorn cattle, 47
threat display, 162
thyroxin, 85
ticks, 180
tight calf crop, 227
total digestible nutrients, 92
training cattle, 159–160
transportation, 160
transporting cattle, 141–142
Trichomoniasis, 203
trimming, 293
triodine-7, navel disinfecting, 247
troughs as water sources, 104–105
tube dehorning, 260
turbidity, 104
twins, 239

U
udder, 31
understocking, 118
unhealthy bovines, signs of,  

136–137
upper respiratory tract infections, 194
urine, monitoring, 167–168
USDA inspected processing facilities, 302
uterus and uterine horns, 31

V
vaccination guidelines

for calves, 258–259
overview, 174
for pregnancy, 223
for respiratory diseases, 195

vagina, 31
veal, 32
veterinarian, 16–17
vibriosis, 202
videography your cattle, 299

vital signs
measuring, 168–171
newborns, 254

vitamin A, 87–88, 181
vitamin B, 89
vitamin D, 88
vitamin E, 88
vitamin K, 89
vitamins, 87–89
vomit, 101
vulva, 31

W
warbles, 180
warm-season annuals, 122–123
washing, 293
water (drinking)

daily requirements for, 90
groundwater sources, 92
hardness, 91
nutritional needs, 90–92
overview, 90
proximity to, 90
quality, 91–92
sources for, 103–104
sulfate levels, 91
trough, not drinking from, 332–333

water management
backup water supply, neglecting to keep 

adequate, 325–326
farm ponds, 125
flash grazing, 125
protecting your water resources, 123–125
stream crossing, building a, 123–124

water sources
feeding program, 103–105
municipal supply or well, 104
overview, 10
pond, stream, or spring, 104
tanks or troughs, 104–105
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weaned calves, selecting, 130
weaning, 25, 262–263
Weaning Cry moo, 153
weaning season, 177–178
weather, keeping cattle comfortable during 

extreme, 182–183
weight and height, calves, 140
weight of stocker calves, 270
wet-aging, 318
white clover, 109
wind break fences, 72–73
wind breaks, 72–73
winter

accommodations in, 11
grazing, 268–269

withdrawal time, 185
woodchips as bedding material, 74
working chute, 65
wounds, treating, 191
woven wire fencing

components of, 55–57
end assemblies, 56
high-tensile wire, 56

offset electrical wire, 56
overview, 54–55
posts, 56
tensile strength of, 54–57

Y
yearlings

defined, 25
purchase prices, 14

yearlong forage chain, creating,  
122–123

yields
estimating pasture, 119–120
grade, 318

Z
Zebu cattle, 41
Zebu miniature cattle, 49
zinc, 86, 87
zoning regulations, 21
zoonotic diseases, 19–20


